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Tuesday, the 5th October, 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 pm., and read prayers.

BUDGET SPEECH
Televising

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): I
wish to advise members that television
cameramen will be in the House to film
part of the introduction of the Budget.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Postponement

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): I
wish to advise that questions will be taken
at a later stage of the sitting.

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT
Tabling

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): I
have for tabling the report of the Auditor-
General for the financial year ended the
30th June, 1978.
The report was tabled (see paper No. 433).

APPROPRIATION BILL (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Message: Appropriations

Message from the Governor received and read recommending appro-

priations for the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading: Budget Speech

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-Treasurer) L4.37 p.mn.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

In Introducing this Hill I want to say that there is something rather
special about It because it is the first time in the history of the State
that we have a Budget for Consolidated Revenue which has a billion
dollars on the revenue side and a billion dollars on the expenditure side.
It has also another different feature about it because this is the first
Budget to be introduced under the new tax sharing arrangement between
the Commonwealth Government, State Governments, and local government
authorities in Western Australia as well as in other States.

This Is the third budget I have had the privilege of introducing to
Parliament.

In the three years of the Government's present term of office we
have sought to follow good housekeeping practices and to establish prin-
ciples of sound financial management.

At the root of these principles is the plain fact that whatever a
government spends it must raise from the public, by taxation, by charges
for its services or by borrowing.

In today's world, pressure for increased Government expenditure on
improved or new services for the community comes from all sides, and
every section of the community can point to needs which the Government
Is expected to meet.
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In this climate it is not easy for any government to restrain the
growth of public expenditure and to live within its means, yet that is what
a government must do if it is not to drain more and more from the public
by way of higher taxation.

The direct relationship between ever expanding and widening govern-
ment services to the public and the burden of taxation is not well enough
understood. It should be very clearly understood by members on both sides
of this Parliament.

This Government has held firmly to the view that the rapid growth
of Government expenditure in recent years must be checked and held to
a rate commensurate with the natural growth of revenue from year to year.

Taxpayers cannot be expected to provide an increasing proportion of
their incomes by way of higher taxes to finance government expenditure
programs which are constantly running ahead of their resources.

It has therefore been our aim to control the rise of Government
expenditure and bring our budget into balance-that is, to spend during
a year only what we can budget to receive from the normal growth of
revenue.

This, I am pleased to say, is what we achieved last year.

The budget which I will outline tonight provides for steady advances
on many fronts. It also provides for some taxation concessions which I
believe are essential in the present economic climate to stimulate con-
fidence In the future and help check the rise in costs which is inhibiting
expansion in the private sector.

But the budget provides for these forward moves only to the extent
that the expected lift In our resources allows. It is therefore again a
balanced budget and, I believe, a responsible one in the present economic
climate.

Before going on to outline the main features of the budget and the
climate in which it has been framed, I wish to return for a moment to
the theme with which I began.

Statements made inside and outside this Parliament frequently confuse
taxation with charges levied by government business undertakings for the
services they supply.

Government business undertakings are little different from private
firms which manufacture a product and sell It to the public at a price
which must cover the cost of production. They are subject to the same
cost pressures on materials and fuel and must pay wages at award rates.

2779



2780 (ASSEMLY]

When faced with spiralling wage and other costs they have no
alternative but to increase the price of the goods or services they provide.
No business, government or private, is Immune from cost inflation.

However, there is one important difference between private and
government business undertakings. In the face of increased costs, the
former must increase its prices or go out of business. The latter can be
sustained by government subsidy.

A number of utility services are already heavily subsidised by the
government and therefore by the general taxpayer. All transport services
and country water supply and sewerage schemes are in this category.

In each of these cases, there is a sound argument for some degree of
subsidy to help hold down the price charged to the user. But there must
be a reasonable balance between the amount paid by users and that paid
by taxpayers, many of whom may derive no benefit from the service.

Those who are so ready to criticise the Government when, in the face
of greatly increased costs it is left with no choice but to approve a rise
in utility service charges, are really saying that the general taxpayer
should pay the extra cost of the service and not the user. There is no
escaping the fact that the money must come from one or other of these
sources.

I do not wish to labour this point but I believe it will prove enlightening
to many Honourable Members to be informed of the financial problem
facing the Government with respect to metropolitan passenger transport
to take only one example.

Only six years ago metropolitan bus patrons paid $7.8 million In fares
compared to $2.8 million in government subsidies, that is, 74% of the total
revenue from these sources was provided by the users of the service.

Last year, revenue from cash fares and bus hire had risen to $8.9
million but government subsidies had reached the staggering figure
of $14.6 million. In short, the users paid $8.9 million or 38% and the
taxpayer paid $14.6 million or 62% of the total revenue.

The imbalance between user and taxpayer contributions was even more
marked in the case of suburban rail transport. In 1975/76, rail passengers
contributed only $1.6 million in fares against a taxpayer contribution of
$8.6 million.

Despite every effort being made by the M.T.T. management to cut
costs and to search for more efficient operating techniques, we have reached
the point where metropolitan passenger transport services are costing the
Western Australian taxpayer more than $20 per bead of population.
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Lest It be thought that I am singling out metropolitan transport
services, let me say in passing that government subsidies of country water
supply and sewerage schemes are of comparable magnitude.

As I remarked earlier, some degree of subsidy of these services Is
essential and is justified if the users are not to be called upon to pay for
more than they can reasonably afford.

The problem can be summed up in a phrase, "constantly Increasing
wage costs". I wages continue to Increase as at present, there can be no
escape from periodic increases in charges to users of government utilities
despite all our efforts to ratlonalise services and achieve more efficient
operations.

Nevertheless at the present time, no increases are proposed. My purpose
in dealing with this question at some length is to explain clearly to
Honourable Members the Issues involved in the hope that future discussion
of the problem Is more informed and realistic than in the past.

The Present Climate

Despite the continuing problem presented by inflation and unemploy-
ment, there are emerging signs of a return to more buoyant economic
conditions In Western Australia.

Primarily as a result of the firm policies invoked by the present
Federal Government, the rate of inflation is slowing. As I have said on
several occasions, controlling inflation must be the essential first task
of all governments.

Only by beating inflation can we provide the conditions for a
resurgence of private investment which alone can restore conditions of
full employment.

It is only by holding the increase in domestic prices and costs below
the rate of increase prevailing in our major overseas markets that we can
restore the profitability of our great primary export industries.

The economic tide is beginning to turn but understandably many
investors are still cautious, fearing a renewal of pressure for wage increases
on the part of the militant left and politically inspired industrial unrest.

It would be a tragedy for this country if the more irresponsible
element In the community were to be allowed to stifle the recovery that
wil now gather momentum daily if good sense prevails. It is up to all
responsible Australians, in all walks of tile, but especially the sensible,
hardworking element in the trade union movement to give the private
sector a chance.
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It is important that employees understand that restraint in wage
demands and wage decisions is in the interests of everyone in these critical
times.

-Despite the problems of the past year, the Western Australian economy
showed considerable resliance and an underlying propensity for continued
growth. Though economic conditions in the financial year just ended were
dominated throughout Australia by inflation and unemployment, there
were many breaks in the clouds over the local scene.

It is pleasing to record that the Western Australian population grew
at almost twice the rate for Australia as a whole and the net gain from
migration was, at 9 241, almost equal to the total gain for the rest of
Australia from this source. Notwithstanding the high level of unemploy-
ment during the year, the number of persons in employment increased by
1.1% in 1975/76 contrasting with a fall of 0.7% for Australia as a whole.

The Western Australian economy continued to grow during one of the
most difficult periods in the last thirty years, indicating that given an
upturn in private investment, unemployment will be reduced dramatically.

The recent announcement of additional iron ore export contracts by
three Pilbara mining companies and proposals for the construction of
plants to beneficiate lower grade ores will give a long awaited boost to
the State economy.

The total investment over the next two years is expected to amount
to $600 million and some 3 000 new jobs will be created in the construction
phase. About 1 000 permanent production jobs will be created In addition
to the workforce involved in construction.

I am confident this development will be the first of several which will
get Western Australia on the move again.

The taxation incentives provided in the recent federal budget will help
to restore the financial strength of the private sector and to rebuild
Investment confidence so badly shattered by the irresponsible policies of the
Whitlam government. A most important aspect is the group of measures
designed to increase initial cash returns from resource development pro-
jects as an incentive for renewed investment, from both local and overseas
sources.

Western Australia stands to benefit greatly from these initiatives as
several companies have been working on feasibility studies and quietly
preparing the way for major developments in the mineral field. All that
is needed now is realism and responsibility from the trade union movement
and we can look to an early return to job security and high economic
growth which characterised the 1960's In this State.
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The world is anxious to buy more food and minerals from this resource
rich State but it is important that all Western Australians realise we are
not the only nation able to supply the markets now again beginning to
expand. The overseas buyers of our primary products have huge
investments at risk which must be kept in production; they too have large
workforces which look for continuity of employment.

Therefore they must have security of supply and our ability to meet
our contracts is an Important factor In determining whether we can
capture a greater share of the growing overseas market. In this respect,
the industrial sabotage being perpetrated by a small but powerful minority
in the trade union movement Is jeopardising the entire future of this
country.

The irresponsible few are so obsessed with exerting their own power
that they seem prepared to deny jobs for the unemployed and employment
opportunities for the thousands of young people leaving our schools and
tertiary institutions. I appeal to the good sense of all Australian workers
not to allow this to happen.

The drought which has affected large areas of the northern and
eastern wheatbelt is an unfortunate setback to farmers in those areas
whose problems of rising costs have now been compounded by the prospects
of poor or nil returns from grain in the coming year.

The Government has acted promptly under the national disaster
relief arrangements to provide help to the worst affected areas. Subsidies
on the carting of stock feed and on the carriage of stock for agistment
or sale will be supplemented by loans for carry on purposes and restocking
as the need develops.

Arrangements are also in hand for water to be carted at government
expense to delivery points throughout the drought affected areas.

An unemployment relief scheme has been instituted in conjunction
with Local Authorities to retain displaced workers in gainful employment
in the country until more normal conditions return. The unemployment
situation in drought affected areas will be watched closely and the scheme
expanded as necessary.

It is to be expected that the effects of the drought and the conse-
quential drop in total farm income will be felt in other sectors of the
State economy in the coming year and allowance has been made for this
factor in the estimates of revenue for 1976/77.

However, before turning to the budget prospect for the current year,
I should briefly recall the more important features of the year just
concluded.



[ASSEMBLY]

Financial Resuts for. 19 75176

The budget approved by Parliament last year provided for expenditure
fromn the Consolidated Revenue Fund of $980.7 million against expected
revenue of the same amount. It was therefore a balanced budget but, as
I warned at the time, there were many uncertain elements involving sums
of considerable magnitude and it was to be expected that the final figures
could well differ significantly from the estimates.

As I explained when speaking to the Supply Bill earier this Session,
both revenue and expenditure fell some $30 milon below the estimate,
due to a combination of circumstances, and the final result was a small
surplus of $594 000.

For the first time in some years, the cost to the budget of award
wage increases was less than the amount allowed which was a most
encouraging development.

Honourable Members will no doubt recall that in last year's budget
speech, I referred to the close link between the provision for award
increases and receipts from the Financial Assistance Grant and payroll
tax and the need for this to be taken into account when framing the
budget. This nexus was demonstrated last year when, as a result of the
movement in average wages proving to be less than the estimate, the
Financial Assistance Grant and payroll tax collections fell short of the
estimate by a total of $14.3 million.

As early as February last, the new Commonwealth Government's
intention of reining in Government expenditure was made clear to the
States.

We accepted that the States had a part to play in reducing the share
of gross domestic product being diverted from the private sector even
though it meant cutbacks in funds for State programs. We therefore took
steps to ensure that we did not enter into commitments which would
exceed the funds likely to be available in the current year.

The Government also held a tight rein on State expenditure In the
expectation that capital funds in particular would be tight In 1976/77.

As a result, we were able to hold in reserve $6 479 000 of moneys
earned by the investment of the State's cash resources on the short term
money market during 1974/75- Honourable Members will recall that we
had budgeted to transfer this balance to Consolidated Revenue last year.

In the event, this careful husbanding of our resources and our efforts
to hold down forward expenditure commitments against the Consolidated
Revenue Fund has made it possible for us to mount a capital works
program this year which is considerably greater than would have been



[Tuesday, 5 October, 1976] 2785

the case had we been restricted to the 1976/77 Loan Council allocations.
I will have more to say on this point when introducing the capital
works program later this week.

Financial Year 1976/??

Mr Speaker, I now turn to consideration of the estimates for 1976/77
and the many factors which have had to be taken into account when
shaping the budget.

The Impact on the budget of wage increases likely to be awarded during
the year continues to be a key factor in shaping expenditure plans for
the year ahead. We have based our calculations on the assumption that
increases arising from quarterly indexation adjustments will be signifi-
cantly less than last financial year when the aggregate Increase In
average wages was 17%.

The provision which needs to be made in the budget for the increase
in the Government's wages bill resulting from award increases is in two
parts. The first part is the additional cost in a full year of increases
granted during 1975/76 which is estimated to amount to $42.2 million.

The second and more speculatory component is the amount which must
be allowed to cover increases awarded during the year and $29.1 million
has been allowed for this contingency.

Such is the level of wages today that increases in staff numbers Impact
heavily on the budget and governments in common with all other
employers have no alternative but to scrutinise closely all requests for
additional staff and to search for ways of obtaining increased productivity
within the public sector.

This is not to say that all government employees are expected to work
harder and for longer hours. I have no doubt that there are a number
of areas within the total public service where there is scope for this but
in general the Government is well aware that most government employees
are dedicated and industrious.

However, in any large organisation there is scope for cutting back
on activities which have become of lesser importance to provide capacity
for an increased work load to be handled without increasing total staff
numbers. The Government has asked all departments to review their
activities with a view to eliminating work that Is redundant or of low
priority in order to release staff for other duties.

Considerable emphasis is being placed on the acquisition of modern
equipment where it can be shown that the saving In labour costs justifies
the expenditure and provision has been made in the budget for the
updating of accounting and other equipment with the aim of Increasing
efficiency.
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To reinforce our policy of containing the growth of government expen-
diture and promoting increased efficiency in the public sector, the Gov-
ernment has imposed tight ceilings on the overall increase In Government
employment.

In 1975/76, the increase in numbers employed in the whole government
sector was held to fractionally over 2%. If teachers and medical and
allied staff of hospitals and health services are excluded from the figures,
there was a decrease of almost 1% in all other areas.

Principally because of increased requirements for teachers to cope
with rising enrolments and to enable a further reduction In class sizes
and the need for nursing and allied personnel to staff new hospitals and
mental health institutions, the overall increase in government employment
In 1976/77 Is expected to be in the order of 3%. However, excluding staff
in the categories mentioned, the proposed increase in all other areas has
been held to roundly 1.8%.

The Government has given priority In the budget to expenditure
proposals which will have the effect of channelling work to the private
sector. Considerably Increased allocations have been provided for such
activities as maintenance of buildings, minor works and other non-
recurrent payments which will provide additional work for local businesses
and stimulate employment.

The Government workforce will not be expanded for this purpose
and as much work as possible will be contracted out to private firms.

It has been necessary to make provision in the budget this year for
the cost to the State of natural disaster relief measures.

Under the national disaster relief arrangements, the Commonwealth
and State Governments share the cost of approved relief and restoration
measures in the case of maj or disasters. The current arrangements are that
the State Is required to meet the first $1.5 million of expenditure In any
financial year from its own resources and the Commonwealth Government
funds the balance.

For this purpose, "major" disasters are regarded as those requiring
expenditure on agreed relief and restoration measures In excess of one-
tenth of a State's expenditure "quota" which in our case is a figure of
$150000.

A total of $4 760 000 was expended last year on relief and restoration
measures in the Port Hedland area as a result of the destruction caused
by Cyclone "Joan". Of this sum, $1 543 000 was provided by the State
Government, including $43 000 to assist with the restoration of private
assets which Is not approved expenditure under the Commonwealth
guidelines.
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Considerable work remains to be done at Port Hedland in this financial
year, mainly on restoration of the hospital and high voltage power lines.
Consequently provision must be made in the 1976/77 budget to meet the
State's share of the cost of this work and also for drought relief measures
already announced.

Although most drought relief measures announced by the Government
to date have been agreed by the Commonwealth as falling within Its
guidelines of approved forms of aid, the Commonwealth has not yet agreed
to include costs incurred by the State In carting water to distribution
points throughout the drought areas. We are continuing to press for the
inclusion of this item, but to cover this and other costs which may not be
allowed by the Commonwealth, we have considered it prudent to provide
a total State allocation of $1 750 000 this year.

I am pleased to be able to advise that 'we have been informed, in the
last few days, that the cost of water cartage will be included in the
approved forms of aid.

Presentation of the Estimates

Honourable Members will note a changed layout of the Estimates
this year. The requirement by the Joint Printing Committee that aUl reports
and parliamentary papers conform to the new metric A4 paper size has
necessitated some re-arrangement of the Estimates which in the past have
been printed on the larger and narrower foolscap size.

There has been no reduction in the degree of information supplied
to Parliament and the new layout should help to reduce setting and
printing time which Is Invariably a problem at this time of the year.

Certain changes have been made in the presentation of the estimates
for Country Water Supplies and the Harbour and Light Department to
ensure that the votes for these departments relate more closely to their
true function.

Expenditure on research and planning and miscellaneous itemns such
as assistance to Ord River farmers have been transferred to the appropriate
divisions of the Public Works Department vote instead of being included
in Country Water Supplies operating expenditure. Consistent with this
approach, maintenance of harbours and jetties under the control of the
Harbour and Light Department is now included in the vote of that
department instead of in Public Works. Appropriate adjustments have been
made to the figures for the previous year to enable accurate comparison
of proposed votes with expenditure Incurred in 1975/76.



When speaking to the Supply Bill, I Informed Honourable Members of thle
accounting change designed to ensure equated payments on the greater
part of the Government's salaries bill from year to, year. The first step
In this process was to pay to a suspense account the accrued liability for
the part pay period to 30th June 1976.

The first fortnightly pay in July for teachers and salaried public service
staff was then charged, as to that part of the pay period which fell in
1975/76, to the funds held in the suspense account at 30th June and as
to that part of the pay period which fell in the current year, to the
appropriation for 1976/77.

To ensure that 26.1 fortnightly pays are charged to the vote each
year, the process must be repeated for the broken pay period, if any, at
the end of this financial year.

The amounts involved and the accounting procedure are clearly set
out in the estimates for each department within the tabular dissection of
the Item "Salaries, Wages and Allowances". The amounts paid to suspense
last year and proposed to be so paid this year are shown against the
heading "Accrued Salaries".

Our total liability for this year is of course reduced by the amount
"suspensed" and brought forward from the previous year and this and other
necessary reductions are made at the foot of the column for 1976/77.

Consistent with this approach, the estimated salary costs of each
department's establishment have been calculated on the basis of 26.1
fortnightly pays.

In the case of the Education Department, the amount to be carried
forward at the end of the year is small as the last pay day for teachers
in the current year falls on 30th June.

I draw the attention of Hlonourable Members to the financial tables
which are appended to the printed budget speech. A considerable amount
of work has been done this year to make these tables more useful and
Informative and Members will find it profitable to spend a little time
looking through them. The expanded functional classification of exendi-
ture is of particular interest as it groups together expenditure from all
sources on particular functions such as education and health.

Some less informative and seldom used tables have been discontinued
In the publication. However in these cases, the information will continue
to be available from the Treasury on request.
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Commonwealth Revenue Grants

The budget this year also reflects the first payments to the State under
the new personal income tax sharing arrangements which have operated
from July 1st this year.

As I made a full statement to Parliament on the new arrangements
earlier this year, I do not propose to traverse the same ground on this
occasion. However, some comment is necessary as to the effect of the
change on our budgetary position.

Honourable Members will recall that in lieu of the formula grants
previously paid, the States will receive in 1976/77, an aggregate amount
calculated as 33.6% of net personal income tax collections by the Common-
wealth during the year. This percentage will also be applied to personal
income tax collections in subsequent years to determine the States'
entitlements in those years.

The total amount will be distributed between the States in proportion
to their shares of the Financial Assistance Grants in 1975/76 with adjust-
ments which reflect each State's relative rate of population growth.

Mr Bertram: Double taxation!

Sir CHARLES COURT: Last year, Western Australia's Financial
Assistance Grant was 11.81% of the total grants to all States and in the
current year we expect to receive 11.95% of the all States share of personal
income tax.

Using the same assumptions as to movements in population and
average wages during the year, the new tax sharing arrangements have
yielded the States approximately $89 million more than we would have
received under the Financial Assistance Grants formula.

Western Australia's share of that additional amount Is $10.6 million
which is the monetary measure of the benefits flowing to this State under
the new policy.

It must also be remembered that Local Government is also entitled
to a share of personal income tax collections and Councils; in Western
Australia will receive an additional $5.6 million this year under the new
arrangements.

The total monetary benefit to Western Australia of the New Federalism
Policy is therefore more than $16 million this year.

It is most important for this Parliament to understand that the New
Federalism Policy means far more than a substitution of one grant formula
for another. The Financial Assistance Grant formula kept the States
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perennially short of funds but did assure them of steady growth in the
grants subject only to the movement in average wages which Itself is an
Important determinant of our expenditure needs.

Almost half of our revenue was insulated to some degree from the
fluctuations in revenue collections that can occur with changes in
economic activity.

In returning to this Parliament Its right to a share of income tax
collections, the Federal Government has also restored to us a far greater
degree of financial responsibility.

Western Australia is now entitled to 4% of the national collection
of personal income tax and the Government must live with the ups and
downs in those collections as we were required to do in the years when
the State levied Its own income tax.

This will require the acceptance of new attitudes to budgeting,
recognising that variations in revenue from year to year are likely to be
more marked than before, and an even greater emphasis on sound
financial management practices.

This is the price one has to pay, because with rights go responsibilities
and I for one would have it no other way.

However, the States have received two important guarantees which
will apply in the initial years of the scheme. First, a State cannot receive
in any year less than it received in the previous year and second, we
cannot receive less than we would have received under the Financial
Assistance Grant formula.

In addition, we have obtained an assurance that the whole arrange-
ment will be reviewed should there be a maj or change In the structure
of Commonwealth taxation so as to lessen the relative importance of
personal income tax.

As part of the new arrangements, Treasury officers from the Common-
wealth and all States will undertake a full review of the whole range of
specific purpose grants which proliferated during the regime Of the
Whitlam Government. The purpose of the review is hopefully to reduce
the number of these separate programs by subsuming the grants In
general purpose payments to the States and transferring the responsibility
for the programs to the States.

This is a most important task in Which We Will co-operate fully. I
welcome the new Federal Government's avowed intent of devolving a
greater degree of responsibility to State and Local Government but will
seek to ensure that any transfer of responsibilities is accompanied by a
transfer of the financial resources required to implement them.
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Mr Jamieson: You have not done that so far.

Sir CHARLES COURT: To continue-

The Budget Proposals

As a result of the gain obtained from the new tax sharing arrange-
ments and by careful attention to priorities, the Government is able to
bring down a balanced budget without any Increase In State taxes and
charges.

In fact it Is proposed to reduce the impact of taxation in some areas.

Mr Jamieson: You have In creased so many, already.

Sir CHARLES COURT: To continue-

Death Duty

The Government will abolish over a three year period death duty on
all property passing to one spouse on the death of the other.

Mr Davies: It is about time you did something in that regard.

Sir CHARLES COURT: As the first step in exempting these estates the
spouse allowance will be increased from its current level of $20 000 to
$50 000 this year.

The increased allowance will free from death duty about 90% of
estates which are left intact to a surviving spouse and, in the case of an
estate passing to a widow or widower with two dependent children. will
mean a total exemption of $85 000.

The decision to phase out the payment of duty on estates passing from
one spouse to the other acknowledges that marriage is a partnership,
that both parties make inseparable contributions to the matrimonial
assets and that the surviving partner should be fully entitled to the joint
assets during his or her lifetime.

We would have liked to introduce full spouse to spouse exemption
immediately but as the loss of revenue from the move would amount to
$5.5 million in a full year, the Government was not in a position to do so.

Nevertheless lifting the spouse allowance from $20 000 to $50 000 goes
a long way towards complete spouse to spouse exemption and effectively
exempts all but the largest estates.
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The Government recognises that provision should be made for de
facto relationships. The new concession will be extended to cover those
de facto spouses who have been living together for at least three years
immediately prior to the death of one of the parties, or who have a
child from the relationship.

It is further Intended to substantially Increase the allowance for
orphan children from $20 000 to $35 000.

The proposed new allowances will apply to the estates of persons
dying after today.

The cost to revenue in 1976/77 of this initial move is estimated to be
$950 000 and $3 million in a full year.

Other probate duty reforms are also to be implemented following
a comprehensive review of the Death Duties Assessment Act.

In accordance with our stated Policy it is intended to make specific
provision in the Act to allow the payment of death duty In fixed instalments
in cases where hardship or forced sale may result from a requirement to
pay duty in a lump sum.

Provision will also be made for the Administrator of an estate to have
the option of valuing shares quoted on the Stock Exchange and Included
in an estate, at the date of death or at a later period. This will ensure
the equitable levying of death duty in instances where there is a sub-
stantial decline in the market value of shares.

Other changes to Death Duties legislation are under consideration
and further details on these and on the proposals I have just outlined will
be given when the enabling legislation is introduced later this session.

Payroll Tax

The Government is conscious of the increasing burden of payroll tax
as wage levels increase, particularly In the case of smail businesses and
those in remote areas where district allowances inflate payrolls and
increase the tax payable.

The Government has had a full examination made of the latter
problem but there are serious administrative difficulties in differentiating
between the separate elements that make up the total wage payable.

We have therefore decided to increase the basic exemption to provide
further relief to all businesses and to give some stimulus to business
confidence in the present climate.
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Members will recall that last year we reduced payroll tax payable by
3 400 small businesses by doubling the basic annual exemption from $20 800
to $41 600. The exemption was then reduced by $2 for every $3 by which
payrolls exceeded $41 600 and phased out completely on payrolls over
$104 000.

To offset the eff ect of wage increases in the past year, it is now proposed
to raise the basic exemption by 15% to $48 000. As at present, the
exemption will be reduced by $2 for every $3 by which payrolls exceed
$48 000 but the tapering will cease on payrolls of $84 000 when the exemp-
tion will be reduced to $24 000.

A flat exemption of $24 000 will then apply as a deduction from all
payrolls in excess of $84 000.

As a result of this move, It is expected that a further 650 small busi-
nesses will be exempted from payroll tax and all other businesses will have
their payroll tax bill reduced by amounts ranging up to $1200 a year.

The cost of the concessions, which are to operate from 1st January
next, is estimated at $1 840 000 in 1976/77 and $4.4 million In a full year.

Stamp Duties

Stamp duties are one of the few major areas of State taxation which
have not recently been reviewed with the purpose of updating and stream-
lining the legislation. Last year, land tax provisions were completely
overhauled and substantial concessions granted at an annual cost to the
Government of $1.5 million and I have already outlined initiatives relating
to payroll tax and death duty.

As the first step of a general review of the Stamp Act it is proposed
to repeal this year a number of minor but irritating charges. It is also
intended to exempt from duty certain documents which attract bond duty
as a result of a recent legal decision and changed commercial practices.

Although the loss of revenue from this initial move will only be in
the order of $70 000 in a full year, a considerable number of taxpayers will
be spared the inconvenience of arranging payment of minimal amounts
of duty on a significant number of documents.

Time does not permit me to go into detail at this stage but full
information on the proposed concessions will be available when the legisla-
tion is introduced shortly.

The total cost of the taxation concessions I have just outlined will
be $2.8 million in 1976/77 and $7.5 million when operative for a full year.
They are therefore very significant concessions.
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A number of other initiatives aimed at improving the quality of life Iu
Western Australia will be announced when I outline our expenditure
proposals.

Estimated Revenue

After allowing for the cost of the taxation measures announced tonight,
total revenue in this financial year is expected to amount to $1 132.8 million,
an increase of $181.9 million.

This is therefore, a billion dollar budget, the first in the history of
the State.

Receipts from State taxation are estimated to rise by $22.4 million to
$228 million this year principally on account of increased payroll tax
collections of $14.4 million, (after allowing for the concessions to operate
from January 1st) and an expected lift in Stamp Duty collections of $5.1
million.

A lull year of collections from the Business Franchises (Tobacco)
legislation Introduced last year Is expected to yield an additional $4.1
million in the current year.

Land Tax collections are expected to fall by $1.9 million for two reasons.
First, the full effect of the removal of the separate and higher scale of
tax on unimproved land will be felt this year and second, an abnormally
high recovery of arrears last year resulting from improved administrative
procedures will not be repeated.

An additional $7.7 million is expected this year under the heading of
Territorial Revenue. Royalties from mining are expected to increase by
$7.1 million with expanded production of iron ore, nickel, alumina and
mineral sands.

Departmental Revenue Is estimated to increase by $15.3 million, of
which $12.3 million is additional Treasury revenue arising from increased
interest payments from various bodies and the non-receipt In 1975/76 of
investment earnings which have been used to supplement the capital works
program.

Treasury revenue Is also affected by a changed approach to the
purchase of motor vehicles for government departments. Prior to this year
old vehicles were traded in against the purchase of new. This had the effect
of reducing the net cost of new vehicles charged to the Purchase and
Replacement of Vehicles Trust Account.
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Vehicles are now to be purchased by tender in specified categories and
old vehicles sold by auction. Trials have shown that this procedure results
In a considerable saving to the Government.

The proceeds from sale of vehicles at auction Is credited to Treasury
revenue which will be increased accordingly. As a result, the Trust Account
will be debited with the gross cost of new vehicles and the proposed
appropriation to that account has been increased for that reason.

Receipts by the Road Traffic Authority from Drivers Licenses are
expected to be $900 000 less than last year when collections were boosted
by drivers taking advantage of the three year license arrangement.

Payments from the Commonwealth for revenue purposes are estimated
to Increase by $129.5 million to $583.2 million in 1976/77.

The Commonwealth has estimated that our Tax Sharing Entitlement
will amount to $444 million this year, an Increase of $81 million on the
Financial Assistance Grant paid to Western Australia in 1975/76. It has,
however, been pointed out to us that this figure is no more than an estimate
dependent on assumptions as to employment, average wages and so on in
the year ahead and must necessarily be subject to a considerable margin of
uncertainty.

This of course is no different from the problem involved in estimating
receipts of State Taxation, dependent as they are on the level of economic
activity in the year ahead. However, it does underline the point I made
earlier that we are In the same position now as we would be if all of our
revenue came from State taxes and charges and the vagaries and
uncertainties that are Inherent in all budgeting have been increased by the
change.

Commonwealth specific purpose payments of a recurrent nature are
expected to amount to $138.2 million this year, an Increase of $43.5 million.

The major increases under this heading are payments under the
hospitals cost sharing agreement, up by $38.7 million; Schools Commission
grants which are $3.3 million higher than last year; the Childhood Services
and Community Health programs for which payments are up $1.3 million
in each case and the Schools Dental Service where Commonwealth
payments are estimated to increase by $853 000 notwithstanding a lift in
the proportion of the cost of this program to be borne by the State.

An operating surplus of $500 000 Is forecast for the Railways In 1976/77
compared with $3.8 million last year.

Although railway revenue is expected to increase by nearly $6 million
this year mainly due to Increased haulage of ores and minerals, revenue
lost because of the drought Is expected to be about $8 million.
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The grain harvest for 1976/77 is now estimated at 2 600 000 tonnes but
a substantial carry over of the 1975/76 harvest will enable haulage this
year to be about 3 million tonnes compared with 3.9 million tonnes in
1975/76. The Impact of the drought will also be felt in 1977/78.

Reduced haulage will also occur in other rural commodities such as
fuel, wool and machinery.

Estimated Excpenditure

The budget provides for a total outlay of $1 132.8 million which exceeds
last year's expenditure by $182.5 million.

The Government's concern for improving the quality of life enjoyed
by the people of Western Australia has been amply demonstrated during
our current term of office. I am pleased to be able to announce tonight
some new initiatives and increased emphasis on several existing programs
which will benefit the whole community and maintain the thrust of our
aim to achieve "a better total way of life" for the people of this State.

Mr Bertram: It sounds like some socialism.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I now turn to the details of our expenditure
proposals, the highlights of which are:-

* A new program of grants for community sporting facilities.

Mr Bertram: Socialism!

Sir CHARLES COURT: To continue-

*9 Increased funds for youth camps and recreational facilities.

Mr Bertram: More socialism!

Sir CHARLES COURT: To continue-

* A special allocation of funds for acquisition of land for national

parks.

*-A new scheme of aid for child care institutions.

Mr Jamieson: Socialism!

Sir CHARLES COURT: To continue-

* Greatly increased expenditure on education aimed at further
improvements in standards and new initiatives designed to
give further opportunities for children in country and remote
areas.
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* Increased aid to independent schools.

Government members: Hear, hear!

Sir CHARLES COURT: To continue-

* Major advances in health services with emphasis on wide
ranging community health services and preventive care.

Mr Jamieson: More socialism!

Sir CHARLES COURT: To continue-

* A big lift in expenditure on mental health services with special
emphasis on care of mentally handicapped children.

" Supplementary assistance to apple growers under the tree
pulling scheme.

*' A pilot scheme for training farm and station workers.

* Introduction of living away from home allowances for country

apprentices attending courses in the city.

* Increased subsidies for Local Authority sewerage schemes.

* Higher subsidies for the capital cost of Local Authority
swimming pools In coastal areas.

* Extended travel concessions for war widows.

* An increase in the establishment of the Police Force.

* Increased grants to charitable and community service
organisations.

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the people responsible remove the sign
from the Gallery? They are behaving very badly. Will those people
remove that sign? Will the policeman escort the people outside the
precincts of the House?

I call on the Treasurer.

Mr B. T1. Burke: Now we have got rid of the pensioners.

Sir CHARLES COURT: To continue-

Grants for Community Sporting Facilities

Considerable progress has been made In recent years in providing a
wider range of recreation facilities. Substantial sums have been spent on
youth camps and hostels, walk trails, picnic areas and public open space
for non-competitive recreation activities.
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The Government believes that there Is need f or additional facilities tN
enable more people of all ages to engage in active sport both for recreatioi
and for the promotion of physical fitness.

There is an awakening realisation of the need for higher standards o.
physical fitness and an increasing proportion of the population is takinf
up or returning to active participation In sport. The Government wishes th
encourage this trend which we believe to be the best form of preventivE
medicine.

Mr Jamieson: That Is socialism, too.

Sir CHARLES COURT: To continue-

The main burden of providing community sporting facilities has beer
borne in the past by Local Government and we propose to introduce a
scheme of grants principally to Local Government, to assist in providing
new facilities or improving existing ones.

An amount of $1 million has been provided In the budget this year as
the Initial contribution to a permanent fund from which grants will be paid
on the recommendation of a high level committee.

Grants will be made available to supplement expenditure by Local
Governing and other bodies on playing fields, gymnasia, Indoor and outdoor
courts for sports such as netball, basketball and volley ball and for the
provision of lighting and fixtures.

To qualify for grants, facilities must be for amateur sport and be
available to the community generally. This would not of course prevent
them being used by clubs or associations of which membership is open to
the public.

The new program Is Intended to supplement the work of Local Govern-
ment and other bodies and It will be a condition of the grants that the body
concerned maintains Its existing eff orts and makes a substantial
contribution.

Recreation Pactlities

In 1975/76 the Government allocated $500 000 to supplement Common-
wealth grants for the development of recreation facilities. This year the
Commonwealth has limited funding to the amount required to complete
previously approved projects pending a review of the whole program.
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My Government supports the continuation of this program and will
represent those views to the Commonwealth. In the meantime, the budget
provides for an allocation of $372 000 to the Recreation Council which, with
$128 000 carried over from last year, will again provide for $500 000 to be
expended in State grants for recreation facilities in 1976/77.

A total of $458 000 has also been provided to the Council for accelera-
tion of improvements to youth camps and hostels including the camping
and recreational complex at Sorrento. The Council has five camps ranging
from the Metropolitan area to the South-West and funds have been pro-
vided for the establishment of two others this year.

Assistance will also be given to improve facilities at camps run by
Local Government at Boyup Brook, Albany and Bremer Bay.

Heirtson Island

An amount of $185 000 will be provided to help the City of Perth
complete the landscaping and development of Heirisson Island for
recreation purposes. The State will provide funds on a dollar for dollar
basis with the City Council and provision has been made for payment of
$150 000 this year.

Work was commenced on the island last year and the grant will
enable excavation of the lake and landscaping of the balance of the
island. This project will not only enhance the approaches to the city
but will also provide a new large recreation area, readily accessible to a
number of densely populated suburbs.

National Parks and Nature Reserves

The Government has given special emphasis to Its conservation policy
to ensure that the unique fauna, flora and scenic attractions of the State
are preserved for the enjoyment of the people of today as well as the
generations to follow.

We have already adopted many of the proposals of the Conservation
Through Reserves Committee of the Environmental Protection Authority
and others are still under consideration. Already 7.6 million hectares
(that is 18.8 million acres) of land have been delineated as new reserves
for national parks and nature reserves.

There are also areas of private land which contain features that it
would be desirable to protect. From time to time these are offered to
the Government or become available on the open market for purchase.

In order to make a start on a program to progressively acquire such
properties an amount of $500 000 has been included in the proposed vote
for the Department of Lands and Surveys.
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Residential Child Care

The Government has been concerned at the financial and other
problems faced by residential child care institutions operated by private
organisations. Last year, a total of $20700OD was provided by way of
emergency grants to a number of institutions pending a full enquiry into
their financial needs.

Earlier this year a committee was set up under the chairmanship of
Matron Grant of Ngal-a to review and report on the role and finances
of these institutions. The committee has spent several months carrying
out that task and has now presented its report, the full implications of
which are under study.

Included in the committee's submissions are recommnendations for an
extension of Government funding designed to alleviate the financial
pressures on child care institutions and to encourage higher standards of
care. The committee's key recommendations envisage per capita grants
in respect of all children resident in the institutions and assistance to
meet the salaries of key staff.

Provision has been made in the Budget for total additional payments
of $820 000 to child care Institutions this year. Included in this sum Is
the cost of implementing the committee's recommendations on operating
subsidies as from 1st October, at an estimated additional cost in 1976/77
of $240 000.

The committee also drew attention to the poor state of maintenance
of some child care buildings as a result of their continued shortage of
funds.

To assist in alleviating this problem, $250 000 has been provided in
the Budget for special grants in 1976/77 to enable essential renovations
to be carried out.

The Catherine McAuley Centre, which caters for deprived children
of all ages, many of whom have emotional problems resulting from
disturbed backgrounds, is located In a very old building which Is in poor
condition.

The Centre has plans for the immediate construction of six new
residential child care cottages to replace below standard dormitory
accommodation. This work will be the first stage of a planned $2.5 million
development.

The first phase of the project, including servicing the site* for the
complete program, will cost $660 000.
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The Centre has received generous sponsorship from local service
organisations and, as part of the program for increased aid to child care
institutions, the Government has agreed to meet half the cost of the initial
stage.

Accordingly, an amount of $330 000 has been provided in the Estimates
as the Government contribution to this very worthwhile project.

Education

Expenditure on education at all levels will increase by $42.3 million
this year to $258.4 million or nearly one quarter of our total budget.

Same publicity has been given recently to interstate comparisons of
the proportions of State budgets directed to education. This Is a dangerous
practice as comparisons are meaningless unless budgets are constructed on
a comparable basis which of course they are not. For example, it is the
practice in Western Australia to include the revenue and expenditure of
the Railways in the budget whereas some other States include only the
net loss on railway operations.

Mr Bertram: Some don't have any railways.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Variations such as this can have a marked

effect on the percentage any item of expenditure bears to total expenditure.

Provision has been made this year for the appointment of an additional
1 073 staff of all categories to schools and technical colleges throughout
the State.

Mr Bryce: Does that include the young teachers you have ripped off
before they start?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I say again: Provision has been madie this
year for the appointment of an additional 1 073 staff of all categories to
schools and technical colleges throughout the State.

Mr Bryce: And I repeat: Does that pay for the promises you made?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Education Department will be under
severe pressure in 197? when a total of 23 240 children are expected to
enrol In Year 1. This intake will be more than 2 000 higher than In any
of the past ten years and, on present estimates, higher than in any one
of the next five years.
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The record Year I entry will contribute largely to an estimated overall
net increase in primary enrolments in 1977 of some 5 400 children. To cater
for the increased enrolment, an additional 216 primary school teachers will
be employed.

The increase in secondary enrolments In 1977 Is estimated to be around
1 300. To meet this increase, 87 additional teachers will be employed in
secondary schools.

Despite the peak of new enrolments, provision has been made for
substantial progress with our policy of lowering the pupil-teacher ratio in
primary and secondary schools, with the main thrust being in primary
schools and in the core subjects of lower secondary. In the last decade,
the pupil-teacher ratio In primary schools has been reduced from 33.3
to 1, to 24.5 to 1. The improvement in secondary schools has been from
20.8 to 1 to 14.4 to 1. Provision has been made to employ an additional 107
teachers next year to further reduce the pupil-teacher ratio in primary
and secondary schools in 1977.

In addition to reducing the pupil-teacher ratio and the size of classes,
the Government aims to continue to improve the quality of education and
expand the resources available to students.

Mr Bryce: Explain how you will do it on a cheapskate basis.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Secondary schools are already offering enriched
courses in art, music, languages and the dramatic arts. Evidence of the
success of this program was the performance of the Schools Concert Band
which achieved distinction in an international competition In Vienna this
year. We were very pleased to provide assistance to the Band In its
European tour and are proud of the achievements of these young Western
Australian musicians. In order to extend the teaching of music in schools
the Department will appoint specialist music teachers to some of the
larger primary schools in 1977.

The Government also wishes to improve the physical education
standards of children in its schools and, to this end, will implement in 1977
a policy of placing specialist physical education teachers in a number of
larger primary schools.

The quality of education In primary schools will be improved still
further by the appointment of specialist art teachers.

It is intended that the appointment of specialist music, physical
education and art teachers will be extended to other primary schools as a
result of the experience gained in 1977.
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The program of providing assistance to teaching staff in schools by way
of teacher aides in infant and pre-primary classes, library aides and
assistants, laboratory assistants and general clerical staff will be continued
and provision has been made for the appointment of 203 additional staff
in these categories.

There is a continued upsurge in interest in technical and further
education. Demands for courses for vocational purposes as well as for
personal education are taring the resources of technical schools.

In order to ease the growing burden on present lecturing staff and to
meet the increased demand for technical education, an additional 184
teachers will be engaged in the Technical Education Division in 1977.

The education of isolated children will continue to receive attention
and the initiatives taken last year will be extended in 1977. Correspondence
education will be improved and expanded. Changes in the staffing
arrangements for the Correspondence School and Schools of the Air are
aimed at improving the services to children in remote areas. The Isolated
Schools Matriculation Project is being watched closely, as this service could
attract heavy enrolments in the near future.

Funds have been provided for some new developments designed to
enrich school life, particularly for children in country areas who do not
have ready access to the special services and interschool activities available
to metropolitan children.

* Special study camps-A sum of $30 000 has been provided to
enable vacation camps to be conducted for gifted students from
both primary and secondary schools. The subjects covered will
be Science, Creative Writing and mathematics, the latter
courses being in addition to those already held by the
Mathematics Association.

* Country High Schools Annual Sports Carnival-A travel
subsidy will be provided for students competing at the Country
High Schools Annual Sports Carnival. The subsidy will take
the form of a per capita amount based on a sliding scale
related to distance travelled to Perth.

As the Carnival is held in August an allocation of about
$30 000 will be made in the following year's budget to meet
the cost of subsidies for the 1977 carnival.

* Courses for mothers in isolated areas-The newly created
education complex at Chidley Point is to be used during the
summer vacation to provide courses for mothers of children
in isolated areas. The programs will be designed to help
mothers whose children are studying by correspondence. The
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courses will also be open to governesses nominated by parents.
Provision has been made in the estimates to meet the cost
of the new scheme including payment of subsidies for travel
and accommodation.

Aid to Independent Scftools

In the Government's policy speech before the last elections I stated
our belief in freedom of choice in education and undertook to gradually
Increase assistance to independent schools.

In our first year in office we lifted per capita grants to non-government
schools to 23% of the cost to the State of educating pupils in government
schools and widened the range of interest subsidies on school buildings.
The per capita grants are of particular benefit because payments escalate
each year in accordance with the rise in our expenditure on government
schools.

The value of the formula to independent schools Is shown by the fact
that In the three years since 1973/74 grants to non-government schools
have risen from $3.3 million to $7.3 million in the current year on the
existing formula basis.

However, we fully recognise the impact which rising costs have had
on private schools and on the parents of children who attend them.

We therefore intend to increase the per capita grants to Independent
schools from 23% of the cast to the State of educating Its pupils to 25%.

Mr Jamieson: That is generous!

Sir CHARLES COURT: The new rates will apply from 1st January 1977,
and will provide an additional $1.1 million to non-government schools In
a full year. A sum of $572 000 has been included in the Estimates to
provide for the additional cost in 1976/77.

The total provision in the Estimates for independent schools in 1976/fl
Is therefore $7.9 million.

It will be apparent from the outline I have just given that major
changes are taking place at all levels of education and greatly increased
resources are being made available. But the time is fast approaching when
the community must re-assess what is being achieved by way of improved
educational standards in terms of gains for the children concerned and the
Impact on their future lives rather than on the basis of dollars spent.
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Haspiltals

Estimated expenditure involved in the operation of hospital and medical
services is expected to rise from $215.6 million in 1975/76 to $258.4 million
in 1976/77, an Increase of almost 20%.

The completion of maj or hospital development projects is expected
to add substantially to recurrent costs in 1976/77. These projects include
the diagnostic block at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital which opened late
in 1975/76, the 60 bed ward block at Fremantle Hospital and major additions
to the Perth Dental Hospital.

A further addition to operating costs will arise through an expansion
this year of the new emergency department at the Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital.

At the request of the Commonwealth Government, inpatient fees in
public hospitals were increased from $20 and $30 per day to $40 and $60
per day respectively in all States from 1st October.

Mr Jamieson: At the request! It was at the insistence.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Increase is estimated to increase revenue
collections by $6.0 million during the current :financial year to a total of
$40.2 million in 1976/77.

Health Services

In recent years great strides have been made in the extension and
Improvement of health services throughout all areas of the State. Provision
has been made for further substantial progress this year with a lift of
34.7% In the proposed vote of the Public Health Department to $26.1
million.

Particular emphasis is being given to the extension of high standard
health services to people in remote areas, and to communities which have
lacked adequate facilities in the past.

It is planned to open new Community Health Centres this year at
Oeraldton, Karratha, Lake Varley and South Hedland and a new teaching
health centre at Claremont. The latter facility will function as a normal
health centre but In addition will be used to train newly qualified doctors
In the field of general medical practice. It is hoped by this means to
encourage more doctors to enter general practice rather than one of the
many specialties open to them.

There will be further expansion In the provision of health services to
aborigines and others with special needs.
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The highly regarded Itinerant Health Service is to be extended to
cover Fitzroy Crossing, Beagle Bay) Cundeelee, Strelley, Newman, Balgo
Hills and Warburton Range. The nursing staff who operate this service
do a remarkable job and Members should avail themselves of the
opportunity to obtain details of this and other health services from the
Minister when the Bill Is in committee.

.The School Dental Service Is now operating two Dental Therapy
Schools at Mt. Henry and at Warwick. Graduates from these schools
will be appointed to staff 29 new school dental clinics to be opened at
the commencement of the 1977 school year. With the assistance of
Commonwealth funds, the State is making rapid progress towards the
establishment of a comprehensive preventive dental service for all primary
school children.

Mental Health Services

Maj or advances are also being made In the provision of Mental Health
services.

The budget provides for expenditure on mental health to increase
by 31% to $34.9 million in 1976/77. Much of this increase will be necessary
to provide finance for staffing and operating costs for several new units
which have been completed or purchased during the past year.

The Government has a firm commitment to solving the accommodation
requirements for the profoundly intellectually handicapped. The 1976/77
budget makes a significant contribution towards achieving this objective,
and in addition, funds have been provided for other areas of need for
Intellectually handicapped persons.

Provision has been made for staffing and operating the Ross Memorial
Hospital, Yokine Hospital and for one additional hostel to be acquired
during the financial year.

Construction has commenced on the new Sussex Hostel, Innaloo which
is expected to be commissioned in 1977.

The completed program will meet all known accommodation
requirements until October 1978.

Facilities for the training of children and adults who are mentally
retarded are also to be expanded. In this regard, funds winl be provided
to operate the following new units: -

* Brighton Hostel, Inglewood, a 36 bed hostel for the less
severely intellectually handicapped. The hostel commenced
receiving residents on 30th August, 1976.

2806



[Tuesday, 5 October, 19761 2807

0 Hove Centre, Inglewood, where there are two 35 place units,
namely an adult day activity unit and a special care unit.
Both facilities Will provide training for children and adults
who live at home, but who will attend the centres on a daily
basis.

* Hostels at West Perth and Kwinana which will accommodate
a total of 32 less severely intellectually handicapped persons.
These residents will attend outside workshops or other centres
during the week.

The care and training of intellectually handicapped children and
adults involves a high staff to resident ratio. However, the trends and
results In independence training are particularly encouraging and should
greatly improve the quality of life of the residents and their families.

In addition to its own programs, the Government continues to give
substantial support to voluntary agencies. The budget provides for the
payment of a grant to the Slow Learning Children's Group of $1 050 000
in 19r76/77, an increase of $250 000 over last year.

Conservation and Environment

Discussions are proceeding with the Federal Government to return to
the States their responsibility for environmental matters. This Is another
welcome advance under the New Federalism Policy so the dual administra-
tion of recent years has been unnecessary, inefficient and frustrating.

As a measure of our concern for the protection of our natural
environment, the proposed vote for the Department of Conservation and
Environment this year has been increased to $1.4 million compared to
$727 000 spent last year.

The major increase will occur In the expenditure on field projects
designed to obtain information on which to base early decisions on
environmental management. It is proposed to spend $690 000 on 20
projects encompassing a broad range of topics.

The Hardy Inlet study when completed this year Will become a model
for this type of investigation. It was undertaken in response to a proposal
to mine heavy mineral sands in the Inlet and In accordance with the
Government's stated policy in such cases.
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Work will continue in association with local government authorities
and other government departments on the study of our coastal zones.
Our beaches and their environs are one of our most valuable natural
assets and It is the Government's Policy to develop sensible management
guidelines to ensure that they remain so.

Other studies will be devoted to the Donnybrook sunklands, wetlands
resources, activity on the Swan and Canning rivers, the Peel Inlet, Cockburn
Sound and bauxite mining in the Darling Ranges and an ongoing program
of monitoring the atmosphere.

Agriculture

The estimates include an amount of $19.9 million for continuation
of the research, extension and other services of the Department of
Agriculture.

The quality of the Department's research is internationally established
and a maj or agricultural development in Libya is being directed by an
officer of the Department assisted by a team of Western Australian
farmers and technicians. Other teams have visited Algeria, Spain and
Nigeria in an advisory capacity while Algerian, Spanish and Mediterranean
scientists have visited the Department to study local practices.

The Department's extension services to farmers make use of press,
radio and television to achieve maximum penetration. A new service of
local Agricultural Memo's and Farmuotes has proved most successful. It
has been used effectively in recent months to greatly assist farmers in
drought areas by dealing with topics such as feeding and watering
drought affected livestock.

In addition to providing technical advice to farmers, field staff are
increasingly being asked to advise on financial planning and farm
management as production costs increase.

A sum of $363 000 is provided for an intensive experimental sugar
growing program on the Ord. The trials are being conducted with the
assistance of the Queensland Bureau of Sugar Experiment Stations and
are aimed to establish yields and sugar levels and highlight any special
techniques that may be required for commercial cane growing in the area.

Members will recall changes to the Agriculture Protection Board's
operations brought about by the repeal of the Vermin and Noxious Weeds
Acts and the enactment of the Agriculture and Related Resources
Protection Act and amendments to the Agriculture Protection Board Act.
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A sum of $4 million is provided In the Miscellaneous Services
Division of the Estimates under the heading of Agriculture Protection
Board. A further amount of $250 000 Is shown under the item Declared
Plants and Animals Control Fund in accordance with the Government
agreement to support the cost of controlling vermin and noxious plants
on pastoral leases.

Forestry

Recent amendments to the Forests Act have resulted in changes in
the presentation of the Estimates for the Forests Department.

For many years, 90% of the net proceeds of forestry revenue has been
paid from Consolidated Revenue to the Reforestation Fund. The
allocation from General Loan Fund was also paid to that account and the
Department met all of its expenses) both capital and recurrent from the
Fund.

In recent years the Department's operating expenditure has exceeded
the contribution paid through Consolidated Revenue Fund and, as a result,
scarce Loan Funds have been used to meet operating expenses.

The amended Act has discontinued the previous formula for funding
operations and the Department's accounts have been properly structured
into recurrent and capital items. Allocations will now be made to the
Department from Consolidated Revenue Fund and General Loan Fund
according to the classification of its expenditure needs.

The sum of $10.1 million is to be provided from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund in 1976/77 compared with $8.2 million last year. The balance
of the funds to be expended by the Forests Department this year comprises
General Loan Funds, Commonwealth funds and other miscellaneous
receipts.

As a result of this changed approach, expenditure on forestry activities
amounting to $609 000 will be charged to the Consolidated Revenue Fund
this year instead of to the General Loan Fund, thereby making available
an equivalent amount of Loan Funds to support the State capital works
program.

Oter Activities

As details of other departmental votes can be obtained from the
responsible Minister when the appropriations are being dealt with In
committee, I do not propose to speak at length on other items of expendi-
ture apart from drawing attention to some other special features.

(94)
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* Apple growers in Western Australia are faced with difficult
marketing conditions and escalating costs. As an incentive for
the removal of surplus trees, the Government has decided to
offer additional financial assistance to growers. Grants will be
available on a linked basis with funds provided under the
Commonwealth Fruitgrowing Reconstruction Scheme. Up to
$150 per acre or approximately $1.50 per tree will be available
subject to a rower receiving a Federal grant. $40 000 has been
Provided this year to supplement the $90 000 allocated by the
Commonwealth Government.

* A pilot scheme will commence in the Moora area early next
year for the training of farm and station workers. Twenty-one
farmers in the district have already Indicated that they would
be prepared to participate by employing a trainee. The
Commonwealth Government has also agreed to support the
project under the National Employment and Training (NEAT)
scheme. An amount of $10 000 has been provided in the Budget
for this scheme.

* The Royal Agricultural Society plans to construct a new
exhibition building at the Claremont Showgrounds at a cost
of $750 000. The Government has agreed to provide one-third
of the cost by meeting Interest and repayments on a loan of
$250 000 over seven years and provision is made in the budget
for the first instalment.

* The Government has agreed to a recommendation of the
Apprenticeship Advisory Committee to pay a living-away-
from-home allowance to country apprentices who attend a
two week intensive training course In the city. Apprentices
employed In the metropolitan area attend weekly day release
classes conducted by the Technical Education Department and
the two week intensive course is designed to provide similar
training for country apprentices. Therefore, from 1st January,
1977, living away from home allowances will be paid to country
apprentices attending these courses. It is estimated that about
1 600 apprentices will benefit from the scheme at a cost to the
Government of $30 000 In 1976/77 and $41 000 In a full year.

* Under the new tax sharing arrangements, the Western
Australian Local Government Grants Committee has recently
been established to advise on the distribution of funds from
the Commonwealth and State Governments to local authorities.
Provision has been made for staff support and administrative
costs Incurred by the committee in the proposed allocation of
$814 000 for the Department of Local Government.

2810
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* The Government subsidy of local authority sewerage schemes
will be increased, operative from 1st July, 1976. Previously the
Government provided a contribution of up to 75% of the debt
service charges to help meet the operating losses on local
schemes. As from this year, the State contribution will be
increased to a maximum of 85% of debt service charges where
losses are incurred.

* Last year, government subsidies for both capital and operating
costs of local authority swimming pools were substantially
increased. As a result, the maximum subsidy for the con-
struction of swimming pools is at present $35 000 in the case
of pools north of the 26th parallel and $30 000 in the case
of pools in the south situated more than 15 miles from the
coast. Pools within 15 miles of the coast are eligible for a
maximum subsidy of $15 000.

Swimming pools are no longer mainly recreational in
purpose; they are centres for swimming training, competition
and water sports. In line with our policy of promoting wider
community participation in active sports, the distinction
between pools situated more or less than 15 miles from the
coast will be abolished and all local authority pools in the
south of the State will in future be eligible for a maximum
subsidy of $30 000.

* As from 11th July this year, War Widows were granted con-
cessions for metropolitan transport services on the same basis
as other eligible pensioners. It is now proposed to extend to
War Widows the same concessions that apply to pensioner
travel outside the metropolitan area, namely half fare travel
on Westrail country passenger services; one free return trip
per year to or from any country centre serviced by Westrail;
free travel to Perth for medical reasons and one annual free
return trip south to pensioners residing in the North of the
State.

The extended concessions will apply from 1st November,
1976, and will cost an estimated $25 000 in a full year.

* For many years the State has given assistance towards the
running expenses of Senior Citizens Centres. It has been
decided to raise the limit of these grants, which are to offset
operating deficiencies, to $2 000 a year for each centre from
this financial year.

The increase will lift the annual cost of the scheme to
$54000.
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* The grant to the National Parks Authority has been increased
by almost 75% to $1 379 000 in 1976/77. As the Authority is
now responsible for the management of more than ten million
acres of parkland a substantial Increase in funds is necessary
to enable it to develop parks for community use. Seven
additional rangers are to be appointed and four of these will
be placed at Serpentine, Yallingup and Cowaramup, Leeuwin
and Scott River and Porongorups National Parks. Funds have
also been allocated for improvements to Yanchep Inn to meet
the requirements of the Licensing Court.

* In addition to the normal allocations for recurrent and capital
costs, a special grant of $150 000 has been provided to the
Kings Park Board to meet the construction costs of a new
administrative building. This project will help meet a long
established need and at the same time help to generate
employment for the private sector workforce.

* More than $400 000 have been provided in the Estimates of
the Pollee Department to enable the appointment of an
additional 60 police officers to strengthen the establishment
of the Police Force.

* Provision has been made for the appointment of 40 additional
staff to the Road Traffic Authority to assist with licensing and
examination of vehicles and to relieve patrolmen of clerical
duties. Funds have also been provided for the appointment
of a further 50 crosswalk attendants which will lift the total
number employed in the metropolitan area and major country
centres to 292.

* The proposed Public Works Department vote of $36.9 million
exceeds last year's allocation by over 21%, a significant
increase In real terms. Important areas where substantial
expenditure growth will occur are building maintenance,
school ground upgrading and the improvement and upkeep
of rivers and foreshores.

Expenditure on building maintenance mainly relates to
mechanical and electrical services and equipment and the
43% rise in this Item to $13.3 million will give a much needed
boost to the private sector.

* The Government's policy of decentralising government
administration will take a maj or step forward this year with
the provision of $247 000 In the vote for the Office of Regional
Administration and the North-West to meet the cost of
Regional Offices at Kalgoorlie, Albany, Bunbury, Carnarvon,
Geraldton and Esperance. Provision has also been made In
this allocation for the newly appointed Ord Project Manager.
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Mr Davies: I did not think you liked the regional concept.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the honourable member will recall his
history, he will realise that we Initiated regional development, and in its
proper concept of geographic and not political regions.

* Firms establishing or expanding In country towns have been
assisted by interest subsidies, rail freight concessions and
rebates of pay-roil tax under the Assistance to Decentralized
Industry Act. A sum of $136 000 was spent on these
decentraizsation Incentives last year and it is proposed to lift
the provision in 1976/77 to $250 000, an increase of 84%.

* The number of tourists travelling to Western Australia by car
is forecast to double within 12 months now that the
bituminising of Eyre Highway has been completed.

There has already been a substantial growth of tourist
facilities along the highway and more are planned.

The Department of Tourism plans a special $140 000
promotional campaign this year to ensure the State derives
maximum benefit from the Increased tourist traffic.

* Charitable and other community organisations in common
with all other sections of the community are struggling against
rising costs. Moreover, they are experiencing increasing
competition in public fund raising and frequently have
difficulty in achieving targets.

The Government has endeavoured to assist within the
limits of its own resources but we must obviously look to the
organisations concerned to tailor their expansion plans to the
funds available and to budget wisely In these dtifficult times.

Nevertheless, Members will note from the Miscellaneous Services
Division of the Estimates that substantially increased grants have been
provided to a wide range of organisations including-

The Spastic Welfare Association-grant increased by $200 000 to
$900 000 this year.

St. John Ambulance Association-a rise of $63 000 to $1 870 000 in
operating and capital grants.

St. John Ambulance Brigade-raised from $10 500 to $16 000 in
1976/77.
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The Muscular Dystrophy Research Association-annual grant of

$12 000 increased to $18 000 for the nest triennium.

The Paraplegic-Quadriplegic Association-Following a special
supplementary grant of $30 000 at the end of 1975/76, the
Association will receive a total grant of $110 000 this year.

Conclusion

Mr Speaker, that concludes my survey of the budget which provides
for many forward moves aimed at improving the quality of life of the
whole community. It has been a longer speech than is usual on these
occasions and I thank Honourable Members for their patient hearing.

To sum up, the Estimates provide for expenditure of $1 132 792 000
against expected revenue of the same amount. The budget is therefore
balanced and progressive.

I now turn to the main purpose of the Bill which is to appropriate
the sums required for the services of the current financial year as detailed
In the Estimates. It also makes provision for the grant of supply to
complete requirements for this year.

Supply of $500 million has already been granted under the Supply
Act 1976 and a further supply of $510 788 000 is provided for in the Bill now
under consideration.

This total sum of $1 010 788 000 Is to be appropriated in the manner
shown in a schedule to the Bill.

The Bill also makes provision for the grant of further supply of $50
million from the Public Account for Advance to Treasurer which is to
supplement the sum of $15 million already granted under the Supply Act.

As well as authorising the provision of funds for the current year, the
Bill ratifies the amounts spent during 1975/76 in excess of the Estimates
for that year. Details of these excesses are given in the relevant schedule
to the Bill.

Before I commend the Bill to members and table the appropriate docu-
ments I want to pay my tribute to the Treasury officers who worked so
hard and so well in the preparation of the Budget and also during the life
of this and previous Governments. I do not think many members-even
Ministers--fully appreciate the amount of time, effort, and worry which
goes into the Treasury, not only in the preparation of Budgets, but also in
the overriding responsibility to try to ensure the State remains solvent.
Every Under-Treasurer worth his salt goes to bed every night hoping he
has done the right thing to ensure the Government remains solvent. The
same applies to Treasurers if they do their job properly.
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In Mr Les Mcarrey, who took over fraon Mr Ken Townsing, we have
an outstanding Under-Treasurer, one I would back against any of those
in the other States. He is very conscious of his responsibility not only
to the Government, but also to the Parliament and the people. He has a
very dedicated team with his deputy (Mr Boylan) and many other officers
who give an unbelievable amount of time to the work they do. Most mem-
bers, including Ministers, would be surprised if they knew what went on
behind the scenes. In fact, very rarely would anyone, other than the
Treasurer himself, know the extent of their dedication, their concern for
Lhe finances of the State, and their desire to advise Governments so that
they do not over-commit themselves. One of the problems -ali Govern-
ments have is that they incur some expenditure in one year, and the
expenditure might be minimal then, but It projects itself into future years
at astronomical and expanding levels.

This State has been very well served by its Under-Treasurers and never
better than by the team it has at the present time.

Members: Hear, hear!

Si CHARLES COURT: I commend the Bill to members, and in so doing
table the Estimates for 1976-77.

The following papers were tabled-

Consolidated Revenue Fund-Estimates of Revenue and Expen-
diture for the Year ending 30th June, 1977 (see paper No.
445.)

State Trading Concerns-Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the Year ending 30th June, 1977 (see paper No. 446).

The Western Australian Economy, 19 75-76 (see paper No. 447).
Financial Statement, 19 76-77 (see paper No. 448).

Applause by Government members.

Mr Jamieson: Order! Order!

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Jamieson (Leader of the Oppo-
sition).
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GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

TABLE 1 -BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30t JUNE, 1976

30th June,
1975

Funds Employed
1 361 435 713 Loan Rotations ... ... ... ..

241 122 571 Less Redemptions from Sinking Fund

1 120 313 142
120 348 000 Commionwealths Capital Grants - .. ..

1 240 661 142
-. Acquisition of Public Debt by Commonwealth .

1 240661 142

48407616 Trust Funds, Governmental ... .. ... ..
8932029 Less Investments... ...........

39 475 587

99983734 Trust Funds, Private
83257717 Less Investmsents........ ...............

6726017

30 049 645 Suspense Accounts.. ............
18 265 168 Commonwealth Grants and Advances ..
5 602 292 Trading Concerns and Public Utilities' flanking Accounts

1 340 779 851

30th June,
L976

S S

1 346 6225SOD
255 770 322

I 090 852 178
.... .... 160 447000D

I 251 299 178
96 100000

1 347 399 178.

88 476 533
9716 396

72 76D0 7

105 368 999
97 361 535

8001 464

47764027
.... .... 38583446

.... 16094390

1 536 602 642

Consolidated Revenue Fund:
Add Surplus for year........ ...................

9413 098 Less Deficit for year.. ...............

9 133 098 Balance
9 133 098 Less Amount paid from Commonwealth Capital Grants

1 340 779 851

1 411 223 221
12 326 93L
39413 162
14 864 098

1 477 827 412
241 122 571

1 236 704 841

57 5.44 590

5 468 370
390 535

5 858 905

13 671 787

18 757 385
1 066 143

5942
3 350 157

102 302
3 717 799

1 340 7798$51

qn, ".7

593 777

1 537 19%419

Employment of Funds
Works and Services-

Railways. Transport. Electricity. Hlarbours, Water Supplies. Housing, and
other State Undertakiags................. ..... ..... ... 530 153 223

Flotation Expenses and Discounts and Exchange.............13 591 458
Consolidated Revenue Fund Deficits (Funded).....................39 413162
Consolidated Revenue Fund Deficits (Funded from Commonwealth Capital

Grants) ............................................. 14864 098

1 598 021 941
Less Redemptions of Debt applied to depreciation of assets, etc.......255 770 322

1 342 251 619

Other Assets-
Short Term Investmnents.. .. .. ... .. .. .. 14444960

Cash at Bank -. ... .. ... .. ... .. ... 21 204 303
CashinLondon....................................183464

21 387 767

Stores Accounts...............................1d 2"303

Advances-
Treasurer's Advances to Departments. etc. .. .. .. .. ..
Trust Funds. Governmental (Overdrawn Accounts) ............... ....
Trust Funds, Private (Overdrawn Accounts) . .. ... ..
Trading Concerns and Public Utilities (Overdrawn Banking Accounts)..
Suspense (Overdrawn Accounts)..
Commonwealth Grants and Advances (Overdrawn Accunts)

TOTAL ASSETS

9258 812
122532
3.. 852
85 230

759 704

10830 130

1 537 196419
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H.-CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND

TABLE 2-REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE

ESTIMATE FOR 1975-76 COMPARED WITH ACTUAL FOR YEAR

Heads Estimate Actual Increase Decrease

$
REVENUE-

Taxation ..
Territorial ..
Law Courts ..
Departmental ..
Commonwealth
Public Utilities ..

192779 000
56 542 000
6 250 000

102012000
488477000
134613000

205 598 473
53 227 960
6 413 470

97 932 626
453723088
133965 781

S

12 819 473

163 470

$

3 314

407
34 753

647

040

374
912
219

... ... ... 980673 000 950861398 .... 29811602

EXPENDITURE-
Special Acts .. .. .. .. ..
Governmental--

Parliament .. .. .. .. ..
Premier and Treasurer .. .. ..
Minister for Works, and the North West ..
Minister for Justice and Chief Secretary ..
Minister for Agiuture -. .. ..
Minister for Poiceand Traffic ... ..
Minister for Educat on .. .. ..
Minister for Labour and Industry, Con-

sumer Affairs and Immigration... ..
Minister for Industrial Development and

M ines .. .. .. .. ..
Minister for Local Goverrnent and Town

Planning .... ... .. ... ..
Minister for Lands, Forests and Tourism ..
Minister for Health and Community Welfare
Minister for Housing, Conservation and the

Environment, and Fisheries and Wildlife
Public Utilities .... .... .... ... ..

TOTAL ... .. ... ..

SURPLUS ..... ... .. ... ..

106839 000 106 399 722

1 698 000
103 584000
36 045 000
24 917 000
18406 000
38 169 000

213681 000

4156 000

12 863 000

2 255 000
16 868 000

253733000

3 562 000
143897000

980 673000D

1 610 756
106544491
34 918 067
23849 132
17327520
39 573 216

216073 193

3 876 060

12 848 513

2 079 076
15 188 892

226 151 278

3 466 356
140 361 289

950267 621

25

1'
2:

439 278

....9 87244
1126ii933
1067 868

.0427 1078 480

392 193 ..

... 279 940

14487

... 175924
... 1679108
... 27581722

.... 95644
3 535 711

... 30405379

593 777 593 777

TOTAL
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IL.-CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND

TABLE 3-REVENUE

ESTIMATE FOR 1976-77 COMPARED WITH RECEIPTS IN PREVIOUS YEARS

Heads 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76 1976-77

TAXATION-
Land Tax .. .. ..
Stamp Duty .. .. ..
Probate Duty .. .. ..
Pay-roll Tax .. .. ..
Licenses ... .. ... ..
Third Party Insurance Surcharge
Tobacco Licenss . ..
Betting Taxes-

Totalisator Duty and Licenses
Bookmakers Betting Tax and

Licenses ... ... ....

Totalisator Agency Board
Betting Tax ... ..

Stamp Duty on Betting ..

TOTAL ... ..

TERRITORIAL AND DEPART-
MENTAL-
Land .... ... ..
Mining..... .... ....
Timber .. .. ..
Departmental Fees, etc.
Law Courts ... ..

TOTAL ..

S

10 880 204
26 096 900

7 656 340
38 944 355
5 034 935
2401 857

870 221

527 622

4 652 317
75 850

97 140 601

... 1895
.. 32003
... 3263
.. 66711

3 035

106
478
802
123
327

10 435 283
31 426 636
10315 930
58 578 963
5 984229
2 592 045

1 061 829

648 227

5 804 039
81 393

126928 574

2 083 178
37 516 539
3 746 165

74 101 991
3 700 396

$

10 723 891
30 344 168
10234 157
90 060 688
6 964 789
2 753 888

1 314 325

724 463

7 097 932
88 858

160307 159

1 985
42 805
4 218

95 933
5 225

375
989
740
275
232

..106 908 836 121148 269 150168 611

S

12405960
44 201 734
11 918 865

110341 319
9 153 578
2930456
3576813

1 656869

861 403

8 464 137
87 339

205 598 473

S

10 500 000
49 309 000
10 050 000
124760000
10109 000
3004000
7700 000

1 866 000

1 008 000

9 600 000
88 000

227994000

2024191 2133000
46043737 53111000
5 160032 5664000
97 932 626 113039000
6413470 7090000

157574056 181037000

COMMONWEALTH-
Financial Assistance Grant (a)
Additional Assistance Grant ..
Special Temporary Addition ..
Special Revenue Assistance ..
Debt Charges Assistance ..
Interest Contribution... ..
Specific Purpose Grants ..

TOTAL ... ..

PUBLIC UTILITIES-
Country Areas Water Supplies,

Sewerage and Drainage ... 8371 157
Railwvays ., .... 60 716 866
State Batteries ... .. .. 69 633

TOTAL .. ... 69 157656

186 369 458
6 500 000
3 500 000

3 3i6 603
946 864

212388 133
6 500 000
3 500 000
2 854 510
4422 138

946 864
3 703 932

273 330 157
6500 000

7 072 938
5 527 672

946 864
21 465 318

363030 612

84 64
89 745 612

200632925 234315577 314842949 453723088

9 816 180
75 412 670

62 098

85 290 948

!1480 937
97 319 026

121 239

108921 222

15585 665
118 167 174

212 942

133 965 781

GRAND TOTAL .. 473840018 567683368 734239941 950 861 398 1132792000

(a) Tax Sharing Entitlement in 1976-77

4440D0000

97000
138 231 000

583 178 000

16 430 000
124 000000D

153 000

140 583000D
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IL-CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND

TABLE 4-RECEIIPTS FROM COMMONWEALTH TAKEN TO CONSOLIDATED REVENUE
FUND (a)

ESTIMATE FOR 1976-77 COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS YEARS

Type of Grant 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76 1976-77

GENERAL REVENUE
GRANTS-
Financial Assistance Grant-

Formula Grants (I,) ..
Additional Assistance Grant
Special Temporary Addition

TOTAL .. .. ..

Special Revenue Assistance ..
Debt Charges Assistance ..
interest Contributions... ..

TOTAL GENER-AL
REVENUE GRANTS

$ S $ $ S

186369458 212388233 273330157 363030612 444000000
6 500000O 6500000 6500000 .....
3 500 000 3 500 000 .....

196369458 222 318133 279830157 363030612 44400DO000

... 2854510 7072938 .....
3316603 4422 138 5 527672 ..

946864 9468B64 946864 946 864 47 000

200632925 230611645 293377631 363977476 444 947000O

SPECIFIC PUR-POSE GRANTS-
Aboriginal Advancement Pro-

gram ... .. ... ..
Agriculture Projects ... ..
Apple Export Industry ..
Apprenticeship Training Scheme
(c)... ..

Area Improvement Program ..
Childhood Services Program ..
Community Health Program_.
Family Law Court . . ..
Family Planning Program ..
Fisheries and Wildlife Projects....
Health Services Planning and

Research Program ... ..
Home Care Services (c) ..
Hospitals Agreement... ..
Moore River Investigations ..
National Air Monitoring Program
National Estate Program ..
Schools Commission..... ....
Schools Dental Service ..
Social Education Materials Pro-

ject ... .. ... ..
Technical and Further Educa-

tion ... .. ... ..
Tourist Facilities
Water Resources Measurement

TOTAL SPECIFIC PUR-
POSE GRANTS ..

GRAND TOTAL ..

387 500

367000D

1500

767 000

201 399925

1 669 634
334 650

43 875

50357

.1088
1 499 800

477 053

4 082 457

234694 102

6212364 6736883
997 036 1 5647136
515902 259283

53219
582 323

23i 000
120 153

49 494

l'i2 747
9 788 539
1 097 283

267 912
28 796

1 616550

10000o
5137.54

1 961 131
82 252
14 590
99 896

137 000

56 301 889
412430

33 333
29 678

15 232 472
1 891 640

99 571

2 278 038
269 436

1 817 600

8 466 000
1 820000

113000

179000
3 345 000
1 031 000

81000

120 000

9503700
88 000

18571000
2 745 000

5 000

3 038 000
125 000

1 850 000

21 465 318 89 745 612 138 231000

314 842 949 453 723 088 583 178 000

(a) For detailed historical background of these receipts refer to Return No. 39, Financial Statement,
1975-76.

(b) Tax Sharing Entitlement 1976-77
(c) Receipts from the Commonwealth for these schemes are, no longer taken to Consolidated

Revenue Fund. For the amount received in 1975-76 refer to Table 45.
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IL-CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND

TABLE 5-EXPENDITURE

ESTIMATE FOR 1976-77 COMPARED WITH EXPENDITURE IN PREVIOUS YEARS

Head 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76 1976-77

SPECIAL ACTS .. .. ..
GOVERNMENTAL-

Parliament 
..Premier's (a) ..

Public Service Board. ...
Treasury ..... .....
Computer Centre
Superannuation Board
Government Stores ... ..
Government Printing Office ..
Audit... ..
Taxation... ..
Miscellaneous Services
Public Works ..
Harbour and Light
North West
Crown Law (b) .. .
Chief Secretary's (c) .. .
Department of Corrections ..
Agriculture ..
Police ... ..
Road Traffic Authority
Education
Labour and Industry (e) ..
Immigration .. .. ..
Industrial Development ..
Mines ... ..
Fuel and Power Commission ..
Local Government ... ..
Town Planning .. .. ..
Lands and Surveys ... ..
Bush Fires Board
Forests............... ...
Department of Tourism ..
Medical .......... ...
Health....... ..
Mental Health Services... ..
Community Welfare ... ..
Conservation and Environment
Fisheries and Wildlife... ..
Sundries ......... .... ..

TOTAL GOVERNMENTAL

PUBLIC UTILTES-
Country Areas Water Supplies,

Sewerage and Drainage ..
Railways .. .. ..
State Batteries......

TOTAL PUBLIC UTILITIES

GRAND TOTAL..... ....

SURPLUS FOR YEAR ..
DEFICIT FOR YEAR ..

$
77 778 417

63! 339
1 100079
603 584
599 531
681 523
165 590
705 604

3 766 859
534929

2 543 457
48 238 992
15 530 571

1 825 824
95 544

6440721
943 978

5 368 015
8 327 876

15 631 481
(d)

94 546 685
1 371 198

(f)
1 358 969
5 372973

44055
334 074
629 446

4 880 224
248 510

2 478 522
1 027 000

53 750 389
6 343 123

11 771 421
11 427 464

128 006
1 230481

311 178 637

16444 305
71 196 224

731 945

88 372 474

477329528

3489 510

£
83 334 230

795 289
1 445 615
878 577
755 847
749 732
178 465
918 623

4 779 391
608 056

2752686
57 053 026
14797 329
2 088 827

197 636
7949 896
1 157 182
6 248 411
11 240 578
16 855 503
1 870 557

115981 660
1 810 569

544 872
1 965 803
5 931 814

177 790
404 949
792 084

5 203 539
294 645

2 997 932
1 187996

77 245 400
8 726 573

'14 868 880
12 711 044

202 133
1 532 881

385 901 790

18 682 398
84 601 892

894 058

104 178 348

573 414 368

5731000

S
93 388 150

1 299 358
1 867 914
1 140008
1 106428
1 123 586
379 822

1 313 092
7 057 199

806 200
3 623 415

59 7501l76
20 224 856
2 579 382

302 703
10 378 858
1 575 929
8 507 336

15454473
26 184 236
3 441 808

165 705 267
2 693 065
597 299

2 248 073
7 663 081

273 446
549 084

1 199 779
681.1 745
383 074

3926485
1 686 012

110983 568
15 828 525
21 349 290
15 725 571

461 797
2 288 920

528490860

24 447 820
95 954 298
1 091 911

121 494 029

743373039

9 133 098

S S
106399722 122 004000D

1 610756 1890000O
2 976 775 2 828 990
1 355201 1 710000
1 288789 1 605 000
1467073 1520000
474 277 500 000

1483631 1 700000O
7864199 9021000
928 834 1 089 000

4073596 4 674 000
84632116 89 067000
30383 948 36908000
4041 663 4712000

492 456 855 000
12080629 14 609000D

1 771 782 2 123000O
9 996 721 11715000
17 327 520 19 913 000
27 049 657 31714 000
12 523 619 14 577 000

216073 193 258411000
3 212 035 3 859 990

664025 769 000
3957 112 5138000
8891401 9814000

6i s1o hi4o00
1 461566 1849 000
7 887 392 '9 785 000
559 923 819 000

4082978 8671000
2 658 599 2586000

161099305 213853000
19 383 717 26118000
26 655 985 34 922 000
19012271 22486000

726 847 1 428 990
2739509 3300000

... 30

703 506 610 857 355000D

24 573 723
114368 827

1 418 739

140361 289

950 267 621

593 777

28 461 000
123499000

1 473 000

153433 000

113279200D

(a) Includes Governor's Establishment, Government Motor Car Service, London Agency and Tokyo
Agency. (b) Includes Corporate Affairs Office, Office of Titles, Public Trust Office, Electoral and
Licensing. (c) Includes Registry and Astronomical Services. (d) Previously provided under Police.
(e) includes Industrial Commission, Public Service Arbitration and Consumer Affairs Bureau.
(f) Previously provided under Lands and Surveys.



1.-CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND

TABLE 6-EXPENDITURE, NORTH WEST

ESTIMATE FOR 1976-77 COMPARED WITH EXPENDITURE IN PREVIOUS YEARS

Head 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76 1976--77

$ $ s $ $

DEPARTMENTAL-
Agriculture .. .. ..
Community Welfare -.. ..
Country Water Supplies, Sewerage,

Drainage and Irrigation ..
Education .. . .. ..
Harbour and Light ... ..
M edical ... .. ... ..
Police ... .. ... ..
Public Health .. .. ..
Public Works .. .. ..
Other ... .. ... ..

ORD RIVER IRRIGATION PRO-

Salaries and Allowances... ..
Operating Expenses. ... ..
Assistance to Cotton Growers ..
Other ... .. ... ..

GENERAL,
Air Transport of Perishable Goods

to Remote Centres ... ..
Students Fares to Remote Centres
W.A. Coastal Shipping Commis-
sion-Loss .. .. ..

Pensioners Travel Concessions-
Annual free trip South to pen-
siohers residing in North West ..

Rent Reductions North West
Houses-Reimbursement to
State Housing Commission ..

TOTAL.......... ....

1 040 007
665 107

3 750 335
2 982 793
1 011 312
4 730 579

670 000
385 333

2 000 730
1 145 910

161 431
608 554
201 966
452 822

18 705
70 586

4 629 436

1 146 731
829 868

5 182 920
3 774 068
1 123 853
5 768 861

687 830
1 319 396
2 479 503
1 490 437

197 000
604 320
175 388
563 780

32 029
115 373

4 582 258

1 234 939
1 729 188

5 789 027
4 573 463
1 356 577
8 420 453
1 130243
2 729 908
3 257 393
1 788 940

144 275
675 979
935 130
653 770

45 522
133 110

5 079 660

1 346 084
1 974 453

6 112431
8 083 753
1 487 658

18 875 754
1 689 314
3 2498$14
3 332 851
2 880 215

167
810
660

1 141

550
509
523
959

19 293
120 680

7 293 930

3 021

146 727

24678 333

208 219 285 632 349 350

30 281 834 39 963 209 59 599 142

1 969 000
2 046 000

6 646 000
9 689 000
1 529 000

21 145000
1 910 000
3 879 000
4451 000
3 885 000

190 000
909 000
81 000

1 096 000

35 500
192 500

6 125 000

21 000

380 000

66 179 000

[ASSEMBLY]2822
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IL-CONSOLDATED REVENUE FUND

TABLE 7-EXPENDITURE

FUNCTIONAL ANALYSTS AND COST PER HEAD OF POPULATION

Details 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76 1976-77

$
SOCIAL SERVICES

EDUCATION-
Primary .... .. .. ..
Secondary .. . ..
Technical .... .... ..
Teacher Training and Special

Services .... ..
Transport of Children..... ....
Assistance to Private Schools ..
Libraries, Museums and Theatres
Other .. .. ..

39 113 635
33 994 758
10076 865

9 988 398
4 l05 589
1 082 449
2 314 090

18 256 850

$

45 459 656
41 995 528
13913710

12 301 148
5 156 305
3 258 725
3 445 701

13 685 209

TOTAL EDUCATION .... 118932 634 139 216 582
per capita 111176 128-35

PUBLIC HEALTH-
Hospitals .... ... . .. 52 128 567 75 411 136
Mental Hospitals .. ...11 838 747 14 935 403
Health of School Children ... 561 192 1 027 652
Ambulance Services .. ... 1 010 381 1 348 505
Maternal and Wnant Health

Centres ... .... . .. 1222 764 1437721
Other...... .............. 8464 239 10 689 382

$

68 092 604
58 432 783
18892114

13 000 392
6582 108
4 561 783
4 674 642

10 328 830

184565256
165-67

108460312
21 499 685
2 138 636
2 060 604

1 985 746
17 551 364

$

90 145 946
80 619 180
254917614

16 500 598
8064602
6 090 247
7 250 038

11 199395

245 367 620
215-61

159416 766
26 386 586
3 232 520
2 818 693

2 252 516
20 124 592

$

108909000
96 687 000
30 279 000

19 617000
9 832 000
7 913 000
8 644 000

12 765 000

294646000
252-70

211641 000
34 538 000
4 863 000
3 354 000

2 676000
27 587 000

TOTAL PUBLIC HEALTH 75 231 890 104 850 399 153696347 214231 673 284653 000
per capita 70-69 96-67 137-96 188-25 244-13

WELFARE-
Welfare Institutions ... ..
Maintenance Allowances ..
Pensioners Travel Concessions ..
Other .. .. ..

1 580 712
5 150 386
1 934 805
5 224 144

2 183 932
4766115
2 723 863
6 626 773

2 953 665
3 156 323
3 722 555

11 141 907

3 778 119
3 742 825
3 683 415

13 791 621

4 008 000
5 224 000
3 568 000

17 266 000

TOTAL WELFARE .... 13 890 047 16 300 683 20 974 450 24 995 980 30 066 000
per capita 13-05 15-03 18-83 21-96 25-79

LAW, ORDER AND PUBLIC
SAFETY-
Police ... .. ... ..
Prisons ... ..
Administration and Justice ..
Custody and Care of Delinquent

Children .. .. ..
Other ... .. ... ..

TOTAL LAW, ORDER AND
PUBLIC SAFETY ..

per capita

TOTAL SOCIAL SERVICES
per capita

16338762 17707154
5 933 730 6 831 644
4 896 667 5 695 912

1 667 513 1 979 245
1 350 190 3 262 318

30 186 862 35 476 273
28-37 32-71

238 241433 295 843 937
223-87 272-76

27 679 070
9 389 070
7 908 876

2 537 716
5 486 881

41 470 089
10 954 158

9 259 331

2 767 851
2 527 277

53 001 613 66978 706
47-58 58-86

412237 666 551 573 979
370-04 484-69

49 826 000
12 973 000
10 838 000

3 457 000
3 047 000

80 141 000
68-73

689506 000
591- 34
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IL.-CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND

Table 7-Expenditure-continued

FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS AND COST PER HEAD OF POP ULATION-continued

Details 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76 1976-77

DEVELOPMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES AND ASSIST-
ANCE TO INDUSTRY-

Country Water Supply, Sewerage
and Drainage .... .I.. .... 14370746

Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairy-
ing...........10412 136

Mines and Minerals 6 329 139
Forestry .. ... . ... 4 749067
Lands -. .. ...... 4513 127
National Development ......... 3 845 574
Fisheries and Wildlife..... ..... 1 270 031
Other .. ... .. ... 7 119283

TOTAL DEVELOPMENT
AND ASSISTANCE .... 52 609 103

per capita 49-44

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNI-
CATION-

Railways .... . ... .171 570 636
Buses and Ferries .... ... 4656 505
Shipping and Harbours ... .... 9 001 395
Other .... " .. .... 118402

TOTAL TRANSPORT AND
COMMUNICATION ... 85346 938

per capita 80-20

PUBLIC DEBT CHARGES-
Interest.................... 54 289 950
Sinking Fund...... .. ....... 10 990 301
Loan Management.............553 650

TOTAL PUBLIC DEBT
CHARGES........... 65 833 901

per capita 61-86

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
AND SERVICES........... 22765 581

per capita 21139
LEGISLATURE .... .... .... 2458430

per capita 2'31
REGULATION OF TRADE AND

INDUSTRY .... .... .... 1 982 792
per capita 1.86

MISCELLANEOUS .. 8091 350
per capita 7-60

GRAND TOTAL ........ 477 329 528
per capita 448-53

16 456 670

13 388 198
7 268 889
5 744 574
5262 157
4 849 972
1 564 083
7 839 299

62 373 842
57-51

85 029724
5 786 090
9 422 074

144 503

100372391
92-54

57 606 984
11 592756

578 210

69 777 950
64-33

29358 185
27-07

3 241 505
2-99

2 504 378
2-31

9942 180
9-17

573414 368
528-66

S

21 311 155

18725 519
9 314 661
6841 215
6 878 652
5 360 127
2 372 181
9 744 099

80 547 609
72-30

96 498344
14 600 308
20597413

367 573

122063 638
109- 57

62 968 246
12 331 807

630 741

75 930 794
68-16

31 571 506
28-34

4 075 809
3-66

3 713 448
3-33

13 232 569
11-88

743 373 039
667-28

31 313 102

21 945 848
10 707 508
8 145 575
7 949 520
7 679 983
2 946 123

10 848 799

102 536458
89-22

115 073 903
19753 586
13911 820

285 445

149024 754
130-95

69 625 024
12 000 000

610 020

82 235 044
72-26

30983 000

24 663 000
It 822 000
20 028 000
9 877 000

10 034 000
3610000

10194000

111 209 000
95-38

124237000
20 025 000
16 076 000

451 000

160 789000D
137-90

81 155 000
13 00O000

659 000)

94 814000
81-32

36 771 745 40 533 000
32-31 34-76

5517147 6611000
4-85 5-67

4 777 634 5587000
4-20 4-79

18 830860 23 743 000
16-55 20-36

950267621 1132 792000D
835-03 971 -52

Based on estimated mean populations, viz. 1975-76 1 138 000; 1976-77 1 166 000.
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fl.-CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND

TABLE fi-ORD RIVER IRRIGATION SCHEMEE-INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

ESTIMATE FOR 1976-77 COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS YEARS

H-ead 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76 1976-77

$ S S S

ACCRUED INCOME-
Water Supplies 45 877 54 290 73 814 89 261 85 ODD
Sewerage.. .............. 8659 16873 17305 22352 25000
Irrigation..... .... 198 859 172 997 141 239 J381 8G4 135 000
Kununurra Hotel 168 815 196 298 121 432 139 151 120 000
Kununurra Airport .. ... .. 5 503 20 302 8 469 38 498 50 000

TOTAL INCOME ... .... 427 713 460 759 362 259 4106 415 000

EXPENDITURE-
Salaries and Allowances generally 161 431 197 000 144 275 167 550 190 000
Administration Expenses ... 30 111 43 973 33 627 33 311 36 000
Operating Expenses-

Irrigation ....... 535 727 532703 596134 717933 800000O
Water Supply .. ... 62 584 58 124 64951 78 181 92 000
Sewerage ... .. .. 10243 13 493 14894 1 4395 17000
Hostel.....................183874 214930 215789 211 714 229 000
Airport ". .. .. .. 49 000 54 371 85616 78 027 105000

Additions, Repairs and Maintenance
of Housing ....... ........... 18425 25 006 1 888 .

Publicity................. ...... 18 524 21 039 20 676 24 995 30 00
Assistance to Cotton Growers ... 207 966 175 388 935 130 660 523 81 000
Kununurra Towasite Services ... 54 961 43 829 11 739 33 636 28 000
Commercial Scale Agricultural Experi-

ments .... .... . .. 33 269 47 901 104 666 466 603 381 000
Land Preparation for Farmers .. .. 306 18 ....
Western Australian Agreement (O3rd307 108

RiverlIrrigation) Act, 1968-Interest 28 667 109 655 171 560 187 234 190 000
O3rd River Dam Opening Ceremony 35 991 .. .. .. .
PayrolliTax ... ... .. .. .... .... 7 125 8 136 idooo
Sugar Industry Feasibility Study .... .... .... 98 302 87 000

TOTAL EXPENDITURE .... 1 430 773 1 540 488 2 409 154 2 780 540 2 276 000
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1IL-GENERAL LOAN FUND

TABLE 9--RECEITS AND EXPENDITURE

ESTIMATE FOR 1975-76 COMPARED WITH ACTUAL FOR YEAR

Heads Estimate Actual Increase Decrease

S SS
RECEIPTS-

Borrowings approved by Aust. Loan Council 80 197 000 80 197 000 ..
Commonwealth Capital Grants for General

Purposes................ ...... .... 40099000 40 099 000 .....
Loan Repayments....................7006699 10518 007 351138 ..
Balance at beginning of year ............. 3956 301 3 956 301

131259000 134770308 3 511 308 ..
LessfBalance at end of year............ ..... 5 147 559 5 147559 ..

TOTAL..................... 131259000 129622749 ... 1636251

EXPENDITURE-
Agriculture .... .. ...... 250000D 233272 .... 16728
Fisheries and Wildlife .-.................. 200 000 124 034 .... 75 966
Forests............... ............... 3000 000 3000000 .....
Industrial Development...................946 000 495 309 .... 450 691
Mines . ... .. .. ... .... 50000 71 579 21579 ..
Public Works:

Engineering and Associated Works .... 16415 000 16 911 952 496 952
Buildings and Associated Works.......... 58 173 000 52 366 331 .... 5 806 669

Railways...........................21 100 000 22 231 533 1 131 533
Treasury .... .... . .. 652000 234 739 .. 417261
Business Undertakings . ....... 20300 000 21 000 000 700 000 ..I
Housing Authorities .-... .. .. 3400000 4400000 1 000000 ..
Port Authorities .... ... .. 6 123 000 7904000 1 781 000 ...
Other Authorities .... . ... .. .. 650 000 650 000 .....

TOTAL *.. ........ .131259000 129622749 .... 1 636251
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IlL-GENERAL LOAN FUND

TABLE I0-LOAN EXPENDITURE

EXPENDITURE IN 1975-76 COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS YEARS

Undertakings 1911-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 197-5-76

Agricultural Development
Industrial Development ....
Fisheries and Fauna Development
Forestry Development.........
Mining Development ..
Public Works-

Improvements to Harbours and Rivers
Country Areas Water Supplies, Irri-

gation and Drainage
Country Towns Sewerage ... ..
Kununurra Townsite Development ..
Electricity Undertakings ..1 11

Public Works-Buildings and associated
works including Furniture and Equip-
ment-
Hospitals... ..
Public Health Department. ...
Mental Health Services ... ..
Perth Medical Centre
Schools .... '- .. .. ..
Police Department
Road Traffic Authority
Community Welfare Department
Department of Corrections .... ....
Public Buildings not otherwise pro-

vided for .. .. ..
Railways _. ........
Advances to Sundry Bodies ... ..
Government Printing Office ... ..
Grants for Unemployment Relief Works
Rural and Industries Bank
Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Trans-

port Trust .. .. ..
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage

and Drainage Board ......... ....
Midland Junction Abattoir Board ..
State Energy Commission ... ..
Western Australian Coastal Shipping

Commission ... ..
West Australian Meat ExportWok
Housing Authorities .. .. ..
Bunbury Port Authority .... .... ....
Esperance Port Authority ... ..
Fremantle Port Authority I.. ..
Ceraldton Port Authority ... ..
Port Hedland Port Authority .... ....
Murdoch University ....
University of Western Australia ..
Western Australian Institute of Tech-

nology ................... ....

Add Loan Flotation Expenses and Dis-
counts (a) ... .. ... ..

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ..

S

644 522
199 923

5 800
1 100000

18 564

397 837

8 031 767
848 306
48 985
13 535

2 923 947
725 255
457 231

3973 315
11864148

373 428

254 646
238 140

3 276 576
9 721 503

1 840000
56 951:

500 000

9587000
2 453 000
3 652 000

IZ000o
23858000

450 000
797 000

267 593

775 000

1 519 000

92 113 972

215 669

92329641

694 427
288 597
76 917

1 900 000
11 011

890 917

8 669 294
860 535
58 393
4 286

7 358 650
3 458 373

781 294
3 998 907

14290731
789 089

489296
361 059

2 315 032
7 753 665

79*248
1 000000

45 000

854 000

14138400
665 000

4 100 000

490'000
15650 000

430 000

520 000

537 000
356 833
841 167

624 000

95381 121

107 325

95488446

$

506 210
426 782
39 055

1 700 000
236 280

1 593 569

10179823
1 081 703

23 623

8 579 447
29 743
922 346

6 148 116
15234688
1 629 472

422 576
248 162

1 615 631
9 968 467

346 190
56450

15500 000
250 000

3 467 000

256000
5 600 000

451 000

460 000

86 966 333

53 101

87019 434

469 998
822 782
99 800

3 000 000
31 932

1 795 256

10445962
1 721 455

170 730

11967849
553 545

1 3i6525
5 061 202
19223 841
3 302 587

918782
357 330

2 988 460
11946571

831 000
102 000

12500000

4 069 000

30D0000

1 5506000
1 965 000

233 272
495 309
124034

3 000 000
71 579

2 500954

22385 242
1 841 929

183 827

9674767
1 092 536
1 284760
8 444 172

25268872
1 177 207
282 234
448 021
288 974

4404788
22231 533

100D

6'ooo
1 000 000

20000000

506000
6 672 000

1 232000D

97 511607 129448010

255 085

97766 692

174739

129622749

(a) Charged to General Loan Fund.
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WV.-PJBLC DEB3T

TABLE li-LOAN INDEBTEDNESS

(Q TRANSACTIONS FOR THE YEAR

TOTAL AMOUNT RAISED TO 30th JUNE, 1975 ..

FLOTATIONS-
Commonwealth Loans-

Loan 231 ..
232 .. .. ..
233 .... ... ..
234 .... ... ..

Special Bonds-
Series "2f ...... .... ....

Australin Savings Bonds-
Series 2 ....

REDEMPTIONS-
Total to 30th June, 1975 ... ..

During the year-
National Debt Commission:

Securities repurchased and redeemed:
London ..
New York ..
Canada... .. ..
Netherlands .. .. .. .
Switzerland .. .. .. ..
Commonwealth Government Debenture
Instalment Stack ..
Other Australian Securities ..

Debt assumed by Commonwealth ..

Gross Public Debt at 30th June, 1976 ..
Sinking Fund .. .

1~26 732 000
.. 13366000
..20 049 000
...20 050 000

56028

.. .... 45917
80298 945

-12 442 722 50D

242 110 413

1 738 552

255 625
.. 14795

.... .... 35845
.. 385 353

421 914
209579

10598246

13659 909
.. .. 96100000

-109 759 909
- 351 870 322

... 1090852178
... .... 1 190927

NET PUBLIC DEBT AT 30th JUNE, 1976..... .... .... 1 089 661 251

(ii) MINT PAR (FACE) VALUES AT CURRENT RATES OF EXCHANGE

SAust.
£Stg.
U.S. S
Canadian $
Guilders

I1081 287 381
3 866437
3 077 000

854 000
1 310000

GROSS PUBLIC DEBT

At Mint Par
of Exchange

$A
1 081 287 381

7 732 874
1 264 564

350 971
216 388

1 090 852 178

At Current Rate
of Exchange

SA
1 081 287 381

5 588 144
2 491 296

714 525
388 148

1 090469 494

s
1 362423 555

S

Australia ..
London ..
New York
Canada ..
Netherlands
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IV.-PUBLIC DEBT

TABLE 12-SINKING FUND
7',

TRANSACTIONS FOR THE YEAR

BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD

RECEIPTS-

Loan Liability to the Commonwealth-
State Contribution ... ..
Comnmonwealth Contribution ..

Net Earnings on Investments... ..

1 036 619

14 823 634

15 860 253

14669 326

1 190927

$

12 0000ODD
2 800 000

23 634

PAYMENTS-
Redemptions and Repurchases, etc., at net Cost (including Exchange)

BALANCE 30th JUNE, 1976 .... .. .. .. .. ..

TABLE 13-NET PUBLIC DEBT PER HEAD OFl POPULATION AS AT 30th JUNEt

Year Debt per YerDebt per
Head Head

1927.................. ... 315-47 1970 ...... .... . .... 896-57
1930............... .. .... 326-97 1971 .. ... .. ... .... 898-92
1935... ... .... .... .. 393-88 1972 ..., .. ... .. .... 925-51
1940............... .... .. 405-39 1973 .. ... .. ... .... 961-66
1945..... .... .... .... .... 392-74 1974 .... .... ... .... 985-77
1950 .... .................. 393-04 1975 ... .. .. .. 1004-70
1955..... ... ....-- .... 540-73 1976............. ... .... $95'7-52
1960.................... .. 683-31
1965.................. ... 805-73

*Adjusted on corrected figures of population. t Prior to 1967 excludes Aborigines.
IPreliminary figure. Decrease due to debt amounting to $96.1 million assumed by Commonwealth.



IV.-PUBLIC DEBT

TABLE 14-CONTINGENT LIABILITIES AS AT 30th JUNE, 1976

Securities Re- In Circu- Funds
Issued deemed lation Invested

$ S SS
Abattoirs Act (Midland Junction) ... 3835 000 67 968 3 767 032 111 273
Albany Port Authority Act ..... .. 2690 000 3 124 2 686 876 82980
Art Gallery Act .. ... ... 700 000 1 442 698 558 3 540
Bunbury Port Authority Act.................4 300 000 ... 4300 000 136 629
Dairy Industry Act..............80000 28 956 51 044 ..
Esperance Port Authority Act................2 700 000 ... 2700 000 61 385
Fremantle Port Authority Act .... ........... 6000 000 .... 6 000 000 459 068
Geraldton Port Authority Act ... . .. 2 600 000 6 729 2 593 271 38 368
Government Employees Housing Act .......... 3 900 000 120 866 3 779 134 10 15]
Industrial Lands Development Authority ... 2500 000 134 224 2 365 776 54 550
Metropolitan Market Act ". .... .... 420 000 252 908 167 092 ..
Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Transport Trust

Act I... . . ... ... ... 8321 160 116603 8204557 2691 529
Metropolitan Region Town Pilning" Scheme

Act ... .. .. ...... 12290000 678117 11 611 883 892744
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage and

Drainage Act _. ..... .... 41 469 550 706 302 40763 248 477 699
Podt Hedland Port Authority Act .1 2 600 000 .... 2 600 000 32 355
State Energy Commission Act..............174 523 540 310 762 174 212 778 6 084 340
State Housing Act .- .. ... 29 875 000 1 208 568 28 666 432 1 935 410
State Trading Concerns Act-

State Implement and Engineering Works 800 000 47 632 752 368
West Australian Meat Export Works ... 3 200 000 9 227 3 190 773 52 368

W.A. Coastal Shipping Commission Act ... 3700 000 5 513 3 694 487 102 126
Wood Distillation and Charcoal Iron and Steel

Industry Act........... ................ 700 000 7 735 692 265 6 692

307204250 3706676 303497574 13233707
Guarantees and indenities under-

Housing Loan Guarantee Act ..... 23 650 666 ..
Industry (Advances) Act and Other Statutes .... 72 275 069

TOTAL......................... .... 399423309 ..

tASSEMBLY)2830
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V.-BUSINFSS UNDERTAKIGS

TABLE 15-ALBANY PORT AUTHORITY

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

$ $ $ $ $
Loan Capital................. 4033 042 3989263 3943 514 3895706 3821 198
Private Loans .... 1 670 000 1940000 2290000 2490000 2686876
Other Capital.............453 286 453 286 453 286 453 286 453 286

TOTAL .............. 6156328 6382549 6686800 6838992 6 96136D

Annual Revenue........ ...... 548 620 629 746 60)1041 701 115 887 265

Working Expenses ... .. .. 236 564 330 794 292 291 373 498 563 815
Interest .. .. .. .. 322 861 351 195 377 590 418 321 435 404
Depreciation including Sinking Fund 4! 894 43 779 45 749 47 808 49 959

ANNUAL COST ... 601 319 725 768 715$630 839 627 1 049 178

Loss ....................... 52699 96022 114589 138512 161913

TABLE 16-BUNBUJRY PORT AUTHORITY

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

S $ S $ S
Loan Capital .. ...... 6571 472 6 956 692 7 358745 9 270 286 15 872 254
Private Loans .... . 2300000 2700000 3 100000D 3600000 4 300000O
-Other Capital.................1 532 513 1 950176 2038000 4884000 6894200

TOTAL ............. 10403985 11 606 868 12496745 17754286 27066454

.Annual Revenue.........963 655 1 044 638 1 253 908 1 583 814 1 236 464

Working Expenses ......... ...... 388 390 362 887 592 493 661 017 602 342
Interest......................478 327 542 144 612 165 731 564 1 040 647
Depreciation .. ... .. ... 67 284 69 402 66 656 88 131' 88 158

ANNUAL COST ... 934001 974433 1271 314 1480712 1731 147

-profit .. ... .. ... 29654 70205 .... 103 102 ..

Loss ........................ .. . .. 17406 ... 494 683

TABLE 17-COUNTRY AREAS WATER SUPPLY

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

Loan Capital ... .. .. 87957810 95160376 103902451 112255187 122667238

.Annual Revenue .. ... ..15 638 374 6 644 337 7741 872 9767003 12 688 312

Working Expenses ............ 9 147 707 11 359 590 12800911 15 297 770 19 909 353
Interest ... .. .. 5 027 831 5 722 254 6 364 861 7 430 063 8 074 109
Depreciation including Sinking
Fund..................... 3216247 3 240 800 3529964 3 693 531 4291004

Provisions and Other Charges ... 3404 4186 1690 2095 3020

ANNUAL COST .... 17 395 189 20 326 830 22 697 426 26 423 459 32 277 486

LOSS .......................11756815 13682493 14949554 16656456- 19-589 174

2831
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V.-BUSINESS UNDERTAKINGS

TABlLE IS--ESPERANCE PORT AUTHORITY

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 19747.75 1975-76

S S $ $ $
Loan CapitalI .. .. .... 4654212 4628149 4600913 4512452 4542710
Private Loans .... 2.. ... 1500000 2900000 2300000 2400000 2700000

TOTAL ............ 6 154 212 6528 149 6 900 913 6972 452- 7 242 110

Annual Revenue .... ... 407 318 458 408 464 504 589 008 609 082

Working Expenses ... 222 518 207 146 217 046 284 600 331 455
Interest................. 318 720 392 703 431 621 459 867 468 286
Depreciation ... .. .... 56028 72 823 74 496 76 362 85 968
Provisions and -Other Charges ....... 219

ANNUAL COST .. 597 266 672 672 723 382 820 829 885 709

Loss ................... .189948 214264 258878 231821 276627

TABLE 19-FREMANTLE PORT AUTHORITY

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-16

SS S S $
Loan Capital ... .. .. 20 406 847 20 662 896 20 384 467 20 093 508 19 789 456
Revenue Capital...... .... .. 23 648 11914 180 ..
Private Loans ... 3 750 000 4 650 000 4 800000 5 300 000 6 000 000
Other Capital .. . 1143 784 1 321 307 1 498 829 1 682 559 1 860 082

TOTAL .. .. .... 25 324 279 26646117 26683476 27076067 27649538

Annual Revenue......... .. 10969782 11387750 13852624 15509231 18926234

Working Expenses .......... 7960 162 8 164 649 10 021 625 11 784 064 15095 445
Interest .. .. ... 1 302 733 1 366 743 1 437 741 1 509 515 1 531 454
Depreciation including Sinking Fund 1 371 839 1 404 $k2 1 632 028 1 482 590 1 451 856
Provisions and Other Charges ... 186 145 1187 115 237 036 6103 669 655 791

ANNUAL COST .... 10 820 879 11 123089 13 328 430 15379.838 18740546

Profit 148 903 264 661 524 194 129 393 185 688

TABLE 20-GERALDYON PORT AUTHORITY

Details 1971-72 1972-7i 1973-74 1974-7S 197S-16

S $ $ $
Loan. Capital 5 136 267 5 106 524 5075 442 5 042 862 6450 287
Private Loans 900 000 3100 000 1 600000O 1 900 000 2 600 000

TOTAL .............. 6036267 6206524 6675442 6942862 9050287

Annual Revenue.........677 651 806 088 831 042 663 114 899 591

Working Expenses ......... ...... 201 465 26,3937 340 716 402 229 134 834.
interest......................335 895 369 923 405 668 459 365 520 42l
Depreciation............. .. 113469 11.4681 121418 123 836 131974

ANNUAL COST .... 650 829 748 541 867 802 OiSl 430 1107 229

Profit.. ...................... 26822 57 547 A
Loss . . .... .. .... .. . 6760 2316 7632

1A§6EMPLYI.
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V.-BUSINESS UNDERTAKINGS
TABLE 21-GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES' HOUSING AUTHORITY

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

$ S $ $ $
Loan Capital ... .. .. 4559 849 4711 322 5680717 6 138747 8 597 626
Private Loans ... ...... 1 861 150 2247492 2 629 229 3 106 526 3 779 134
Other Capital ... .. .. 81 714 81 714 291 714 571 714 2421 714

TOTAL . ....... 6502713 7 040 528 8 601 660 9816987 14798474

Annual Revenue .... ....... 1 345 802 1 633 207 1 861 923 1 068 625 1 395 244

Administration ... .. .. 118 003 137 810 101 566 198 511 238 958
Maintenance... .. ....... 159 530 241 329 268 441 464 905 457 643
Rates on Rental Properties ... 79 856 92 190 117 091 150 488 200 121
Rents Payable ... .. .. 298 022 446 560 569 104 1 008 260 1 314 634
Interest .. ... .. ... 361 997 389 872 422 807 533 041 625 200
Depreciation..... .... .... .... 265 965 18$8681 181 937 242 511 293 300
Provisions .... .... .... .... .... 128 889 200 977 162 500 165 000

ANNUAL COST .... 1 283 373 1 625 331 1 861 923 2 760 216 3 294 856

Profit .. .... .... .... 62 429 7 876 ..

Loss .... .... .... . .. . .. ..... .... 1 61591 1899612

TABLE 22-METROPOLITAN MARKET TRUST

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

$ $ $ $ S
Loan Capital .. .. ... 168 442 158 434 147 976 137 041 125 627
Private Loans .... .... .... 273 025 248 171 221904 194144 167092

TOTAL .... .... .... 441 467 406 605 369 880 331 191 292 719

Annual Revenue ... .. .. 240 917 248 043 256 736 303 351 362 414

Working Expenses .... .. ... 139911 152316 168412 217 938 255 196
Interest .... .... .... .... 26 520 25 065 23 472 22 089 19 804
Depreciation including Sinking Fund 33 797 34 862 36 725 38 689 38 472
Provisions and Other Charges .... 39 156 34 794 27 869 24 278 47 738

ANNUAL COST .... 239 384 247 037 256 478 302 994 361 210

Profit .... ... .. .. 1 533 1 006 258 357 1 204

TABLE 23-METROPOLITAN (PERTH) PASSENGER TRANSPORT TRUST

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

$ $ $ $ S
Loan Capital .. ... .... 5 907 438 6721 039 6 674 551 5 378 505 5 610 903
Private Loans .... ....... 6343 103 6 721 039 7 101 125 7 530 034 8 204 557

TOTAL .... .... .... 12250541 13442078 13775676 12 908 539 13 815 460

Annual Revenue ... .. .. 9 039 398 9013579 10795 546 15004569 14 955 618

Working Expenses ... ... .... 10952982 12214747 14957 167 28 353 449 31 066 034
Interest .. ... .. ... 580 157 636904 752 060 1 258 103 1 370 237
Depreciation including Sinking Fund 715 303 775 463 848 538 1414571 1 339 579

ANNUAL COST .... 12248442 13627 114 16557765 31 026 123 33775850

Loss...... .... .... .... .... 3 209 044 4613 535 5762219 16021554 18 820 232
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V.-BUSINESS UNDERTAINGS

TABLE 24-METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY, SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE BOARD

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

Loan Capital................122130601 133788680 147848507 158765750 177051 514
Private Loans .. ... .... 8 600 000 14150000 20150000 27402718 36720123

TOTAL..... .... .... 130 730 601 147938680 167998507 186168468 213771637

Annual Revenue ............... 18410529 19511 939 20616441 29 535 921 42717788

Working Expenses .... .... .... 7 138 745 8567333 11 777 929 16001 360 19 025 028
Interest .... .... .... .... 6670811 7748589 9311319 12 248 490 14667676
Depreciation incuding Sinking Fund 1 335 428 1490148 1706895 1958 220 2 285 341
Provisions and Other Charges .... 2 732 500 1 640 000 *1 350 959 1163 945 5 781 078

ANNUAL COST .... 17 877 484 19 446 070 21 445 184 31 372 015 41 759 123

Profit .... .. ... .. 533 045 65 869 .....

Loss .... .... .. ... .. ... .... 828 743 1 836 094 958 665

*Credit.

TABLE 25-MDLAND JUNCTION ABATTOIR BOARD

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

$ $ S $ $
Loan Capital .... .... .... 10148976 10743631 10916795 10 835 290 10750039
Private Loans .. ... 2 428 500 3 298 000 3 675 551 3 898 698 3 871 032

TOTAL ... .. .. 12577476 14 041 631 14592 346 14733988 14621 071

Earnings .... .. ... .. 6 746 269 9020226 10744210 13 396 063 20215501
Increase in Stocks ... .. .. 448 478 .... 179214
Decrease in Stocks .. ... .. 49 666 3i 224 .... 146 957 ..

ANNUAL REVENUE 6 696 603 8 989 002 11 192688 13249 106 20394715

Working Expenses .... .... .... 6 123 498 7 777 338 10001 688 13 074 842 18 195 689
Interest .... ... .. .... 613 921 766 852 878 868 993 502 994 593
Depreciation including Sinking Fund 369 915 535 636 615 634 738 202 761 281

ANNUAL COST .... 7 107 334 9079826 11 496 190 14806 546 19951 563

Profit.. . .. .. .. ... .. .... .... 443 152

Loss .. ... .. ... .. 410 731 90824 303 502 1 557440 ..

TABLE 26-PERTH MINT

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

$ S $ S $
Capital .... ... .. .. 913 361 913 361 913 361 913 361 913 361

Annual Revenue .... .... .... 380 882 284 109 768 201 1 297 725 1 249 569

Administrative Expenses .. ... 193 904 199 327 236 949 328 059 380 747
Wages ... .. ... .. 249 155 245 370 392 410 568 966 614 637
Depreciation... .. ...... 13 121 9 912 8 286 8 013 7 485
Other Charges ... ... .. 135 547 127 704 95 126 142 358 160 144

ANNUAL COST ... 591 727 582 313 732 771 1 047 396 13163013

Profit .... ... .. .. 35 430 250 329 86 556
Loss .... .... 2.. ... .. 0i6845 204 ......
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Y.-BUSINESS UNDERTAKINGS

TABLE 27-PORT HEDLAND PORT AUTHORITY

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

S S $ $ $
Loan Capital ... .. .. 2 574 091 3 097 081 3 536 836 3 517 046 3 496 365
Private Loans..................600 000 1 000 000 1 400 000 1900000 2 600 000

TOTAL . ....... 3 174 091 4 097 081 4936836 5417046 6096365

Annual Revenue............... 3 122 394 5997461 7 211 065 7 920 805 7 806 050

Working Expensss ... .. .. 2 611 629 5483489 6 229 303 7069 179 7 160 859
Interest .... ... .. .. 168 921 213 577 288 833 357 426 409 628
Depreciation ... .. .. 129 438 183 813 249 833 330 322 344 602
Provisions and Other Charges ... 65135 88 125 583 296 286 751 301 279

ANNUAL COST .... 2 975 723 5 969 004 7 351 265 8 043 678 8 216 368

Profit .... .... . .. 146671 28457 ..

Loss ......... .... .... .. ... .... 140200 122 873 410 318

TABLE 28-RAIELWAYS COMMISSION

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

$ S $ $ $
Loan Capital ... .. .. 161886667 160624808 164333223 170720482 184927454
Loan Capital-non-interest bearing 2 944 759 7 220 254 7 434 281 6 754 166 6 506 685

TOTAL .. ... .... 164831426 167845062 171767504 177474648 191434139

Annual Revenue ............ 64846 483 64 792 800 79968 498 108309240 132 397 088

Working Expenses..... .... .... 57 111712 61010672 74403476 96 439 125 110892707
Interest .... .... .. ... 11 908 554 12041 478 12555995 13 608 867 14 231 225
Depreciation including SinkingFund 7974378 8797175 9577373 9936950 10313969

ANNUAL COST .... 76994644 818949325 96536 844 119984942 135437901

Loss .... ......... .. ... 12148161 17056525 16568 346 11 675 702 3 040 813

TABLE 29-RURAL AND INDUSTRIES BANK OF W.A. (RURAL DEPARTMENT)

Details t1972 t1973 :1974 :1975 t1976

S $ $ $ $
Loan Capital................. 722229 546 22 229 544 22 229 542 22 229 540 22 229 538

Annual Revenue .... ........... 16684050 18 632 637 26951 118 36513049 45110518

Annxual Cost .... .... .... 15 536 196 17406 539 25 295 886 34 460 337 42 505 946

Profit .... ... .. .. 1 147 854 1T226 098 1 655 232 2052712 2 604 572

General Reserve ... .. .. 7 197064 8423 162 10078394 11 104750 12407036

I Financial Years ending 31st March.



V.-DUSINS UNDERTAKINGS

TABLE 30-STATE BATTERIES

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

$ $ $ S S
Loan Capital..........1375 920 1 375 570 1 375 465 1 375 130 1410 140

Annual Revenue............59 046 73 097 64 844 101 484 175 557

Working Expenses ............. 558 280 637 797 794 240 945 987 1 279 720
Interest......................61 916 dl 901 61 896 61 881 63 457
Depreciation........ ....... 29494 27 207 25 392 32 903 3] 884
Provisions and Other Char'ges 18 233 15 498 15 566 17 027 20 918

ANNUAL COSr 667 923 742 403 897 094 1 057 798 1 395 979

Loss ................ 608 877 669 306 832 250 956 314 1 220 422

TABLE 31-STATE ENERGY COMMSSION

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

Loan Capital.............56 586 942 60 245 496 63 152476 66 621 240 65 973 648
Loan Capizal-Nonincresc bearing 2 545 332 2 545 332 2 545 332 2 545 332 2 545 332
Subscribed Loans............ 101913580 116947097 133390619 154164799 174212778

TOTAL ~ .. 161045854 179737925 199088427 223331 371 242731758

Annual Revenue............... 58 383 772 68 591 560 76 606 529 101 748 705 137 692 034

Working Expenses ......... .... 44 668 897 52015 344 62 229 568 84 910 667 111541 707
Interest ... .. .. .. 9327118 11 104364 12 744 232 14299214 16 698 503

ANNUAL COST ... 53996015 63119708 74 973 800 99209881 128240210

Profit .... .... .. ... 4 387 757 5 471 852 1 632 729 2538 824 9451 824

TABLE 32-STATE ENGI[NEERING WORKS

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

$ $ $ S $
Loan Capital ... .. .. 306 644 299 212 291 445 283 328 274 847
Private Loans................... 196681 385 787 470099 752369

TOTAL ............... 306 644 495 893 677 232 753 427 I1027 216

Annual Revenue............... 2495 641 2 295 069 2 624 277 3 977 523 4 963 573

Working Expenses . .1 985 659 1 840811 2 157407 3 147 785 4058 333
Interest .... ... .... 17247 28400 42263 47518 77 973
Depreciation inicluding Sinking Fund 57 706 61 871 63 646 79 658 82 570
Provisions and Other Charges ... 131 124 162618 193922 305402 322008

ANNUAL COST ... 2 191 736 2 093 700 2 457 238 3 580 363 4 540 884

Profit...................303 905 201 369 167 039 397 160 422 689
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V.-BUSINESS UNDERTAKINGS

TABLE 33-STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE OFFCE

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

$ S S $ $

Total Assets............18 603 114 20 544 694 23 387 047 30160115 37 305 753

Earned Premiums9829 10893 12897 200491 2778
Other Revenue (including Interest, 98260 19793 1 8 7 00491 3 7 3

Rents, etc.) ... 1255 737 1 381 559 1 508 721 1 404 410 2 318 193

Annual Revenue.............11 148427 12369472 I15792 694 21 489 401 34790931

Clairns Paid and Outstanding .. 8 226 252 9 468 267 12 178 803 23 790 533 30 893 219
Working Expenses (including Taxes,

Rebates, etc.) .... ... ... 2 301 859 2 382 841 2 805 607 3 422 652 4 651 210

ANNUAL COST . 10528011 11851 108 14984410 272132185 35544429

Taken to Reserves-
Surplus for the year 620416 518 364 808284
Loss for the year ....... 5 723 784 73498
Transferred from Provisions .... .. .. 3 197 757 .....

TOTAL RESERVES . 8424 558 8 942 922 12 948 963 7 225 179 6471 681

TABLE 34-WEST AUSTRALIAN MEAT EXPORT WORKS

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

S $ $ $ $
Loan Capital . ....... 3 221 332 3 684 851 3 904 978 3 872 511 3 838 583
Private Loans ....... 1200000 1 600000 1 998 563 2 495 529 3 190 773

TOTAL .............. 4421 332 5 284851 5 903 541 6368040 7 029 356

Annual Revenue............... 5522505 6170452 6 044 256 8328076 9716098

Working Expenses ........ .5339291 5 346033 5512292 7 430 877 8 836 409
Interest .. .. .. ... 196 646 286 628 351 702 409 596 466 806
Depreciation including Sinkcing Fund 162 162 200 702 238 402 255 131 280 298
Provisions and Other Charges .... 89 767 183 428 358 061 342 364 401 647

ANNUAL COST .. 5 787 866 6016 791 6 460 457 8i437 968 9 985 160

Profit........................ 6 153 661 .i.21 10.92 29.6
Loss ................... .... i-'31460 i682 602



V.-BUSESS UNDERTAKINGS

TABLE 35--WESTERN AUSTRALIAN COASTAL SHIPPING COMMISSION

Details 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975

5 S S $ S
Loan Capital..........8344 874 7831 761 6991 702 3 419 190 2913321
Private Loans .. ... ..1 1900 000 2300000 2 600000 2 700 000 3698735
Commonwealth Grant .... 1500000 2 5000OW 2 500 000 2 500000D

TOTAL ...10 244 874 11631761 12091702 8 619 190 9112056

Annual Revenue ... .. ... 5 738 313 4 783 573 4 979 284 6&528 854 6030 154

Working Expenses .... ... ...18 448 294 6717 747 7 429 690 9 349 469 11 069 547
Interest .... ... .. .... 558 993 580 698 614 618 473 276 449 033
Depreciation including Sinking Fund 807 888 785 889 857 868 929 071 949 731
Provisions and Other Charges .. 469 856 1 113 078 489 722 429 621 523 426

ANNUAL COST .10285031 9197412 9391 898 11 181437 12991 727

Loss ... .. .. . .. 4546718 4413839 4412614 4652583 6961 573

TABLE 36-WESTERN AUSTRALIAN FIRE BRIGADES BOARD

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

$ S $ $ $
L~oan Capital...............2490193 3 127 551 3 749 938 5408715 6753250
Liability in respect of Local Auth-

ority Debentures .... ........ 235 152 305 926 334 553 373 811 405 762

TOTAL ... ... 2725345 3 433 477 4084491 5782526 7 159012

Annual Revenue ... .. .. 4549816 5654427 6350525 10 656 276 13 025 240

Salaries, Wages, etc. .... .... 3 482 162 4072484 5 605 682 7 946 026 9 308 428
Purchase, installation and mainten-

ance of Plant and Equipment ... 333 703 431 529 565 812 725 776 1 006 551
Maintenance of Properties ... 88 865 94 237 133 766 373 915 438 381
Insurances (Other than Workers'

Compensation).................51 770 58 032 62 801 81 463 157 619
Communications ..... 39 591 44 942 80 732 89 582 131 424
Volunteer Fire Brigades .. ... 45 429 49 699 51 545 62 198 67 024
Depreciation ... .. .. 229 250 193 500 220 800 245 600 500 000
Debenture Redemption including

Sinking Fund.................275 359 335 360 391 082 477 311 693 067
Other .... .... ... 45 275 64 760 63 453 77 643 97 774

ANNUAL COST 4. 4591 404 5344543 7 175 673 10079514 12400268

Surplus................. ..... 309 884 .... 576 762 624 972
Deficit....... ................ 41588 .... 1 825148 .....
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VL.-TRUST FUNDS

TABLE 37-AGRICULTURE PROTECTION BOARD FUND

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD 11l1733 183 881 83830 170 743 93240

RECEIPTS DURING YEAR-
Consolidated Revenue Fund .... 1 603 600 2056 000 2 552 000 3 277 000 3 645 000
Commonwealth Grants-

Aboriginal Advancement ... .... .... 60 000 44000 65 236
Regional Employment Develop-

ment Scheme ... .. .. 54 522 28 575
Other .... .... .. ... 9723 i4709 23165 20 645 62 26D

TOTAL RECEIPTS 1 613 323 2T070 709 2 635 165 3 396 167 3 801 071

PAYMENTS DURING YEAR-
Transfers-

Vermin Act Trust Account .... 455 961 1 214 187 1 505 475 1 658 500 1 912 281
Noxious Weeds Trust Account 337 043 583 562 661 291 1 190 863 1 166 888

Salaries and Wages .... ... 117 197 148 567 212 053 332 148 349 539
Buildings ... .. ...... 555 983 122 416 51 210 37207 92055
Other ... ... .. ... 74 991 102028 118 223 254952 243 732

TOTAL PAYMENTS 1 541 175 2 110760 2 548 252 3 473 670 3 764495

BALANCE 30th JUNE .... .... 183 881 83 830 170 743 93 240 129 816

TABLE 38--FOREST IMPROVEMENT AND RE-FORESTATION FUND

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

$ $ $ s $
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD 778 813 916 010 1 598 757 1 412 537 1 053 405

RECEIPTS DURING YEAR-
Appropriation from Revenue

Fund .... ........... .... 2757712 2239626 2726710 2911663 4 062 225
Commonwealth Loans-Soft-

wood Forestry Agreement .... 56 241 1 020 000 415 714 684 663 863 595
Sundry Receipts .... .... .... 246 988 397 515 373 319 341 137 457 651
General Loan Fund .... .... 1 100 000 1 900 000 1 700 000 3000000 3 000000D
Treaurer's Advance ... .. 462 000 .. .....

TOTAL RECEIPTS 4622941 5 557 141 5 215 743 6937463 8 383 471

PAYMENTS DURING YEAR-
Expenditure on Forest Improve-

ments and Re-forestation during
year .. ... .... .... 4 485 744 4412394 5401963 7296595 8422058

Repayment Treasurer's Advance .... 462 000 .. ....

TOTAL PAYMENTS 4 485 744 4 874 394 5 401 963 7 296 595 8 422 058

BALANCE 30th JUNE ... .. 916 010 1 598 757 1 412 537 1 053 405 1 014 818



VL.-TRUST FUNDS

TABLE 39--HOSPITAL FUND

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

RECEIPTS FOR YEAR-
Treasury Grants... ..
Miscellaneous Receipts ..
Lotteries Commission ..

$

..43 221 552
... 30846
1 449990

S

52 128 567
93 238

1 659 790

$ $ S

75 411 736 108 460 312 159 416 766
43 584 97 427 286 939

1 879 795 2 499 980 3 159 990

TOTAL RECEIPTS 44 702 388 53 881 595 77 335 115 Ill1057 719 162 863 695

PAYMENTS FOR YEAR-
Administration Expenditure .... 1 399 449 1 627 308 2 2817982 3 461 062 4908086
Hospitals Expenditure-

Departmental .... .... .... 9 632 508 10 665 768 15 088 509 22 987 677 34 505 370
Non-Departmental Subsidies,

etc . .. .... .... .... 28 791 873 34 421 979 51 754841 75 558 115 112260149
Miscellaneous .... .... .... 4878 558 7 166540 8203783 9 050 865 11 190090

TOTAL PAYMENTS 44 702 388 53 881 595 77335 115 111057719 162863695

TABLE 40-N1DUSTRIAL LANDS DEVELOPMENT FUND

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

$ S $ $ $
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD 582 602 34066 877 555 588 350 82 767

RECEIPTS FOR YEAR-
Sale of Land ... ... .. 330 790 769 802 1 620 231 1 524 241 4 607 787
Private Loams .. .. .. 450 000 400 000 400 000 400 000 700 000
Interest .... ... .. .. 38 571 56423 83 264 95 542 58 941
Rent .... ... .. .. 24 856 41410 40211 46891 91901
Other .... ... ... .. 6935 62160 33 650 35710 196 305

TOTAL RECEIPTS 1 871 152 1 329795 2 177356 2 102 384 56S4934

PAYMENTS FOR YEAR-
Repayment - Advance from

Treasurer .... .... .... 350000 .... 496 233 200000D
Purchase of Land ... .... 1 521 661 180 655 1 687 820 1 767 688 591 145
Roads, water supplies and drain-

age .... .... ... .... 323 775 115070 84 545 186 978 890 380
Principal andlInterest Repaymnents 154 894 121 605 119 748 368 611 217 019
Sinking Fund ... .. .. 3780 12 100 10 56D 10560 10 560
Other .. ... .. ... 65 578 56 876 67655 74130 212 435

TOTAL PAYMENTS 2 419 688 486 306 2 466 561 2 607 967 1 921 539

BALANCE 30th JUNE .... .... 34066 877 555 588 350 82767 3816 162
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Vt.-TRUST FUNDS

TABLE 41--METROPOLITAN REGION IMPROVEMEINT FUND

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

BALANCE BROUGHT FOR-
WARD............... ....

RECEIPTS DURING YEAR-
Metropolitan Region Improve-

merit Tax.. ..
Private Loans ..
Consolidated Revenue Fund ..
Treasurer's Advance
Commonwealth Grant-

Transport, Planning and Re-
search.......... ........

Rents ... .. ... ..
Recoups for land purchased for

Other Departments and Sales
of Surplus land ..

Kelrnscott improvement Plan ..
Lake Carnoe-Sale of land ..
Regional and Other Planning

Studies ....
Interest on Short Term Invest-

ments..... ........
Other ..

$ S

44585 191 024

1 413 090
700 000

1 122000

1 341 251
1300000
1 234 200

I
j

10501

428 266
000 000
357 600

328 582

154915
1000 000
1 493 400

212 374

s

1 692087
1000000
1 642 700

182 606 15763 25.36 .3267 114353

307 228
241 496

2 125
3 487

TOTAL RECEIPTS .... 3972032

PAYMENTS DURING YEAR-
Land Acquisition....
Principal and Interest Repayments
Sinking Fund ..
Urban Land Council (Interim)...
Repayment of Treasurer's Ad-

vance..... .... ..
Regional and Other Planning

Studies ... .1,1,
Development Costs-

Kelmscott Improvement Plan
take Carine ....
Properties Maintenance

Other .. .. ..

2 979 838
536 165
67 460

196442
082

39606

TOTAL PAYMENTS 3 825 593

]BALANCE 30th JUNE............191 024

44850 438 330
... 19572

.... 38000O

26 531 45715
4536 5704

4 127 131 4 592 323

3 529 911 2777328
600 183 741 874
72 680 86 280

38 207 197 850

.... 15460
... 343 525

33 108 37 668
33 565 74 257

4 307 654 4 274 242

10 501 328 582

569 000 365 366

6 678 2 i4576

39 667 45 700

20 809 29 969
7607 20058

5 182 120 7 887 952

3 228 527 3 502 248
770 372 932 643
85 780 81 740

1 000 000 990 757

... 212374

113431 296906

194 220
45 603
72 769

5 510 702

i6369
68 804

164 393

6 836 234

1 051 718

(95)



VJ.-TRUST FUNDS

BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD
RECEIPTS-

License Fees and Permits ..
Recoups by Government Departments and Locai

Authorities and Payments for Work Done
Commonwealth Government Grants-

Urban Public Transport Improvement Program
Other 11 .. ..

Restoration of State Assets-Cyclone "Joan" ..
Loan Borrowings-Main Roads Act Section 9A
Salary Surcharge Reserve .. .. ..
Overload Permits-Traffic Act, Section 148
Oversize Vehicle Permits ..

Rents Received .... .

Transfers to Other Funds ... .. ... ..
Transfers from Other Funds .... .... .... ..

PAYMENTS-
Administration, Office Equipment, etc...... ...
Miscellaneous Works-Surveys, Laboratory Opera-

tions, Supervision of Works, Overload Policing,
etc..... .. ... .. I.. .....

Interest and Sinking Fund .. .. ..
Road Construction and Maintenance ... ..
Statutory Grants to Local Authorities ... ..
Traffic Control Lights, etc. .... ... ... ..
Commonwealth Government Grants-

Traffic Engineering-Road Safety ..
Urban Public Transport Improvement Program

Restoration of State Assets-Cyclone "Joan". ..
New Building .... ................

BALANCE, 30th JUNE, 1976 ..

*5237 128 Dr 1 648 569 43690 128097 4988 3 765334

366 056
62058 197

60 775 684

6 364 719

54410965

38 1'69 529

14024419

36650

52 563 598

1 847 367

4 450 964

4494 654
3 902 490

592 164

128097
61 271

633 191.
700017

4 988

2 729

2 259

59i 430

592 164
591 430
108 587

2259
2 259

34 874 505

4 904 821

62058 197
366 056

1 700 000
5000ODD
176 807
252 777
10863

381 292
108 990 652
10717227
10717 227

108 990 652

9 907 353

3 527 980
335 645

62 981 478
16 204 810
1 396 506

18 801
594 721

1 465 542
2 259

96435095
12 555 557

30 423 541

4904821

1id000
500 000
176 807
252 777
10863

381 292
43 587 229

386 018
10 084 036

53 285 247

9 907 353

3 527 980
335 645

24220519
21]80 391

1396 506

18 801
225 073

1 465 542

43 277 808

t.1O 007 439

Wo

* Balance excludes $2 435 476 held in Cheque Suspense Account and 52 599 023 in Reserve for Operation and Replacement of Plant.
t Balance oeludes 54 978 192 held in Cheque Suspense Account and $2 912 906 in Reserve for Operation and Replacement of Plant.

TABLE 42-ROAD FUNDS-TRANSACTIONS DURING THE YEAR 1975-76

Australian Road RailwayNe
DtisRoads Road Main- Crossing Building Total

Trust Grants tenance Proec Account
Details tionD

Acts 1974 Fund Fund (State)
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VL.-TRUST FUNDS

TABLE 43-STATE HOUJSING COMMISSION FUNDS

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD 5 204 319

RECEIPTS DURING YEAR-
General Loan Fund .... .... 21 750 000
Private Loans .... .... .... 2 550000
Sale of Land and Leases .... 3 526 463
Rents .... .......... .... 336 239
Principal Repayments and Inter-

est from Borrowers .... 8 376 695
Construction for other Govern-

ment Departments, etc. .... 2 710 466
Fees and Agency Commissions 2 575 521
Transfers from Commonwealth-

State Housing Agreement Fund
(Net) .. .. .. .. ..

Other .... ..... .......... 2 571 852

TOTAL RECEIPTS .... 44397 236

PAYMENTS DURING YEAR-
Repayment of Borrowed Funds 724 070
Construction .... .... .... 8 733 236
Purchase of Land and Leases .... 17949 186
Revenue Vote-Administration 3 237 449
Interest .... .... .... .... 4 128 198
Transfers to Commonwealth-

State Housing Agreement Fund
(Net) ... .. ... ..

Other ... .... .... ... 1 413 374

$ S $ $
13356 042 5469257 *1 903 392 12 232 277

15 000 000
3 500000
3506413

296 779

11 688 027

1 328 888
2 856 673

3 950 000
4 000 000
3 711 784

302 027

12 271 074

1 939 396
3 325 774

400 000
1 600 000
7 453 659

316 754

11 705 167

2 243 453
4 836 629

2 400 000
7 076 566

384 498

14 983 472

3 479 314
5 644 540

1 798 269 3 757 478 28 129 930 ..
2319798 1 998609 2488 511 2599519

42 294 847 35 256 142 59 174 103 36 557 909

789 989 2 551 599 1 064 900 1 209 131
23959167 19 148735 20 3871794 4746 151
13000856 7743207 8541 273 8 304388
3 853 740 4 826 232 6 077 617 7 313 686
6329 189 6 184 221 6 779 719 7659415

9 864 941
2 248 691 2 174 797 2 17131 2 156 171

TOTAL PAYMENT'S 36 245 513 50 181 632 42 628 791 45 038 434 41 253 883

BALANCE 30th JUNE ..
CASHIER'S ADVANCE

TOTAL ... ...... 13 366 882

..13 356042 5469257 *1903 392 12232277 7 546 303
... 10840 12500 20 997 27 520 44996

5481 757 '1 882 395 12259797 7 591 299

0Debit.
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VL.-TRUST FUNDS

TABLE 44--TRANSPORT COMMISSION FUND

Details 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 1975-76

$
BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD 873 280

RECEIPTS DURING YEAR-
Licence and Permit Fees (Net) .... 1 331 511
Government Assisted Transport
Services-
Consolidated Revenue Fund. 408 452
Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger

Transport Trust 7 980
Collections (net) from farmers to-

wards the cost of cartage ... 1413 838
Recoups--

Taxi Cars (Co-ordination and
Control) .. ... .... 85033

Director-General or Transport 132 084
Other ... 1 928

Other........... 17112

TOTAL RECEIPTS 3397938

PAYMENTS DURING YEAR-
Administration .... 647 047
Transport Subsidies 31 482
Government Assisted Transport

Road Transport Seasonal Ser-
vices ... .... .. 1 669992

Other.....................161 328
Recoups-

Taxi Cars (Co-ordination and
Control)....... ........... 85 033

Director-General of Transport 132 084
Statutory Authorities .... 600 037
Reserves .. .. .. .. ..
Other .. ... .... .... 73 621

BALANCE

TOTAL PAYMENTS 3 400 624

30th JUNE............870 594

870 594 360035 431 604 256365

920645 1168946 1 455 417 1 662 965

330 036

8 40D

1 037 233

87 105
122 678
6 462

25 881

2 538 440

746 258
31 308

469 341

8 190

1 060 328

72 993
151 789
5 219

28 492

2 965 298

971 011
57 606

773 428 794 767

2 302 402 2 147 795

119468
457 894
5 575

41 202

5 155 386

1 321 107
44464

120 579
436 695

5 350
46 627

5 214 778

1369 237
153 919

1 269259 1215 351 2874567 2600480
171 795 253 138 281 835 332 722

87 105 72993 119468 120579
122678 151 789 457894 436 695
531 239 80555 93 746 4497

89 357 91 286 ii54 174

3048999 2893729 5 330625 5227973

360 035 431 604 256365 243 170
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VU.L-STATISTICAL SECflON

TABLE 45-RECEIPTS FROM COMMONWEALTH TAKEN TO VARIOUS FUNDS OTHER
THAN CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND 1975-76

Details Amount

LAW, ORDER AND PUBLIC SAFETY-
National Safety Council

EDUCATION-
Primary and Secondary-Government Schools-

Schools Commission Program-
Capital Purposes 1972 Act .. . ..
Capital Purposes 1973 Act .. ..
Capital Purposes 1976 Act

Primary and Secondary-Non-Govermen t Schools-
Schools Commission Program-

Capital Purposes .... .. . .. ..
Recurrent Purposes .... .. ....

Science Laboratories and Equipment
Libraries .. ... .. .... ..

Technical-
Technical and Further Education-

Capital Purposes... .
Other-

Australian Research Grants Committee ..
Childhood Services Program.
Education Research and Development Committee ..
Services and Development Program-Education Centres
Special Projects (Innovations) Program ..

Tertiary-
Colleges of Advanced Education- ... ..

Affiliated Residential Colleges............... ...
Teachers' Colleges .. .. .. .. ..
Western Australian Institute of Technology... ..

Universities-
Murdoch University ...... ..University of Western Australia
University Residential Colleges .............. ....

CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL FACILTIES-
Leisure and Cultural facilities .... .. .. ..
National Estate .... ............................

HEALTH-
Community Health Program ... .. ... ..
Disposal of Ships Garbage .... ... .. ... ..
Health Education Campaigns ... .. ... ..
Hospital Benefits-

Departmental Hospitals .... ... .. ... ..
Nursing Homes .. .... .... .. .. ..
Pensioners .... 1 .. .. .. .. ..

Hospitals Development Program ... ..
Pharmaceutical Benefits ......
Red Cross Blood Transfusion Service... ..
School Dental Services .... .... ... ..
Tuberculosis Financial Aid .... .. .. .. ..

Carried Forward ... ..

.... ... ... .. 1 3912500

.... ... ... .. 3 036 263
.... .. 980227

.... .... .1-1838300

... ... ... ... 7338520
.... .... 400480

229520

2943561

.... .... 320334
... ... ... 5316470

.... .... 33 169

.... .... 304551
.... .... .... 484921

.... .... .... .... 334 878
.. 16115956

.... .... 27 316 781

.... .... .... 7 044 075
.... .... .... 30 745 563
.... .... .... .... 190452

.... .... 548 70D
.... ... ... ... 493 572

... ... 2246350
.... ........ 47303

... 88 613

... 12 118
... ... ... ... 2011 478
.... .... .... .... 271 324
... ... ... ... 11 900000
... ... ... ... 2702031
.... .... .... .... 342 040

2 855 044
.... ... ... 67036

... ... ... ... 133076880

2845
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VH..-STATISTICAL SECTION

TABLE 45-RECEIPTS FROM COMMONWEALTH TAKEN TO VARIOUS FUiNDS OTHER
THAN CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND 1975.76-continued

Details Amount

S

Brought Forward .. .......... 133076 880

WELFARE-
Aboriginal Advancement ...... ..
Assistance to Deserted Wives ... .. ..I ..
Coal Mining Industry Long Service Leave Fund ..
Darwin Cyclone Relief .... ... ..
Dwellings for Aged Pensioners .... ... ..
Home Care Services .... ... ... .. .-
Legal Aid .... .... .. .. .. .
Port Hedland Cyclone Relief .. .. .. .
Senior Citizens' Centres .. .. .. 1
Social Policy Planning Units .............. ....
Unemployment Relief .............. ........

DEVELOPMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND ASSISTANCE TO INDUSTRY-
Agriculture-

Agriculture Extension Services ..... ... .. ... .. ..
Australian Dairy Produce Board Research .. .. . .. .. ..
Australian Meat Research Committee ... .
Australian Wool Board .... .

Barley Research Advisory Comnmittee .. . . .
Beef Industry Assistance .... .... ...... .... ... .
Cattle Industry Compensation Scheme .. . ..
Fruit Growing Industry .... I., I.. .. ..
Marginal Dairy Farms Reconstruction Scheme... .. ... .. ..
Pig Research ... .... .... .... .... ... ..I .. ... ..

Rural Reconstruction Scheme .... ... .. .. ... .. ... ..
W heat Research .... .... ... .... .. . .. .. .. ..

Forests-
Softwoods Forestry Agreement Loan .... ... .. ... .. ... ..

Mining-
Kalgoorlie School of Mines Research Laboratory .... .. ... ..

Sewerage and Drainage-
National Sewerage Programme ....... .. ... .. ... ..

Irrigation-
Ord River Project............... .....

Other-
Apprenticeship Training ... .....
Area Improvement Programme.................... .... ... ..
Nature Conservation..................... .............. ... ..
Urban Land Development ....... .. ... .. ... .. ... ..

TRANSPORT-
Roads-

National Roads Act ............ .... ..
Roads Grants Act........ i.. .. .. .. ..
Strategic Roads and Rasof Access to Commonwealth Property ..

Other-
Transport Planning and Research .. .. .. ... ... ..
Urban Public Transport Programme .. .. .. .. ..

HOUSING-
Housing Advances .... .... .... .... .. ... ..

Housing Grant-Interest Subsidy........ ......... ... ..

OTHER-
Assistance for Exmoutb . . .. ..
Local Government-Grants Recommended by Grants Commission ..
Non-Productive Capital Works ... .. ... .. ... ..
Regional Organisations, Assistance Programme .... ... .. ..I
Sinking Fund (Financial Agreement) .... .. ... ..

Total............... ......... ....

6060000
1 458 674

167209
161 487
614 380
39 550

124045
4347466

60 323
32 000

2 000 000

957 670
1 200

79 313
104 529
22200

479 180
15 100
11 534

2 268 300
7 358

4 550 000
50412

863 595

11 350

12555 000

111 000

455 232
833 400

35 000
6 076 825

15 440 000
458945 000

.... .. 20000

.... .... 939 772

.... .... 750 080

.. ... 33 440 000
.... .... 770 750

... .... 150000
7 524 000

... ..40 099000O
.... .... 32000
.. ... 2 800 000

.. ... 325440814
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VD.-STATISTICAL SECTION

TABLE 46-TOTAL NET COLLECTIONS OF STATE TAXATION TAKEN TO THE CONSOLI-
DATED REVENUE FUND, TRUST ACCOUNTS1 AND SPECIAL ACCOUNTS,
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1976

Paid to Paid to Trust Taxation
Details Consolidated or Special Total per Head

Revenue Accounts of
Fund population

(a)_

Probate and Succession Duties ... ..
Land Tax .... ... I.. ..
Third Party Insurance Surcharge
Payroll Tax......... ......... .
Other Stamp Duties-

Conveyances and Transfers... ..
Insurance Policies ....
Cheques, Orders, Procurations, etc.
Motor Vehicle Licenses
Mortgages ... I.. ..
Credit Facilities (including Hire Par

Agreements) .............. ....
O ther .... .. ... ..

Tobacco Licenses .... ....
Liquor Licenses..... ....
Racing-

Betting Tax-Totalisator Agency Board
Totalisator Duty and Licenses
Bookmakers' Betting Tax and Licenses
Stamp Duty on Betting

Motor Taxation .... ...
Other Vehicle Taxation.........
Shipping Fees and Permits
Fruit Fly Eradication Registration Fees
Metropolitan Region Improvement Tax
Licenses not elsewhere included-

Companies Business Names, etc. ..
Boat Registrations ..
Explosives and Flammable Liquids ..
Factories and Shops...... ...
Firearms ... ..
Fisheries .........-....... ..
Hire Purchase Act I.. ... ..
Land Agents and Salesmen ..
Motor Vehicle Dealers Act ..
Other .. .. 11 .. ..

TOTAL _

chase

(a) Based on estimated mean population for year 1975-76-1 138 000.

11 661 811
12 090 286
2 930 456

110277 585

18 381 195
7 831 928
4 697 825
4 396 223
2430233

5 373 622
978 222

3 576 683
9018 383

S

36 586 116
241 001

5
10061

1 692 087

385329270

S
11 661 811
12 090 286
2 930 456

110277 585

18 381 195
7 831 928
4 697 825
4 396 225
2 430 233

5 373 622
978 222

3 576 683
9018 383

8 464 137
1 656 827

860496
87 186

38845 218
241 001

5
10061

1 692 087

1 913 843
130 349"-
1040341
348510O
277 0411
159 026
7822417
12 21
93 955
85 688

248814176

$
10
11
2

97

16
7
4
4
2

5

3
8

7
2

34

2

219

... 8464137
1 656827

... 860 496
... 87 186
... 2259102

1 913843
... 130349
... 104034
... 348 510
... 277041
... 159026

122017
78241

... 93 955
85 688

.. 210284906
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BILLS (3): RETURNED
1. Western Australian Meat Industry

Authority Bill.
2. Child Welfare Act Amendment Bim

(No. 2).
3. Criminal Injuries (Compensation)

Act Amendment Bill.
Emls returned from the Council with-

out amendment.

QUESTIONS (22): ON NOTICE
EDUCATION

Swimming Classes: Gre enbushes
Pool

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) (a) Has the Education Depart-

ment stipulated a number of
improvements to the Green-
bushes swimming pool which
will be required before vaca-
tion swimming classes Will be
conducted at that centre;

(b) what improvements are re-
quired?

(2) If the improvements necessary to
upgrade the Oreenbushes swim-
ming pool are carried out, will the
Education Department give an
assurance that swimming classes
will be conducted at Greenbushes
in the forthcoming season?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) (a) Yes.

(b) (1) An area of shallow water
for nonswimmers, no
more than one metre
deep with a suitable bar-
rier guarding against the
possibility of children
suddenly finding them-
selves in a depth of water
where they cannot stand.

00i The provision of suitable
jetties from which swim-
mers can be closely
attended by teaching staff
and used by the children
for entry into the water
with steps or ladders
spaced appropriately to
assist the children when
they need to come out of
the water.

(2) No such assurance can be given.
Should the improvements be car-
ried out consideration would be
given to conducting vacation
swimming classes at Greenbushes
but the decision would depend
upon the number of enrolments
and the availability of suitably
qualified staff for appointment.

2.

3.

TRAFFC
Nicholson-Spencer Roads

Intersection
Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
T'raffic:

In view of the increasing build-up
of traffic in Nicholson Road, Can-
nington, during the peak hour
periods and the situation which
exists at the intersection of
Spencer and Nicholson Roads each
day consequent to the traffic build-
up, will he advise what steps are
being taken to alleviate this prob-
lem?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
The roads are under the control
of the Towns of Canning and
Gosnells. Main Roads Department
submitted a plan for cliannelisa-
tion in July which was not accept-
able to Gosnells council as it did
not tie in with other proposals
council has for Spencer Road.
Negotiations are continuing.

ROYAL HOTEL
Retention as Historic Building

Mr A. R. TONKCIN, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:
(1) Is the Royal Hotel (William and

Wellington Streets, Perth) classi-
fled by the National Trust?

(2) Has the Government received a
submission from the owners or any
other party for redevelopment of
the site?

(3) What action is the Government
taking to save this historic build-
ing?

Mr
(1)

4.

RUSHTrON replied:
Yes.

(2) No.
(3) The Government is considering

appropriate legislation for the
preservation of such buildings.

BIRDS
Trappers' Licences

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:
(1) How many bird trappers' licences

were Issued this season?
(2) To whom were they issued?
(3) Why was Mr A. Bracegirdle

refused a licence this year?
(4) Why was he not informed at once

that he would not be issued with
a licence?

(5) Is it a fact that the conservator
of Western Australian wildlife
accused Mr Bracegirdle of Illegally
trapping birds?
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(6) If so, will he Indicate what evi-
dence there is to support the
accusation?

(7) Is it a fact that one public servant
has the authority to grant or deny
licences at will?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) Eleven of the 13 licences issued

last year were approved for re-
newel in the current finch trap-
ping season.

(2) This information is of a private
nature and no public register Is
kept but details will be supplied
on a confidential basis if required.

(3) In accordance with section 15
subsection (4) of the Wildlife
Conservation Act and with a
policy of not renewing licences
of persons who did not perform
well in previous seasons.

(4) The delay was caused partly by
other action being taken on the
ifile concerned, and also by general
administration in the department.

(5) No.
(6) Not applicable.
('7) Licences are issued subject to the

control and direction of the
Minister and director,

5. WASTE DISPOSAL
Kings Meadow Site

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:
(1) Is he or his department aware of

the proposal by the Swan Shire
to use the Kings Meadow area on
the northern bank of the Helena
River as a rubbish disposal site?

(2) If not, will he Investigate the pro-
posal?

(3) If the answer to (1) is in the
affirmative-
(a) is the area a fauna habitat;

and
* (b) Is his department assured that

* no deleterious effect 'will
occur?

* Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) No.
(2) As far as 1 am aware, there is

no such current proposal.
(3) Not applicable.

6. WASTE DISPOSAL
Kings Meadow Site

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) Is the use of the Kings Meadow

area on the northern bank of the
* Helena River as a rubbish dis-

posal site consistent with the

7.

Environmental Protection Author-
ity's guidelines in the protection
of wetlands?

(2) Has the EPA discussed or does It
Intend to discuss the Swan Shire
proposal?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) No.
(2) As far as I am aware there Is no.

such current Proposal.

HELENA RIVER
Channel

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) Has the Swan River Conservation

Board been approached by the
Swan Shire Council with a pro-
posal to clear a channel In the
Helena River?

(2) If so, what is its attitude?
(3) What evidence Is there to suggest

that such projects without proper
study often have a deleterious
effect upon the environment of
rivers?

Mr
(1)

P. V. JONES replied:
to (3) There have been no firm
approaches from the Swan Shire.
in the event of such proposals, a
detailed study would be carried
out.

8. EASTERN GOLDFIELDS
HIGH SCHOOLS

Stage IV
Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Is the Minister In receipt of a

letter from the honorary secre-
tary of the Kalgoorlie Primary
School Parents and Citizens' Asso-
ciation concerning completion of
stage IV of the new Eastern Gold-
fields Senior High School under
date 24th September, 1970?

(2) If "Yes" has the Minister replied
to that letter?

(3) Would the Minister Please advise
the date when this work 'will com-
mence and be expected to con-
clude?

Mr
(1)
(3)

ORAYDEN replied:
and (2) Yes.
This information cannot be deter-
mined at this time,

2849
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9. MT. CHARLO0TTE
GOLDMINE
Ore Grades

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Mines:
(1) What grade of ore is available at

Mt. Charlotte gold mine for fur-
ther development and stope pre-
paration at depth?

(2) What was the grade (long term
recovered) of ore from this mine
during-
(a) 1975; and
(b) 1976?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) The grade of gold bearing material

available in situ for further
development and stope prepara-
tion at depth approximated 5.3
grams Per tonne as at the 30th
June, 1975 according to figures
Published by the company. Dilu-
tion in mining and loss in treat-
ment must be taken into account
in arriving at a recoverable grade.

(2) (a) 4.4 grams Per tonne.
(b) 3.90 grams per tonne to the

31st July, 1976.

10. DUST AB3ATEMENT
Kalgoorlie Regeneration Zone

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) Is he aware of the difficulty of the

goldfields dust abatement com-
mittee in protecting the No. 1
regeneration zone fenced area
north west of the Town of Ka-l-
goorlie from trespassers?

(2) Will he use his best endeavours to
expedite the vesting of the fenced
area of land in the Town of Kal-
goorlie and the Shire of Boulder?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) No.
(2) Upon receipt of details from the

committee I will endeavour to
assist in every way possible.

x. ST. JOHN AMBULANCE
Aborigines: Accounts

Mr Tr. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Com-
munity Welfare:
(1) Is the Minister aware of the con-

tinuing difficulty of the St. John
Ambulance Association (Kalgoorlie
depot) in collecting Aboriginal
ambulance transport account
moneys?

(2) Are funds for this purpose still
available through the Australian
Government Department of Abori-
ginal Affairs?

(3) If "Yes" through what State
agency are these funds chan-
nelled?

(4) What criteria are established for
Payment of such accounts?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes. The Minister is aware of the

difficulties experienced by St. John
Ambulance Association generally.
In recognition of this a grant of
$6 000 was made in 1975-76 by the
Department for Community Wel-
fare to the association to cover
cost of ambulance transport for-
(a) Indigent Aboriginals.
(b) Nonindigent Aboriginals in-

curring bad debts.
(c) State wards-both Aboriginal

and European. This grant is
to be reviewed in the light of
growth of other areas of
recovery available to the
association.

(2) Funds were provided by the Com-
monwealth Government Depart-
ment of Aboriginal Affairs for
1 975-76 and a further allocation is
expected for this year.

(3) Public Health Department, Com-
munity Health Services.

(4) Reimbursement of cost will be
made-
(a) After all normal sources of

payment have been exhausted.
(b) Provided the trip was cleared

beforehand by the community
health agent.

12. STRATA TITLES ACT
Amendment

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister repre-
senting the Attorney-General:
(1) Has the Government received sub-

missions to amend the Strata
Titles Act?

(2) Will the Act be amended to meet
some of these submissions?

(3) If so, when will the Bill be intro-
duced?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) The submissions received

by the Government were referred
to the Law Reform Commission
which will issue a working paper
shortly covering these and many
other submissions made direct to
the commission. Whether the
Act will be amended or not will
depend on decision being made
after the issue of a report on the
subject by the Law Reform Com-
mission.
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13. CHILDREN'S CLTHING
Inflammable Material

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) Does the Government intend to

introduce legislation to prevent the
sale of children's night clothes
where the clothing is made of a
fabric which, when used as the
outer surface of a garment, has
surface burning properties as
determined by A.S.1l/76?

(2) If so, when will the Bill be Intro-
duced?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) to (3) The desirability of this

legislation has been unanimously
accepted by the States. It was
also accepted that the legislation
should be uniform and accord-
ingly the Itemn will be discussed at
meetings of officers and Ministers
later this month in an attempt to
finalise the matter.

14. CONSUMER AFFAIRS
COUNCIL

Membership

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs:

Adverting to the answer to ques-
tion 25 of Wednesday, 18th August,
will he advise the interest groups
represented by the present mem-
bers of the Consumer Affairs
Council excluding the chairman?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The interest groups are defined by
the Act and are as follows, to-
gether with the names of mem-
bers and deputies representing
each group-

"One shall he a person who is a
practitioner within the meaning
of the Legal Practitioners Act
1893"

Member Mr J, A. Samuel
Deputy Mr J. R. Adams

"One shall be appointed as rep-
resenting the interests of pri-
mary producers"

Member Mr 0. M. Chance
Deputy Mr K. T, Marsh

"Three shall be appointed from
persons experienced in any of
the fields of manufacture, re-
tailing, distribution, advertising
or other aspects of trade or
commerce"

Member Mr E. C. Benness
Mr K. Simpson
Mr J. R. Bunce

Deputy Mr Rt. ff. Liddle
Mr A. Wilkinson
Mr J. R. Millar

"Four shall be appointed as
representing the interests of
consumers"

Member Mrs P. Silver
Miss P. P. Thomas
Mr J. V. Lyall
Mrs H. P. Balfe

Deputy Mrs M. C. King
Mrs J. E. Roberts
Mrs D. Dettman
Mrs E. M. May

"One shall be a member of an
industrial union of workers
registered under the Industrial
Arbitration Act 1912"

Member Mr Mv. E. Burns
Deputy Mr P. F. Cook

"One shall be a member of a
union or society of employers"

Member Mr N. H. Hearn
Deputy Mr C. G. Hammond.

15. CONSUMER AFFAIRS
COUNCIL

.Recommendations /or Action
Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs:

Concerning his answer to question
26 of Wednesday, 18th August.
1976, will he advise in respect of
parts (v), (vii), (viii), (ix), (x)-
(a) the details of the recommen-

dations by the Consumer
Affairs Council; and

(h) the reasons in each case why
the Government has refused
to act upon these recommen-
dations?

Mr CIRAYDEN replied:
(a) PART (vI-LANDLORD AND

TENANT
The recommendations dealt
with the need for a joint
inspection by both landlord
and tenant at the commence-
ment and termination of
tenancy and outlined pro-
cedures for the holding and
application of bond money.
After consideration of the
effect of the Small Claims
Tribunal in settling landlord/
tenant disputes, the con-
sumer Affairs Council resolved!
in July 1976 not to press the-
matter for several months,
At the end of this time the
council will again consider
the question and determine its
future course of action to be
recommended.
PART (vi)-MOTOR
VEHICLE INSURANCE
In July 1974 council endorsed
the full recommendations of
the Law Reform Commission
Report on motor vehicle in-
surance (Project No. 10).
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Early in 1978 a review was
undertaken of complaints re-
ferred to the Bureau of Con-
sumer Affairs relating to
motor vehicle insurance to
determine whether the Con-
sumner Affairs Council would
continue to press for the Im-
plementation of the Law Re-
form Commission's recom-
mendations.
In May 1976 council resolved
to let the matter rest, as the
number of complaints in this
category was not sufficient to
warrant legislative action, and
in any event resolution of the
complaints was satisfactory.
PART (vili)-TXTLES FOR
VEHICLES SUBJECT TO
HIRE PURCHASE
Council recommended that
the Goverrnent Institute a
system for indicating on a
vehicle licence whether the
vehicle was subject to a hire-
purchase agreement, and if

4, so, the name of the proprietor
or owner.
Information obtained from
relevant departments and

financial institutions indi-
cated that many complex and
costly problems would likely
be associated with such a
registration system. Further-
more, only two complaints on
this matter can be found in
the bureau's records. Conse-

* quently in June 1978 council
deferred further examination
of the situation for 12 months.
PART (ix)-HARSH AND
UNCONSCIONABLE CON-
TRACTS
In May 1975 council recom-
mended that legislation relat-
ingeto harsh and unconscion-

abecontracts not be enacted
Cin Western Australia as it

was considered It would add
little to the protection

- afforded by existing legisla-
tion and practice.
PART (x)-CONSUMER REP-
RESENTATION ON BUILD-
ERS REGISTRATION
BOARD
The council and bureau

* recommended that proposed
amendments to the Builders
Registration Act empower the
board to cancel or suspend
registration of builders, and
to Issue work orders in respect
of unsatisfactory building
work. Both recommendations
were incorporated in amend-
ments to the Act passed in
late 1976,

Council further recommended
that a consumer representa-
tive should be appointed to
the board. Administrative
changes to the board have
resulted in a high degree of
co-operation with the bureau
In complaint resolution, and
council no longer feels that
it is necessary for a consumer
representative to be appointed
to the board.

(b) The Government has not re-
fused to act upon the recom-
mendations concerned.

16. CONSUMER PRODUCT
SAFETY COMITT'EE

Consumer Representation

Mr HIARMAN, to the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs:
(1) Will he appoint a representative of

consumers to the consumer pro-
duction safety committee?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The Consumer Product Safety
Committee has been set up as an
ad hoc body to Initially examine
allegedly unsafe products which
have been referred to the bureau.
It is composed of:

Mr A. G. Batten, Industrial De-
sign Council of Australia

Dr RI. S. Lugge, Public Health
Department of WA

Mr W. I. McCullough, Standards
Association of Australia

Mrs F. Parry, National Safety
Council

Mr X. Peckham, Trades and
Labor Council of WA

Mr D. Piggford, Confederation
of WA industry

Mr N. R. letcher, Commissioner
for Consumer Affairs.

All of the people appointed to the
committee have technical know-
ledge of produce design and manu-
facture and the cross section is
such that there is considered to
be adequate consumer represen-
tation.

Mr Harmnan: Rubbish!
Mr GRAYDEN: The member for May-

lands is the only one in this place
who talks about rubbish: I am
getting sick and tired of some of
the comments from the member
for Mayla ads.

Mr Jamieson: You ought to go on!
The SPEAKER: Order?
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17. SWAN RIVER DRIVE
Repot of Consultants

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
nling:
(1) Why was the decision made to

alter the route of the proposed
Swan River Drive in the vicinity of
the Maylands peninsula and be-
raond to Garatt Road?

(2) Which firm of consultants advised
the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority?

(3) Will he table the report by the
consultants?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) To reduce the impact of the Swan

River Drive on the Swan River
foreshore over a distance of ap-
proximately 3 kilometres. The
amended alignment was accepted
by the City of Stirling and other
local authorities.

(2) None. The MRPA was advised by
the MRD in July, 1908, following
the bIRD's review of recommenda-
tions contained in a report to it
by De Leuw Cather and Company.

(3) Not applicable.

18. NATIONAL COMPENSATION
SCHEME

Steering Committee Meetings
Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Labour and industry:
(1) Who are the two officers from

Western Australia attending meet-
ings of the steering committee of
Commonwealth-State officers set
up to undertake a joint examina-
tion of matters pertaining to
national Compensation?

(2) How many meetings have been
held since May, 1970?

(3) Where were they held?
(4) What were the dates?
(5) Did the Western Australian offi-

cers both attend?
Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) This State has been represented

at various times by Mr Morton,
General Manager of the State
Government Insurance Office, Mr
Grieve, Manager of the Motor
Vehicle Insurance Trust, Judge
Mews of the Workers' Compensa-
tion Board and Mr Rogers, De-
puty manager of the State Gov-
ernment Insurance Office, In
addition to myself when meetings
were held at a Ministerial level.

(2) Two.
(3) Canberra and Melbourne.

19.

(4) 10th May, 1976 and 23rd and 24th
June, 1976. A further meeting
planned for 30th September has
been postponed to a date shortly
to be arranged.

(5) This State was fully represented
on each occasion by two of the
officers abovementioned.

LONG SERVICE LEAVE

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) Does he recall my letter to him

dated 2nd June seeking advice of
the Government's intentions In
respect of portability of long ser-
vice leave in the building industry?

(2) Did I also inform him that only
two States--Western Australia and
Queensland-have not introduced
portability of long service leave in
the building industry?

(3) Has the Government made a deci-
sion In respect of this matter?

(4) If so. what is the decision?
(5) If not, why not?

Mr
(1)
(3)
(5)

ORAYDEN replied:
and (2) Yes.
and (4) No.
The introduction of portability In
the building industry would im-
pose contribution rates of up to
3% of salary payments on the
industry and would add also to
the associated Payroll tax and
workers' compensation premiums.
This naturally must cause con-
cern. It is the Government's in-
tention to form a committee early
in 1977 to look at the matter and
take into consideration the ex-
perience of other States where the
legislation is of recent origin.

20. UNEMPLOYMCENT
Eastern Gold fields: Works

Programme
Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Treasurer:
(1) Is he aware that It has been

reported that the Town of Kal-
goorlie has determined that the
special grant made to it (as part
of the $6.4 million programme) is
inadequate to finance the work
projects to be initiated by the
Town of Kalgoorlie and approved
of by the Government?

(2) Will he meet the expected short-
fall to enable all the approved
projects to commence with a mini-
mum of delay?

(3) What is the expected shortfall in
terms of dollars?
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Sir CHARLES COURT replied: The Commonwealth Emoloynient
(1) to (3) A letter was received yes-

terday from the Town of Kalgoor-
lie.
The Government scheme to assist
councils to provide employment in
the Kalgoorlie area is similar to
the unemployment relief schemes
for drought affected areas intro-
duced recently.
Under these arrangements, the
State meets the wages costs of
projects nominated by a local
authority and the local authority
supplies materials and equipment.
The authority meets the cost of
its share either from its municipal
revenue or from its loan pro-
gramme.
The State has already advised the
Town of Kalgoorlie that it is pre-
pared to provide $117 000 for the
estimated wages component of
council works totalling $191 000
leaving the council to provide sonic
$74 000 in materials, plant hire,
etc.
The council has now asked the
Government to lift its contribu-
tion to $182 000 on the grounds
that the council is unable to pro-
vide more than about $9 000 to-
wards the cost of the works.
The request is now receiving
urgent consideration.

MT. CHARLOTTE
OOLDMINE

Ret renched Workers
Mr T. D,. EVANS, to the Treasurer:
(1) Would he Please advise how many

workers have to Present date been
retrenched by Kalgoorlie Mining
Associates due to the phasing out
of operations of the Mt. Charlotte
mine?

(2) How many of these workers have
been re-employed as a direct
result of the Government's an-
nounced works Programme (ex-
cluding any workers re-employed
by local government) ?

(3) Would he stipulate the actual work
projects in which such workers
have been re-employed?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) The Commonwealth Em-

ploymnent Service lists the number
of retrenched workers to date as
a result of the Mt. Charlotte
operations closing as 130.
Of this number, only '79 regis-
tered for employment with the
Commonwealth Emnployment 8cr-
vice.
In the main, the workers were
able to find alternative employ-
ment comparable with what they
had been doing at Mt. Charlotte.

22.

Service has advised that at Present
there are 33 miners registered for
employment. Although 26 are still
working at Mt. Charlotte gold-
mine, they have registered in anti-
cipation of retrenchment notices.
Two are only interested in part-
time work, and the remaining 5
unemployed are restricted in the
work they are able to undertake
because of age and affliction.
To date, however, it has been pos-
sible to recruit only 14 from the
Mt. Charlotte employees although
the Government has a number of
projects, as mentioned hereunder.
available to commence immedi-
ately, as miners are retrenched.

Coolgardie Water Supply im7-
provement, 5 men;

Norseman reticulation, 6 men:
Kalgoorlie-Boulder reticulation.

4 men;
Kalgoorlie-Meekatharra Road,

2 men.
In addition, Westrail have let a
contract for the laying of 50 000
sleepers and the contractor will be
looking for a gang of up to 12 im-
mediately.
The Town of Kalgoorlie has vac-
ancies for-

1 carpenter, 1 grano worker, 1
plumber, 1 motor mechanic.
2 concrete workers, and 1 ap-
prentice plumber.

The Shire of Boulder has vacan-
cies for 3 labourers and a carpen-
ter.

(3) Kambalda Road; Kalgoorlie-
Meekatharra Road; Kalgoorlie
Reservoir roofing; Kalgoorlie-
Boulder reticulation; Coolgardie
reticulation.

MINING
Prospvec tors: Allowances

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Mines:
(1) Has the Government determined

to increase the range of prospec-
tors' allowances?

(2) If so, would he supply details?
Mr MAENSAROS replied:
(1) and (2) As promised this matter

is under active consideration.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 v.m.

QUESTIONS (15) :WITHOUT NOTICE
1. IMMIGRATION
Woman at Kal goorlie: Limited Visa
Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Immigration:

Will he please contact as a matter
of urgency his Federal counterpart
and seek to obtain from him the

21.
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reason that the young lady
referred to In today's issue of the
Kalgoorlie Miner and also The
West Australian by decision of the
Federal Minister is required to
leave Australia?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
No doubt the decision was made
because the young lady came into
Australia on a limited visitor's
Visa. However, if the honourable
member wishes I shall be pleased
to join him In representations to
the Federal Minister for Immi-
ration and seek an explanation
In the matter.

Mr Harman: What about the dietitian
at the Royal Perth Hospital two
Years ago?

Mr GRAYDEN: That Is a different
Issue. I shall be happy to join with
the honourable member to see
what can be done.

NUCLEAR WASTE
Dumping

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Fuel and Energy:

Was he correctly reported in this
morning's issue of The West Aus-
tralian which states him as saying
the Western Australian Govern-
ment is neither for nor against
the proposal for Western Australia
to become the world's nuclear gar-
bage dump?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
The Leader of the Opposition has
referred to a headline of an article
in this morning's issue of The
West Australian.

Mr May: Speak up; we can't hear You.
Mr MENSAROS: In order that the

Leader of the opposition might be
quite clear on this matter I will
send him a copy of the Press
release from which he will se
exactly what I said in total con-
text.

POLICE
Kalgoorlie Two-up School: Raid

Mr T. D). EVANS, to the Minister for
Police:

Was the Minister in any way Privy
either before or during his visit
to Kalgoorlie a week ago today,
to the plan whereby the Kalgoorlie
Police last week raided an alleged
game of chance in bushland ad-
jacent to Broad Arrow Road, Kal-
goorie, prosecutions arising there-
from now being before the Kai-
goorie Court of Petty Sessions?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
I thank the honourable member
for somne notice of this question.
No, I was not privy to this. I pre-
sume any planning or carrying
out of planning was arranged by
the local police.

ROBE JE=r MEATWORKS
Industrial Dispute: Fate of Lambs
Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is it a fact that, as reported in

The West Australian this morn-
ing, 200 lambs died as a result of
an industrial dispute at Robb
Jetty?

(2) Is it also a fact that, as reported
in the same paper this morning.
there are still 5 000 lambs in
deteriorating condition, awaiting
slaughter at Robb Jetty?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) Yes. 199 lambs out of a total of

5 042 died in the yards at Robb
Jetty and Midland between the
20th and the 27th September.

(2) No further lambs are awaiting
slaughter. The remaining 4843
were transferred to Midland
(Stirling Yards) on the 22nd and
the 23rd September.
The WA Meat Industry Employ-
ees' Union did not give permission
for any of these to be slaughtered.
on the threat of calling Midland
slaughtermen out on strike, until
late afternoon of Friday, the 24th
September.
Approximately 2 000 of the lambs
were slaughtered on Saturday
morning, and the remainder were
slaughtered as soon as Possible on
Tuesday, the 28th, after being
given extra feed and water on
Sunday and Monday.

POLICE
Geraldton: Press Report

Mr CAR, to the Minister for Police:
(1) Has the Minister yet examined

the article in The Gertlldton
Guardian of Thursday, the 16th
September under the heading
"Police Increase 'Not Justified'-
Report"?

(2) If "Yes" to (1), can he confirm
the accuracy of the article?

(3) Does he have any further inform-
ation concerning the adequacy of
police strength in Geraldion?

(4) If "Yes" to (3), would he please
advise the House of the Position?

Mr
(1)
(2)

O'CONNOR replied:
Yes.
Yes.
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(3) Yes.
(4) A recent survey by the planning

and Personnel Section into police
requirements at Geraldton reveal-
ed this station to be adequately
staffed when compared with other
police stations throughout the
State.

NUCLEAR WASTE
Dumping

Mr JAMIESON, to the Premier:
(1) Was he correctly reported in

Yesterday's issue of The West
Australian which quotes him as
saying that the proposal for West-
ern Australia to become the
world's nuclear garbage dump is
completely unacceptable to the
Western Australian Government?

(2) If he was correctly reported.
would he please advise who is the
Government's official spokesman
on this matter since his state-
ment is In conflict with the state-
ment of the Minister for Fuel and
Energy that the Government is
neither for nor against the pro-
posal which was contained in this
morning's issue of The West Aus-
ration?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) In answer to the Leader

of the Opposition, from wvhat I
recall of the report-and I now
refer to the total report and not
an extract from it-that appeared
in The West Australian of yes-
terday morning I would say it was
a reasonable and factual record
of what I said on Sunday evening.
I am now referring to the total
report and not a quotation from
it, because it is easy to take text
out of context.
So far as the spokesman for the
Government is concerned, the
honourable member knows that
the Premier, because of his posi-
tion, can without any qualms at
all speak on behalf of the Gov-
ernment on any issue. However,
it is customary, of course, for
Ministers to deal with their own
particular subjects. This must be
respected; but there are matters
of basic Government policy which
are expressed by the Premier on
behalf of the Government. Like-
wise after Cabinet meetings Lhe
Premier usually makes the state-
ments because it is the decision of
the Cabinet and not of individual
Ministers. It is a practice followed
by most Governments and for a
very good reason. On reflection,
if the Leader of the Opposition
takes the total statement issued
by the Minister and relates it to
what I said he will find there is

7.

8.

very little if any conflict-indeed.
I doubt whether there is any ccn-
fct at all.

NUCLEAR WASTE
Reprocessing Plant

Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:
Would the Premier indicate to the
House in quite unequivocal terms
whether or not it Is still his
opinion that his Government is
staunchly In favour of the estab-
lishment of a nuclear recycling or
reprocessing plant in Western Aus-
tralia?

The SPEAKER: I point out that
opinions per se cannot be sought.

Mr Bryce: Ilam seeking Information on
Government policy.

The SPEAKER: Order! I do not want
to debate the issue with the mem-
ber for Ascot. I am merely trying
to tell him some of the traditional
things that should be done In the
House and I hope he does not
object to that. As a matter of
fact, he might well listen at times.

Government members: Hear, hear!
The SPEAKER: Opinions cannot be

sought, though one can ask for
policy. I want to point that out.
This is why members should have
regard for the right and proper
manner of asking questions. The
Premier may answer the question
or not, as he wishes.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I thank you for your observation,
Sir, but what I was going to say
to the honourable member was
that smart aleck questions do not
get very far in this House.

Mr Bryce: Smug answers do not get
very much respect either.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the honour-
able member wants an intelligent
answer to an intelligent question,
he should put his question on the
notice paper.

NUCLEAR WASTE
Reprocessing Plant

Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:
I would like to ask a further ex-
plicit question: Is it the policy of
the Government to support the
establishment of a nuclear repro-
cessing plant in Western Austra-
lia? Nothing could be more simple
than that question.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
If the honourable member wants
an answer on the question of the
uranium policy of the Govern-
ment-

Mr Bryce: Running for cover!
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Sir CHARLES COURT: -I suggest
that he puts his question on the
notice paper and we will then deal
with the total question and not
just a smart sleek portion of it.

9. POLICE
Kalgoorlie Two-up School: Raid

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Police:
Will the Minister advise whether
he had any prior knowledge that
the two-up game located near
Kalgoorlie was to be raided by the
police?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
No.

10. APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Budget Papers: Prior Release
Mr JAMIESON, to the Treasurer:
(1) Were copies of the Budget speech

or any of the Budget papers or the
Premier's Press releases about the
Budget given to any organisation
or individual outside the Govern-
ment, other than media organisa-
tions, before he began to address
the House tonight?

(2) If so, to which organisations and
Individuals and why?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) To the best of my know-

ledge "No", but if the honourable
member wants the matter re-
searched, I will be only too
pleased to do this. To the best of
my knowledge the usual pro-
cedures followed by all Govern-
ments were followed on this
occasion.

Mr Jamieson: The Confederation of
Western Australian Industry was
commenting on it before you went
on with your speech.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the hon-
ourable member wants the matter
researched, I will be only too
pleased to do so.

Mr Davies: Please do.

11. ROBE JETTY MEATWORKS
Industrial Dispute: Dismissals

Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Were the 60 slaughternien involved

in a dispute with the Robb Jetty
management dismissed?

(2) If so. did the Minister state on a
talk back programme this morn-
ing that the men refused to break
their strike and return to work
on the same conditions which they
enjoyed prior to going out on
strike?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) and (2) The 60 slaughtermen were

in fact dismissed for misconduct.
I do not recall exactly what I
said this morning, but If I said
they went on strike, I apologise.

Mr Harman: How could they be on
strike if they were dismissed?

Mr OLD: I just made that point, if
the honourable member bad been
listening; it is time he listened
instead of talking all the time.
If that were the case.. I apologise
to the union concerned, but I do
not recall whether I used the
word "strike" or the word "dis-
Pute".

12. POLICE
Gerald ton: Press Report

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Police:
Further to my question about the
police strength at Geraldton, is it
correct to assume from the Min-
ister's answer that the final re-
port referred to in his 16th Sep-
tember Press release has in fact
been finalized?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
The answer I gave to the hon-
ourable member was after a fur-
thur conversation with the Com-
missioner of Police, and It would
be final as far as I am concerned.

13. NEW SOUTH WALES PREMIER
Visit: Notification

Mr SHALDERS, to the Premier:
Has the Premier yet been advised
officially by the Premier of New
South Wales of his forthcoming
visit to this State?

Mrt May: What about Bjelke-Petersen?
He did not even tell him.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The answer is "No", but I read
with great interest in this morn-
Ing's Press that he is coming. I
hope the Premier of New South
Wales is coming here, and I hope
he enjoys himself thoroughly. I
hope also that the Leader of the
Opposition will invite the Hon.
E. G. Whitlam to come cver as
often as possible.

Mr Jamieson: He will be invited.

14. PREIER
Visit to Victoria Park: Notification
Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

Did the Premier have any con-
tact with the office of the mem-
ber for Victoria Park before he
visited that electorate recently?
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Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I regard the honourable member's
question as a frivolous one, aind I
assume it is asked in goad humour
because, in my experience, except
on rather rare occasions, metro-
politan members are not contacted
when a Minister Intends to visit
their area.

15. QUEENSLAND PREMIER
Visit: Notification

Mr MAY, to the Premier:
During the last visit to Western
Australia of the Premier of
Queensland, did the Premier at
any time confer personally with
him?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I am not sure which visit the
honourable member is referring to.

Mr May: The last one.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The P.,emler

of Queensland has made several
visits to Western Australia, some-
times by invitation, and sometimes
when he has expressed the wish
to come here. I was told that
his recent visit was an unofficial
one, although he did tell me he
was coming.

JOONDALUP CENTRE BELL
Second Reading

MR RUSHTON (Dale-Minister for
Urban Development and Town Planning)
(7.52 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The corridor concept for the future growth
of the metropolitan region was adopted
by the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority in 1970 and has been endorsed
by successive Governments. One of the
elements of that concept is the develop-
ment of subregional centres at Fremantle,
Atmadale. Midland, Rockingham, and
Joondalup. to provide the civic, cultural,
commercial and retail needs of a large
population.

Development in the north-west corridor
continues at an extremely rapid rate and
studies over some years have confirmed
the need for the development of a sub-
regional centre in the Joondalup area.

The Government, in conjunction with
the Metropolitan Region Planning Auth-
ority and the Wanneroo Shire Council,
has commissioned a study of the form of
development of a subregional centre at
Joondalup based largely on Crown-owned
land. For the information of members,
I have circulated a locality plan which out-
lines the area to which this Bill refers.
I might add that I have handed uncerti-
fied copies of the plan to the clerks and
any member who wishes a copy of this
Plan for identification purposes will be
able to obtain it. I stress that this plan

Is not a certified plan of the a rea des-
cribed in the schedule to the Bill. I will
table shortly a certified copy of the plan of
that area.

The consultant, Professor Gordon
Stephenson, has been assisted in his work
by a steering committee representing the
three parties referred to earlier and by a
technical working committee.

Members of the steering committee are:
Mr N. C. Hawkins, Chairman of the Metro-
politan Region Planning Authority: Dr
David Carr, the Commissioner of Town
Planning; Mr D. H. Aitken, Commissioner
of Main Roads; Mr Charles Searson. Presi-
dent of the Wanneroo Shire Council, and
myself as chairman.

Both the steering committee and the
consultant have the support of a technical
committee comprising Mr A. Keil of the
Town Planning Department, Mr T. Terry
of the Main Roads Department, Mr C.
Sanders of the Department of Conserva-
tion and Environment, Mr A. Robinson of
the Metropolitan Transport Trust, Mr W.
Harse of the Metropolitan Water Board,
Mr R. Reid of the Wanneroo Shire Council,
and Mr P. Woodward of the Town Plan-
ning Department.

These committees have ensured a wide
range of consultation aimed at Identifying
problems associated with development of
the centre and the formulation of alterna-
tive solutions.

Professor Stephenson's report and recom-
mendations will be completed early In 1977.

A further committee has been studying
administrative and financial proposals for
the development of the centre.

The members of this committee, under
the chairmanship of Mr R. Holmes A'Court,
are Mr D. Whitely, Mr B. Waldeck and Mr
D. Collins. They have bad as financial
adviser Mr K. Townsing, the former Under-
Treasurer.

Work of the several parties Is now well
advanced and the need is seen for the
identification of a suitable body to under-
take responsibility for the development
of the centre. The Government has con-
cluded that this is a specialist task and
should be entrusted to a new statutory
body of limited life with sufficient powers
to ensure that development is started in
time to meet initial estimated timetables.

it will also have to plan continuing
growth of the centre with plans flexible
enough to respond to fluctuations in
demand due to varying development rates.
This is a challenging role and the Govern-
ment-while not wishing to proliferate the
establishment of new bodies-could not see
this as a secondary role for an existing
body.

This Bill, therefore, proposes the estab-
lishment of a statutory body to be called
the Joondalup Development Corporation.
Its objects will be to promote, co-ordinate,
and secure the laying out and development
of a centre at Joondalup.
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in accordance with those objects, Its
functions will be to prepare and submit
for approval by the Minister, a develop-
ment plan and to cause development of
the facilities necessary for servicing a sub-
regional centre of population. The area
within which the corporation will exercise
its functions Is defined in the schedule to
this Bill.

Powers given to the corporation In the
Bill are considered to be those necessary
for the proper discharge of its functions
and Include power to arrange works and
such other matters necessary to carry out
the objectives, including the purchase and
sale of land within the defined area.
Power of compulsory acquisition In ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Public
Works Act Is included.

As I indicated earlier, most of the land
is Crown-owned but it may be necessary
to acquire small areas of freehold land
to ensure proper implementation of the
finally agreed plan.

The extensive Crown holdings in the
area Include a number of reserves and
to facilitate the amalgamation of the land
holding for transfer to the corporation,
the Bill provides for existing JdA"-class
reserves to be reverted to vacant Crown
land.

The development plan will be comple-
mentary to the metropolitan region scheme
provisions for Lake Joondealup and the
areas required for recreation or public
purposes will be transferred progressively
to the Crown as development takes place.

The corporation is, In the exercise of
its general powers, subject to the direction
of the Minister and is subject to all Acts
and laws In force, including the planning
provisions of the metropolitan region
scheme and the Wanneroo Shire Council
town planning scheme.

T'here will be five members of the cor-
poration. one of whom is to be a councillor
of the Shire of Wanneroo.

The other four members will be those
with skills considered necessary to en-
sure that a broad range of commercial
and professional skills will be brought to
bear on the task of the corporation.

The appointment of a councillor will
not only bring with it his knowledge of
local government but also recognises the
significance of the development in the
shire and the special relationship that
will exist between the council and the
corporation.

one of the most difficult tasks facing
the corporation will be that of marshal-
ling sufficient funds to ensure that de-
velopment plans advance in accordance
with public demand for facilities.

To aid it in that task, the Government
has provided as much flexibility as pos-
sible in the financial provisions of the

Bill. They include provision for appro-
priations, for raising loans, and for the
guarantee of any borrowings.

The accounts of the corporation will
be Treasury supervised and, in addition,
the annual estimates are to be-approved
by the Minister and submitted to the
Tfreasurer. The accounts will be subject
to audit and the corporation will prepare
and present an annual report.

Earlier, I said that the corporation
would have a limited life and the Bill
provides that it will be wound up when
its task of developing the centre is sub-
stantially completed.

By way of further explanation, the area
to be planned and developed under the
corporation's guidance will contain a
number of facilities of regional signifi-
cance. These include the Mitchell Free-
way and rapid transit right of way, and
other roads of regional significance, par-
ticularly those required to give access to
facilities at the centre.

Present planning provides for the
establishment of a hospital facility of
regional significance--construction is ex-
pected to commence in 1977-and tertiary
education facilities. Apart from the com-
mercial and civic facilities of the centre,
it is expected that provision will be made
for recreation, service Industries and resi-
dential uses.

The complexity of the planning and
co-ordination of development, together
with the challenging and exciting task of
promoting and organising the development
of such a centre, indicates quite con-
clusively the need for a specialist body to
undertake the task.

I believe the Bill recognises the task and
provides the corporation with the range of
powers necessary to achieve the objectives
I have outlined.

Members will recognise that this ap-
proach Is consistent with our policy of
fully retaining local authority involve-
ment and powers and Is very different
from that proposed by the previous G3ov-
ernment under Its Salvado scheme.

In commending the Bill to the House,
I seek leave to table aL plan of the area
in question.

The plan was tabled (see paper No. 449).
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Eateman.

HEALTH ACT AMENDMNT BILL
Introduction and First Readting

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Ridge
(Minister for Lands), and read a first
time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
On motion by Mr Batemani, leave of

absence for five weeks granted to the
member for Mundaring on the rounds of
urgent public business.
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HIRE-PURECHASE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 16th Septem-
ber.

MR HA!RMAN (Maylands) (8.03 p.m.]:
In 1973, the Tonkin Labor Government
accepted most of the recommendations
made to tils Parliament by a Select Com-
mittee-the appointment of which was
agreed to by the Tonkin Labor Govern-
merit-which was charged with the task
of examining most facets of the. Hire-
Purchase Act. On that occasion, the motion
for the appointment of the Select Com-
mittee was moved in this House by a mem-
ber of the Country Party (Mr McPharlin).
Its recommendations were accepted by the
Tonkin Labor Government and were writ-
ten into an amending Bill introduced into
this Parliament in 1973. The amendments
were widespread in their effect and were
considered at that time to be very neces-
sary.

We did not want to wait until the con-
clusion of a lengthy-and still continuing
-inquiry being made by the Attorneys-
General of the various States and the Aus-
tralian Commonwealth; we took it upon
ourselves to seek the amendments In this
place, and we were successful in obtain-
ing the approval of Parliament in 1973 to
make those amendments.

Despite the fact that In 1974 the present
Minister for Consumer Affairs obtained
some credit by way of a Press statement
that the amendments made by the Tonkin
Government in 1973 in fact were attribut-
able to the present Government, we all
know this was not the case End those
amendments actually were made in 1913.

Mr Grayden: I do not know what you
are talking about, of course.

Mr HARMAN: I am sure you will recall,
Mr Speaker, the great number of Bills
presented to this House in 1973. In the
pressure of that legislation, we decided It
was necessary for those persons seeking
to obtain licences to be credit providers
In Western Australia to present themselves
Personally to the Court of Jurisdiction
established under the amendments to the
Hire-Purchase Act in order to obtain
licences to operate for the first year and
for succeeding years.

The Opposition agrees with the proposal
now put forward by the Government In
that it Is not necessary for a credit pro-
vider or his representative actually to pre-
sent himself in person to the court when
the licence is being granted for a further
term. The Opposition accepts the am-
endments provided in this Hill, and raises
no objection to the legislation.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc
Bill Passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

As to Third Reading
MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister

for Labour and Industry) (8.09 p.m.1: I
move-

That leave be granted to proceed
forthwith to the third reading.

Question put and passed; leave granted.

Third Readig
Bill read a third time, on mnotion by Mr

Grayden (Minister for Labour and In-
dustry), and transmitted to the Council.

EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)
In Committee

Resumed from the 23rd September. The
Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr
Crane) in the Chair; Mr Orayden (Minis-
ter for Labour and Industry) in charge
of the Bill.

Clause 7: Section 20D added-
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Progress

was reported on the clause to which the
member for Ascot (Mr Bryce) had moved
the following amendment-

Page 5, line 23-Delete the word
"two" with a view to substituting the
word "four".

Mr BRYCE: Mir Deputy Chairman, have
I exhausted my opportunities to speak to
my amendment?

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The hon-
ourable member has spoken only once,
and has two more opportunities to ad-
dress the Chamber.

Mr BRYCE: Thank you, Mr Deputy
Chairman; it is not my intention to ac-
cept both opportunities. To put the de-
bate into the perspective of about 10 days
ago-

Mr B. T. Burke: Brown bears and
monkeys'1

Mr BRYCE: -members on this side of
the Chamber are of the view that the
structure of the Panel suggested by the
Minister is inadequate. We seek by way
of amendment based on the best, most up-
to-date advice available to the Govern-
ment and this Chamber to include on the
panel a medical practitioner together with
the psychologist and teacher suggested in
thec Bill.

in a nutshell, the purpose of the panel
is to advise the Minister whether or not
a certain youngster at a school at any
given time should be directed to a special
school somewhere in Western Australia,
if that child is suffering from a particular
form of physical or intellectual disability.
The Hill suggests the panel should com-
prise at least two People, one of whom
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shall be a teacher and the other a psy-
chologist. The Neal report presented to
the Government as an interim report of
the Council of Special Education suggested
in no uncertain terms based on the most
modern thinking on this question that
there must be the closest possible co-
ordination and consultation between the
medical profession and the education pro-
fession in assessing youngsters who are
to be sent to special schools.

The report spells out quite clearly that.
Particularly in the case of students in the
very earliest days of school who are not
yet literate, it is extremely difficult to
assess children thoroughly without taking
into account important medical considera-
tions. Therefore, on the basis of that
very sound advice we believe this amend-
ment should be written into the clause.

Before I resume my seat. I feel obliged
to point out to the Chamber that this
certainly has been the subject of fairly
repeated representations to me from
parents who have youngsters who suffer
from physical and intellectual disabilities.

Mr GRAYDEN: I disagree with the as-
sertion of the member for Ascot that the
comments he has Put forward are based on
the best educational advice. The proposal
to Increase the minimum number of mem-
bers on the Panel to four, and to require
that two of them be a medical practitioner
and a nominee of the Western Australian
Council of Social Service, is counter to
the advice of the Council of Special Educa-
tion. This council was concerned with the
greatest possible flexibility being main-
tained on the panel, dealing as it does with
a very wide range of disabilities and the
range of professional expertise suitable
for each. It is believed that in many
situations such representation would not
be a useful contribution to the delibera-
tions of the panel.

I received a most interesting letter dated
the 3rd October from the Watchdog organ-
Isation, signed by the convenor, Jenny
OuhI. It is as follows-

Dear Mr. Orayden,
Our Organisation Is very pleased to

be able to congratulate the Govern-
mnent on its move to remove Section
20 from the Education Act. The mem-
bers of our organisation and many
other parents of handicapped children
have found this section discriminatory
to say the least.

We have noted the current debate
concerning the new provisions and are
in broad agreement.

However I would like to make the
following points:-

1. We were disappointed that
there is no general affirma-
tion of the Governments ack-
nowledgement of the right of
ALL CHILDREN to an Educa-
tion suitable to their needs.
We also felt that this may

have been an appropriate
time to consider fully same of
the initial findings of the Neal
report; and to initiate action
In that direction.

2. There are other aspects in
consideration of Section 20
which we would like to put
before you:-

(I) We consider that the
advisory Panel which it
is Proposed to be set
up should be specifically
directed to take into
consideration the wish-
es of the Parents in
making a decision about
the child's education.

(ii) The Panel should not
only be given the res-
ponsibility of deciding
whether the child
should or should not be
educated in a Govern-
ment school, but it
should be responsible
also to make specific
recommendations as to
the type of special
education, or the special
services appropriate to
the childs needs. It is
not good enough for
the parents to be faced
with a blank embargo
on the child's right to
government schooling-
suitable alternatives
should be given.

Mr Bryce: We agree wholeheartedly.
That is exactly the purpose of Proposed
clause 6.

Mr GRAYDEN: There is no reference In
the last clause to increasing the size of the
Panel or to amending Its composition. The
concluding paragraph of the letter is as
follows--

In conclusion, Watchdog applauds
the Government's efforts in removing
the outdated Section 20, and hopes
that this Is the beginning of further
government moves to implement other
important recommendations contained
in the W.A. Council of Special Educa-
tion's Report.

The Watchdog organisation is applauding
what the Government Is doing, and is not
making any recommendations at all to
amend the composition of the advisory
panel.

Mr BRYCE: The very words contained in
the last paragraph quoted by the Minister
can be paraphrased in this manner, "We
are pleased with the initiative, and we look
forward to the Government's implementing
other worth-while recommendations con-
tained In the Neal report." I draw the
attention of the Minister to page 5 of the
Neal report which spells out precisely what
I have been saying.
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Mr Grayden; The last clause does not
specify which one?

Mr BRYCE: I am suggesting this is
certainly one of the most desirable alms.
and it is repeated in a number of ways.
The aim is that there should be the closest
possible co-ordination between the medical,
educational, psychological, and guidance
officers when it comes to assessing these
types of youngsters. I reject totally any
suggestion that the amendment will aff ect
the flexibility of the panel.

If the Minister wishes to bring anyone
onto the panel he will be able to do so.
The Bill sugests that the panel should be
restricted to at least two members, but in
our amendment we are suggesting the
Panel be restricted to at least four mem-
bers. The operative words are "at least".

No-one is suggesting a maximum num-
ber. If the Minister considers that a per-
son with a special form of expertise should
be co-opted as a member of the panel to
assess and diagnose these children he will
be free to do so: therefore, there is no
validity in the argument that we are
seeking to restrict the flexibility desired
by the Minister.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result--

AYOS-17
Mr Bertram
Mr t

r:-re
Mr B. T, Burke
Mr T. J1. Burke
Mr CaLr
Mr DaVies
Mr if fl. Evans

Mr.TD. Evans

Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coynn
Mrs Craig
Mr Orarden
Me Crewar
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Laurence
Mr Meclharlio
Mr ';'ns;nro,.
Mr Nanovich
Mr O'Connor

A yes
Mr Mailer
Mr Taylor
Mz La: i r!tt
Mr J. T. Tonkin

Mr Harman

Mr Jamieson
Mr T. H. Jones
Mr NIlcvcr

Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr Ratcmnau

Nocs-23
Mr Old
Mr Ridge
Mr Rwfhtan
Mr Shalders
Mr Sibson

Mr Thompson
Kr Tubby
A., X 'Vat
Mr 'Vnung
Mr Ciarko

Pairs
Noes

Mr O'Neil
Dr fladour
Mr Stephens
Air ElaWIne

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 8: Section 20E added-
Mr B3RYCE: I move an amendment-

Page 6-Add after subsection (4) of
proposed section 20E the following new
subsection to stand as subsection
(5)-

(5) Where an application has
been lodged with the Child-
ren's Court under the provi-
sins of Section 20E. the
direction shall not take effect
until the application has
been determined.

The purpose of this amendment is to
provide a degree of protection for the
child and the parents who are concerned
and involved with a, ministerial direction
that the child, who is suffering from in-
tellectual or physical disability, shall
attend a special school in another locality,

Under proposed new sections 20A and
20B the Minister will be given the auth-
ority to direct the parents of an intellec-
tually or physically handicapped child to
take that child to a special school because,
in the opinion of the panel advising the
Minister, that child warrants receiving a
form of education different from that
available to the child in the neighbour-
hood school.

The legislation sets out the manner In
which this directive shall be issued to the
family of such a child. Such a direction
could cause a great deal of anxiety to the
family and I have bad experience of this
under the existing legislation when making
representations on behalf of some people.
Quite often the parents of a child could
be at variance with the Education Depart-
ment on the question of assessment. I
note with interest that the Minister has
indicated his support of a letter received
from the Watchdog organisation.

Mr Grayden: It has applauded the Gov-
erment's effort in respect of the pro-
vision in Proposed new section 20D.

Mr EBRYCE: So the Minister is not
indicating the organisation is in support
of this concept?

Mr Grayden: I was merely reading out
the letter which congratulated the Gov-
erinment.

Mr BRYCE: The Minister is interested
in receiving a pat on the back, but does
not support what the organisation con-
siders to be a very important considera-
tion.

Mr Grayden: The letter does not men-
tion the matter You are talking about.

Mr BRYCE: The Hansard report will
reveal that the Watchdog organisation has
clearly indicated the wishes of the parents
ought to be considered. I am relating that
to the question before us which deals with
an appeal that may he lodged in the
Children's Court where the Minister has
given a direction to a family to send a
physically or Intellectually handicapped
child to a special school. Within 30 days
of receiving such a direction the family
has the right to lodge an application
with the Children's Court to have the
validity of that direction confirmed or
rejected.

Proposed new subsection (4) rends-
(4) On the hearing of a complaint

under this section the court shall
make an order-

(a) cancelling the direction; or
(b) confirming the direction,
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The purpose of the amendment is to allow
for a minimunm of dislocation to the child
and the family concerned. It is possible
that the Minister may direct a family to
send a child from a normal school to a
special school. It is also possible, upon
the application being beard by the Child-
ren's Court, for the direction by the Min-
ister to be cancelled. I suggest that the
Government should seriously consider the
dislocation to the child concerned, and
also the dislocation to the family during
the five or six weeks involved in the ap-
peal.

The possibility of the direction by the
Minister being cancelled, and the child
going back into the mainstream of educa-
tion, is considerable indeed. We are simply
asking the Government to consider, with
some sense of compassion, the effect on
a child in that situation, as well as the
effect on the family.

I recall that wheln this matter was
debated some days ago the member for
Murray interjected and suggested that the
welfare of the normal school should also
be considered if a particular youngster
was a source of great concern in a school,
and was perhaps disrupting normal class-
room activity. Might I suggest that if a
situation reached that point the parents
would probably be the first to acknowledge
the problem but, most importantly, there
are other ways of solving that sort of
disruption within the school itself.

Our party places a great deal of import-
ance--contrary to the thinking of the
Minister opposite and his colleagues-un
achieving the greatest possible degree of
normalcy for those youngsters, if it is at
all possible, and for them to be retained
in a normal school with special services
and special opportunities provided for
their education. It would be of great ad-
vantage for those youngsters to continue
at their local school.

We believe, therefore, that the proposed
amendments should be written into the
Bill to provide protection for the child
and the family concerned.

Mr ORAYDEN: The principle of this
amendment is acceptable. I suggest that
the member for Ascot should do some-
thing about it in another place.

The provision was left out of the Bill
because it was not envisaged that in prac-
tice the Minister would enforce a direc-
tion while an appeal was Pending. The
provision was left out for that reason and
I suggest the member will have an cp-
portunity to have the amendment incor-
porated in another place.

Mr Bryce: Why cannot It be done now?
Mr ORAYDEN: As I have said, the

principle is acceptable. I have not had
an opportunity to consult the Minister
but the principle is quite acceptable and
the Provision was left out for the reason
I have mentioned. In those circumstances.
I think we will agree to the amendment.

Amendment put and Passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 9 to 16 put and passed.
New clause 6-
Mr BRYCE: I move-

Page 4-Insert after clause 5 the
following new clause to stand as clause
6--

6. The Principal Act is am-
ended by adding after section 20
a section as follows-

20D. (1) Where the panel
is of the opinion that for the
purposes of Section twenty
A. or twenty B of this Act, a
child is in need of special
education, the panel shall
make Its recommendation to
the Minister-

(a) as to the type of
special education
that the child re-
quires:

(b) whether any special
services are required,
and

(c) in respect of any
other matter that the
panel considers rele-
vant.

(2) The panel shall, in
making Its recommendation,
take into consideration the
wishes of the parent and the
circumstances of the ease.

In explanation of my proposed new clause
I would say at the outset that I do not
claim originality for the wording. It is an
important principle which has been spelt
out In a letter from the organisation
known as Watchdog to the Minister in-
dicating these two principal ideas: Firstly.
that the wishes of the parents should
definitely be taken into consideration when
an assessment is being made by a panel
to determine where a child should be
directed in those circumstances, The or-
ganisation spelt that out very clearly, and
the Minister read the particular quote to
the Chamber.

When I acknowledge that the wording
of the amendment Is not my work, I am
not suggesting it came from the organisa-
tion known as Watchdog alone. Having
done some study on this legislation, in
respect of the other States, I can assure
members that this provision was written
Into legislation In Victoria by the Minis-
ter's own colleagues from the Liberal
Party. It was a Liberal Government which
actually amended the legislation in that
State. and rewrote the provision with a
much more modern approach.

I do not believe the idea should be
knocked out Purely for the sake of num-
bers in this Chamber, or because of petty
party political considerations. If members
examine the ideas contained in the two



2864 (ASSEMVBLYI

parts to the amendment I think they will
agree there is a great deal of straight-
forward common sense In the form of
Protection for those people who are un-
lucky enough to have to carry the burden
involved in the situation outlied.

Referring to the second part of my
amendment, I would find it hard to be-
lieve that any member in this Chamber
could oppose the suggestion that in mak-
ing recommendations the panel should
take into consideration the wishes of the
parents. The Minister might well say
that of course such a panel would do just
that, but we would argue that in the
States of South Australia and Victoria,
where legislation in this area has been
modernised, the Governments have seen
the wisdom of actually writing the par-
ticular provision into the Act. Once again,
the purpose of the provision Is to give
protection to the parents Involved. They
will have an assurance and an indication
of the sincerity of the Government, and
its concern for people Involved in this
particular situation.

I do not believe any member could
Justifiably argue against a situation which
would call for the Government, through
its panel of assessment, to take into con-
sideration the wishes of the parents and
the circumstances of the case.

The other part of the amendment is
also particularly important. This is an
area where I believe the Victorian Liberal
Government has a very much more up-to-
date approach to this whole question of
special education than the Western Aus-
tralian coalition Government.

The Government has set out very little
with regard to special services. We did
exchange some differences of opinion while
debating the second reading of this Bill
when it appeared to most members on
this side of the Chamber that the em-
phasis was that the Government was
planning to take youngsters, who suf-
fered from a physical or intellectual dis-
ability, out of the normal mainstream of
schooling and place them in special
schools. We argue from this side of the
Chamber that Provision should be writ-
ten into the Bill to guarantee the parents
in this State, who may have such Young-
sters, that the State Government will pro-
vide special education services at loca
'.normal schools" to enable some of these
youngsters to stay at those schools.

I come back to the question of nor-
malcy: where it Is humanly possible it is
important, for the sake of the youngsters,
that they have every opportunity to be
educated in a normal school situation.
During the second reading debate we ex-
plored the value of doing so, so far as the
school and other youngsters were con-
cerned. But, there is very real value in
allowing physically and mentally disabled
youngsters toD have an opportunity to re-
ceive special education.

It does. concern us a little that the legis-
lation Suggests the establishment of a
panel, the function of that panel being
to advise the Minister as to whether or
not a Particular youngster should be
directed to a special school.

In the first part of the amendment we
suggest that the panel should be charged
with the brief not only of advising the
Minister-having made an assessment and
a diagnosis-but also of recommending
to the Minister the type of special educa-
tion required, It is not sufficent to give
the panel the job of simply stating the
needs of a child,, we believe the panel
should have the responsibility also of re-
commending to the Minister the type or
special education most appropriate and,
of course, under the provisions of para-
graph (b) whether any special services
are required.

We believe the amendment contains a
great deal of common sense which has
already been acknowledged by the Labor
Government of South Australia and the
Liberal Government of Victoria. We do
not seek to do anything original with this
clause; we urge the Government to show
some common sense and allow these pro-
visions to be written Into the legislation
for the reasons I have stated.

Mr GRAYDEN: I oppose this new clause
for the reason given by the member
for Ascot; that is, we can safely leave the
matter to the panel. The new clause deals
with special education, but also refers to
section 20D, which does not deal with
special education.

Paragraph (a) of the proposed new
clause Is covered already by necessary
implication in proposed section 20A (1).
Paragraph (b) of the proposed new clause
is too vague. I ask the honourable mem-
ber: What is meant by "special services"?
Paragraph (c) is, without question, super-
fluous because, as I mentioned earlier and
as he himself mentioned, It would be as-
suned the panel would report on all rele-
vant matters. In those circumstances I
oppose the proposed new section 20D.

Mr BRYCE: I feel obliged to acknow-
ledge that the bureaucrats have done a
good job with some notes for the
Minister, and to stress for the bene-
fit of the bureaucrats who compiled
the advice that "special services"
is clearly understood not to mean the
establishment by way of bricks and mortar
of a special school situated in a special
locality to which youngsters with special
disadvantages and disabilities would be
transported. "Special services" clearly
means special change rooms and ramps,
special forms of equipment, and modifica-
tions which can be provided in aL school,
in addition to assistance to families in the
home. When we talk about special services
we are talking about these things.

2864



[Tuesday. 5 October. 19761 2865

I reiterate that this Is the point where
the Government differs with the Opposi-
tion in its whole approach to special ed-
ucation. We explored the differences at
length some days ago and I will not
canvass them again. We on this side of the
Chamber recommend that members on
the other side support the new clause.
firstly to write into the legislation a form
of protection and guarantee for the par-
ents to let them know the panel has a
legislative responsibility to consider their
wishes, and secondly because it is import-
ant not to think with monorail vision
that special education involves special
schools but to recalise there is another
dimension which involves special services
as well as special buildings.

New clause Put and a division taken
with the following result-

Mr Bertram
M~r Bryce
Mr B. T. Burte
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Can
Mr navies
Mr H. D. Evans
Mr T. D. Evans
Mr Fletcher

Mr Blaikie
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne0
Mrs Craig
Mr Graydent

Mr Grower
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Laurence
Mr McPharlia
Mr Mensaros
Mr Nanovich

Ayes
Mr Moiler
Mr Taylor
Mr Barnett
Mr J. T. Tonkin

Ayes-17
Mr Harnan
Mr flartrey
Mr Jamieson
Mr T. H. Jones,
Mr McIver
Mr Skidmore
Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr Bateman

(Tells,)

Noes 23
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr Ridge
Mr Rushton
Mr Shalders

Mr Sibson
Mr Sodeman
Mr Thmpson
Mr Tbby
Mt Wait
Mr Clarke

(Teller

Pairs
Noes

Mr O'Neil
Dr Dadour
MW Stephens
Mr Young

New clause thus negatived.

New clause 9-

Mr BRYCE: I move-
Insert after clause 8 the following

new clause to stand as clause 9-
9. The principal Act is am-

ended by adding after section 20
a section as follows-

20F. A Parent who causes
his child to undertake special
education or to be provided
with special services in ac-
cordance with Sections twenty
A and twenty B of this Act
shall not be required to con-
tribute to the cost of the
special education or the pro-
vision of those special ser-
vices.

This is the most fundamental aspect of
the Bill. I indicated at the beginning of
my remarks in the second reading debate,
when I expressed the view of the Opposi-
tion, that we were pleased to support the

repeal of section 20 of the Act. For decades
section 20 of the Act has spelt out in
legislative form that if a family is un-
lucky enough to have a child who is in-
tellectually or physically disabled that
family shall be responsible for providing
for the education of that child.

That is the section of the Act to which
our party objected. It is cer-
tainly the section of the Act to which
the Organisation known as Watchdog ob-
jected very strongly, and of course it is
the principal reason that the Government
brought this piece of legislation to the
Parliament; namely, to repeal that par-
ticularly pernicious section which placed
the onus upon the parents of disabled
children to foot the bill for the cost of
educating them. Of course, it was some-
what removed from reality, but not en-
tirely.

We argue that if the Government is
sincere in its reason for bringing this
piece of legislation to the Parliament it
will have no hesitation whatsoever In ac-
cepting this new clause, which is designed
to spell out in the clearest possible lan-
guage that If the parents of a physically
or intellectually disabled child are directed
by the Minister to send that child to a
special institution or school for the pur-
poses of education those parents will not
be required to finance that special educa-
tion. We are simply saying if the Minister
uses his power under the legislation to
direct the parents to send such a child to
a special school, the parents should not
have to foot the bill.

If the Government Is sincere it could not
possibly, with clear logic, oppose this pro-
posed new clause. I do not claim to have
originated the wording of the clause. The
idea and Principle are very near and dear
to the hearts of members on this side of
the Chamber but the precise wording of
it has been borrowed from legislation
passed in Victoria by the Minister's own
colleagues in that State, who actually
acknowledged publicly that If the Minis-
ter were to direct parents to send a dis-
abled child to a special school it was fair
enough to spell it out In legislative form
so that there could be no doubt in anyone's
mind that the parents were not required
actually to finance that education. I there-
fore have a great deal of pleasure in
commending the proposed new clause to
the Chamber.

Mr GRAYDEN: I will oppose the new
clause, mainly because I regard it as com-
pletely unnecessary. The fact that the
Victorian Parliament has Inserted such a
clause does not necessarily mean-

Mr Bryce: I agree-just because the
Victorians have done it does not mean we
should follow.

Mr 0 HAYDEN: But I go further than
that. The wording of the amendment Is
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such that I do not think the Chamber pay, but now he is saying this clause
could agree to it under any circumstances.
The relevant Portion reads-

.. shall not be required to contribute
to the cost of the special education or
the provision of those special services.

It logically follows from the wording that
if a person contributes by way of taxation
he has made a contribution, and because
of the wording alone we reject the pro-
posed new clause.

Firstly, the proposed new clause is
loosely worded and would include taxation,
and it would be impossible to have that
aspect included in an amendment; and
secondly, it is quite unnecessary.

Mr SKIDMORE: I rise to support the
amendment. It is incredible that the Min-
ister should say on looking at the pro-
posed new clause that it Includes taxation.

Mr Orayden: It does.
Mr SKIDMORE: I do not know whether

the Minister is trying to draw the usual
red herring across the trail. If he reads
the new clause he will observe that it
relates to new sections 20A and 20B. It
specifically says that the parents of a child
who is provided with special services in
accordance with sections 20A and 203
shall not be required to contribute to the
cost.

Mr Grayden: They could contribute by
taxation.

Mr SKIDMORE: They would not con-
tribute by taxation under new sections 20A
and 20B.

Mr Grayden: That is your Interpreta-
dion.

Mr SKIDMORE: That is what the pro-
posed new clause says. The Minister is
trying to avoid the issue. We agree section
20 should be repealed. Over the years slow
learner groups and so on have had to
suffer the indignity of raising their own
funds to educate the children. We are
now saying they will have to pay for the
children, whether or not they like it, and
notwithstanding that the Government has
repealed section 20. The Minister cannot
wriggle out of it. The proposed new clause
does what the member for Ascot says it
does; it provides a service to people who
have children affected in this way.

I remind the Minister that some people
in my electorate also suffer the calamity
of having handicapped children to look
after, and some of these parents may be
forced to take children away from the
Koongamla. School or other schools they
presently attend, at the wish of the Min-
ister who may order them to attend an-
other school. The parents will be expected
to suffer the cost of the transport involved.
The Minister is indicating that he has a
double standard, because he has already
said the Government believes in the prin-
ciple that the people should not have to

could be taken to include taxation. How
ludicrous! This shows the duplicity of the
Minister.

The clause is reasonable, good, and
just, because it does precisely what the
Government has said it would do. In all
the circumstances the costs involved
should be met by the Government, and
that is all the provision states. To argue
otherwise is to misrepresent completely
the argument of the member for Ascot.
The clause would provide relief to many
people who already are faced with tre-
mendous costs in respect of transport,
extra clothing for children who are in-
temperate in respect of their normal
bodily functions, and extra tuition to help
their children better to comprehend what
they learn at school. I support the new
clause.

Mr BRYCE: The member for Swan is
quite correct: the Minister is drawing a
long bow when he endeavours to use this
logic to escape from the reality of actually
giving families in this State who are sup-
porting these youngsters a legislative
guarantee that they will not be required
to pay for the special education which
may be necessary at the direction of the
Minister. That is the sort of cost we are
talking about. We are not talking about
the general financial contribution made
to education by way of taxation.

It is clearly spelt out that so far as new
sections 20A and 20B are concerned, if
the Minister uses his power to direct a
family to send a child to a special school.
that family would have a legislative guar-
antee that it will not have to pay for the
special education.

If the Government is not prepared to
accept a provision in this form to spell
out this principle, then I sound the warn-
ing that the Government Is clearly de-
monstrating to these families that it is
not Prepared to go that far. I suggest the
Government is providing for itself an
alibi so that if subsequently it decides to
impose costs, charges, or fees it will not
be embarrassed into coming to this place
to amend this legislation.

If the Government is fully comitted
to the principle that families directed by
the Minister to send their youngsters to
a special school should not have to pay
for that form of education, it would not
object to this new clause.

When I suggested to the Minister that
the precise wording was borrowed from
his own colleagues in another Parliament.
I was not suggesting there is anything
pontifical about the wording, but simply
suggesting that there should be no ideo-
logical barrier on the part of members
opposite in respect of this principle. I
believe there should be no objection to It
from any political party in this State or
in this country.

Mr Grayden: It is not a matter of ob-
jecting to it, it is simply quite unnecessary.
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Mr BRYCE: By that interjection the
Minister indicates he has failed to grasp
the matters which have gravely concerned
parents who have been involved in this
struggle for the last few years. They
have campaigned and drawn this matter
to the attention of all members of this
Chamber: that there is a principle in the
Act which is unfair and unacceptable;
that If a family Is unlucky enough to have
a child with this handicap, it has to
accept the responsibility of providing edu-
cation for that child.

If the Government accepts the chal-
lenge which has been put to it, it will
now spell out in clear terms that no fin-
ancial responsiblity will be placed upon
the parents of those youngsters. If the
Minister feels the wording of the new
clause is imperfect and that the Victorian
legislation Is not good enough for us, he
should report progress and see that the
principle is accepted in some other form.
Believe me, it does mean a great deal to
the parents who have been involved In
the struggle to have this principle
acknowledged by the Government.

I conclude by reiterating the warning
that if the Goverrnent does not write
this principle into the Act there is no
guarantee whatsoever that fees and
charges In some form will not be imposed
on the parents of these children at some
future time.

Mr SXIDMORE: I again appeal to the
Minister on the ground of some of the
amendments which have been Passed to-
night, because they clearly Indicate it Is
the intention of the Minister to allow to
parents the right of appeal against
decisions he may make. Parents may ap-
peal against an order made by the Min-
ister.

Mr Grayden: That is implicit in it.

Mr SKIDMORE: In or out, the principle
remains the same. The point is that an
appeal may be made, and if the appeal is
not upheld the child will have to go to a
specia school, and the wishes of the par-
ent would be overridden. We have agreed
to a further overriding provision to allow
the parent then the right to appeal to the
Children's Court. Surely having given to
the parent those rights of appeal against
the Minister's decision, if the ultimate
appeal to the Children's Court is lost the
Minister should not say, "Now you are
going to have to pay." That Is a nice sort
of bush justice!

A parent who honestly and sincerely be-
lieves the best interests of his or her child
would be served by the child remaining at
the local school under the guidance of
sympathetic teachers and with the friend-
ship of children who have come to accept
the affliction of the child, may be told
by the Minister, "Notwithstanding all that.
and having exhausted all your rights of
appeal, You will now have to pay the bill."

If that is, not a classic example of bush-
ranging against parents who in the main
are unable to bear the costs involved, I
do not know what is.

Let us put politics aside, and consider
the value of what is proposed for these
parents. Does not the Minister think com-
passion should be shown? Is not educa-
tion all about compassion? is It not a
matter of understanding social standards?
Is it not a matter of understanding and
compassion?

If parents cannot meet the costs in-
volved, will the Minister say they can-
not take their children to the local school?
Is this a means of education or a means
of persecution? I believe this measure is
a means of persecution of these parents
inasmuch as the Government is saying,
"You are a special case and because you
have a child who is mentally or physically
deficient, you will have to pay twice as
compared with other parents. You will
have to pay through taxation, and on top
of that you will have to pay for special
education if the Minister decides that is
necessary for your child."

Mr Grayden: That is not so.
Mr SKIDMORE: That is precisely what

it Is saying; there is no question about
that. The Minister, in fairness, should ac-
cept the clause which is built around com-
passion and the provision of education to
children who badly need it. Surely It is
not untenable for legislators to put aside
politics and accept a provision that will
assist many hundreds of parents in West-
ern Australia. On that ground alone the
Minister should reconsider his stance, and
support the new clause.

New clause put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T1. J. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr H. D. Evans
Mr T. 0), Evans
Mr Pletcher

Sir Charies Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyns
Mrs Craig
Mr Orayden
Mr Cirewer
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Laurence
Mr MoPhiarlin
Mr Mensaxos
Mr Nanovich
Mr O'Connor

Ayes
Mr Mailer
Mr Taylor
Mr Barnett
Mr J. T. Tonkia

Ayes 17
Mr Harman
Mr Rartrey
Mdr Jamieson

Mr T1. H. Jones
Mr Mclver
Mr Skidmore
Mr A. R. Toankin
Mr Bateman

(Teller.

Noes-23
Mr Old
Mr Ridge
Mr Rlushton
Mr Shalders
Mr Sibson
Mr Sodeman
Mr Stephens

Mr Thompson
Mr Tabby
Mr Watt
Mr Giarko

Pairs
Noes

Mr 0ONel
Or fladour
Mr Bilkie
Mr Young

(Telierj

New clause thus negatived.
Title put and passed.
Bill reported with an amendment.
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ARTIFICIAL BREEDING OF STOCK
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 21st Septem-

ber.
MR H. D. EVANS (Warren-Deputy

Leader of the Opposition) [9.18 p.m.]:
I suppose the full significance of this Bill
will continue to be obscured until the reg-
ulations are promulgated and the details
of the required standards and other sig-
nificant information are known. An ex-
ample of this is new section 5B which
introduces the licensing of premises. While
these provisions are not spelt cut, it is
obvious that the regulations will be
awaited with same interest. Until that time
we will not be able to make a full assess-
ment of what Is required or what the true
situation will be.

This Is probably the only way In which
a measure of this sort can be handled. The
Minister concluded his Introductory speech
by saying that it Is virtually a framework
around which the Organisation of artificial
breeding In this State can be carried out.
It is probably a reasonable approach and
nobody can gainsay it until such time as
we have access to the regulations, The
Minister may be prepared to give L-,n In-
dication of what the regulations may con-
tain or he may have to speculate at this
Juncture.

Licensing, inspection and penalties are
Indicated In the Bill and one thing that
cannot be denied Is that this Bill has
teeth. A fine of $2 000 is indicative, I think,
of the seriousness Into which some of the
manifestations and ramifications of the in-
dustry could eventually resolve. When we
talk about the cattle Industry in Western
Australia we are considering a consider-
able amount of finance;, it Is a multi-mil-
lion dollar Industry. Therefore, neither the
Government nor anybody else can be
criticised for being overcautious in this
regard.

We are still a lucky country as far as
animal diseases are concerned. How long
this position can be maintained is Pure
speculation.

The Artificial Breeding Board came Into
existence and took over operations from
the Department of Agriculture In 1966. At
that stage the interest and the operation
were largely connected with the dairy in-
dustry. In his introductory speech the
Minister said that 14 per cent of dairy
cows in the year 1966 were involved, which
is approximately 17 000 animals-

The operation was conducted from the
Wokalup Research Station and it resulted
in probably the most effective and econ-
omic way of improving the generic abilities
of the dairy herds in this State. The In-
troduction of sires into any flock manage-
ment is, I suppose, the most Inexpensive
way to obtain results as long as the selec-
tion of sires is done with scientific detail.

The degree of success which the board
was able to achieve was fairly consider-
able, but the decline of the dairy industry
to some extent and the Increase of interest
in the beef Industry changed the emphasis
of the operations of the Artificial Breed-
Ing Board. This meant that the Increased
costs that inevitably arose from a down-
turn in demand and which were placed on
the board finally resulted In its abolition;
and the bull centre at Wokalup was ultim-
ately disbanded.

As can be appreciated, the difficulties
revolved around the distances that the
operators had to travel, This also involved
the problem of ensuring that semen
arrived in top condition. The spread of
the cattle population over the south-west
probably had a combining effect on the
problems associated with distance, as also
did the difficulty in obtaining trained
operators.

The budget upon which the board oper-
ated was by no means generous or
extravagant and It was only af ter many
years that It was able to move finally Into
adequate buildings which were more in
keeping with Its operation and the scien-
tific needs upon which it is dependent,
Reference should be made to Mr Lefroy,
the chairman of the board over a period
of time, upon whom much of the In-
itiating work and successes devolved.

The initial operation and its subsequent
modifications fell back on Mr Lefroy for
ultimate guidance and decision. I am not
neglecting to mention the role Played by
the staff of the Department of Agriculture,
but his achievement did a considerable
amount of good to the industry in Western
Australia.

The problems that are foreseen in this
legislation probably have an analogy Or
their origins in the Eastern States. When
the price of beef rose and more and more
producers went into the production of beef
animals there was almost a mushrooming
of importers of semen to the Eastern States
from various other countries, where regu-
lations permitted. The regard which was
placed on particular sires was based in
many cases upon the status in the register
of bulls that was available. If an animal
has a good show record it does not neces-
sarily follow that its qualities will be
transmitted to Progeny. While a selec-
tion from registers can be made, there
is no guarantee that the desirable features
will be Passed on. It is only by Progeny
testing that this can be achieved. Many
producers in the Eastern States received a
degree of disappointment because progeny
testing, when it was available to them,
finally showed that the animals about
which they had such high hopes and which
they had selected as aires for their flock
improvement did not turn out as they
would have liked.

I am curious to know whether the pro-
posed regulations under this Bill will mean
a specific requirement for progeny testing
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or whether it will come back to the judg-
ment of the breeder himself. I notice that
in clause 10 it is indicated that progeny
testing will be mandatory as part of the
criteria upon which a producer will base
his ultimate selection.

It Is to be hoped that the problem that
was faced in the Eastern States can be
avoided in some way. it Is rather difficult
to see how it will be avoided. Perhaps the
Minister will indicate whether be has fore-
seen something of this kind or whether
this Is a measure to obviate its occurrence
in Western Australia.

While on this tack, I point out that no
reference was made to the number of pri-
vate artificial breeding premises operating
in Western Australia. I understand from
the Minister's notes and from the Bill that
the operations of Individuals with their
own herds will be safeguarded and that
existing companies or individuals operating
In the artificial breeding area at this time
will automatically be registered. So there
Is no concern in that regard that some-
body can be disadvantaged.

I was wandering how many Independent
operators we have at the present time
and what was the structure of the arti-
ficial breeding industry in Western Aus-
tralia. They would be points of interest
and would give perspective to the measure
before us.

The Bill itself is interesting and is, to
some extent, administrative. That is prob-
ably not the correct word. The Bill up-
dates the legislation and makes allowance
for new technologies. That perhaps is its
)purpose: that is, to update and modernise
the provisions of the legislation to Include
the progress made in methodology and
technology.

The significance of the definitions is
readily recognisable when we realise that
they extend over about as many lines as
were necessary for the original legislation.
Obviously legal difficulties have been fore-
seen and are reflected in the definitions.
I am not aware of any legal technicalities
which have arisen, but the Bill establishes
a fuller definition of artificial insemuina-
tion and artificial breeding and this sug-
gests that problems may have arisen
which prompted the Department of Agri-
culture to consult the Crown Law Depart-
ment to ensure that the position is clani-
fled beyond any doubt. That is purely an
assumption, but it is a natural one and Is
probably correct. The Minister may have
some corrective comment to make if that
is not so.

The updating of the legislation is re-
flected also in the penalties which are to
be imposed in the event of the provisions
of the legislation being transgressed and
these penalties are fairly well In tune with
present-day circumstances. However, the
succinct point Is that the operation of the
legislation will rest ultimately upon the
regulations to be promulgated.

As the Bill to some extent protects in-
dividual growers and companies--although
the degree of protection is not clear-
there can be no cavilling about it and It
merits the support of the House. If
anomalies arise as a result of the regula-
tions or the operation of the legislation,
that will be the time to bring the legisla-
tion before the House again and examine
what needs to be done to rectify any un-
foreseen situation which might arise.

Apart from hoping that the Minister is
able to expand on the several points to
which I have referred, I support the
measure.

MR OLD (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) [9.34 p.m.]: I thank the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition for his
remarks on, and general support of. the
Bill. His observation that the regulations
will comprise the main part of the legis-
lation. is quite correct. The amendment
gives wider scope and provides the
vehicle by which the regulations may be
promulgated. However, I can assure the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition that it is
not the intention of the Government to
inhibit In any way the activities of those
currently engaged in artificial breeding or
the activities of the herdsman inseminator
or the owner inseminator.

Mr H. D. Evans: Do, you have any idea
of the number of private operators at the
moment?

Mr OLD: I am afraid not. There are
probably three or four. There Is one at
Busselton, one at Byford, one in the south.
and also another at North Dandalup, but
the last is purely a one-bull show and a
special licence is involved. Actually, as
yet no drAfllclass licence has been Issued.
However, the board Is fulfilling Its
function.

As the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
observed, the board grew up from a col-
lector of semen and an artificial In-
semninator of the collected semen and it
was only after the introduction of the
technique of freezing that the bull
collection centre at Wokalup was dis-
banded. I agree that the board has. In
fact, fulfilled a very necessary function
especially within the dairying industry.
However, at present there appear to be
signs which would indicate that the use
of artificial breeding Is on the decline and
that many herdsmen are going back to the
purchase of bulls. This would be a natural
consequence from a purely economic Point
of view and it will be Interesting to watch
the trend to ascertain whether the dairy-
lng Industry returns to AI In the manner
In which it has been usiur Rit n the pest.

Thp. main puroose of the Bill is to pro-
vide for the licensing of operators or
Inseminators In conjunction with the
licensing of prelmises which is covered
linder the Act. The penalties applicable to
the unauthorised use of premises will apply
to the unauthorised operator.
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Those people who are currently carrying
out AI on a broad basis and are employed
by a licensed company will be licensed as
authorised inseminators. Herdsmen insem-
inators who may be operating outside their
own herds or their employers' herds will
qualify for a qualified inseminator's licence
provided they are satisfactory inseminators.
It will not be necessary for people to come
to Perth for a trade test because the Chief
Veterinary Officer will inquire of the near-
est veterinary officer as to the capabilities
of the person applying and according to the
information obtained a licence will or will
not be granted. Provision Is made In the
Bill for a licence to be rescinded if sub-
sequently an operator is found to be un-
satisfactory. There is also provision for
the variation of a licence and this would
apply to multiple licences under which a
person would have a licence for the insem-
ination of various animals.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
mentioned the transmission of animal
diseases. The Bill gives the Chief Veterin-
ary Officer the right to inspect and con-
fiscate any semen which has come from a
suspect source. Already in Western Aus-
tralia it has been necessary to ban the
importation of semen from one bull be-
cause of the genetic faults being trans-
mitted.

A question was asked regarding progeny
testing and proven bulls. To my know-
ledge there are no proven bulls in Western
Australia, but if it were the desire of a
breeder to apply to have a bull declared a
Proven bull, then, with the co-operation of
the breed society, the department would
carry out progeny testing over a period of
time and after a certain number of in-
seminations it would be able to assess the
ability of that bull to reproduce. If the
necessary tests proved successful that bull
would be recognised as a proven bull. So the
opportunity is available, but the co-opera-
tion of the breed society concerned would
be obtained.

The definition of "artificial breedig"
has been altered and, of course, will in-
elude ovum transplants. This is something
which was not practised very widely in
Western Australia in the past, but is now a
thriving industry at Broomehill where a
Queensland firm has purchased a large
Property, Woodyarrup, and set up a very
efficient. organisation. At this very moment
that firm is engaged in ovum transplants.
They will take place three or four times a
year. The company has flown in veterin-
arians from New Zealand to do the job.
which does appear strange as there are
veterinarians in Western Australia who
I believe are quite capable of carrying out
the operation.

Ovum transplants are something new
within the cattle Industry in Western Aus-
tralia and need some regulation and
protection, That was one of the reasons for
the introduction of this Bill-the necessity

to set some standards for the operations
of those people who are offering their
services outside of their own herds.

In no way will any inhibition be placed
on those who wish to practise artificial in-
semination within their own herds. Quite a
number of people have attended the courses
conducted at Muresk. I think the course is
still available, but for some time it proved
to be very popular with those involved in
the beef industry.

In conclusion, I reiterate the appreci-
ation by the Government of the efforts of
the Artificial Breeding Board. The Deputy
Leader of the opposition mentioned Mr
lefroy. who has taken a very keen interest
in the operations of the board. The board
has operated in a most efficient manner
and I support the remarks of the Deputy
Leader of the opposition that Mr Lefroy
has given much to the industry. What
started as a small Industry has grown into
something rather large, and that growth is
due mainly to the enthusiasm of Mr Lefroy
and his staff. With those words, I comn-
mend the Bill to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

As to Third Reading
MR OLD i(Katanning-Minister for

Agriculture) [9.43 p.mi.l: I move-
That leave be granted to proceed

forthwith to the third reading.
Question put and passed: leave granted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr Old (Minister for Agriculture), and
transmitted to the Council.

JOONDALUl' CENTRE BILL
Message: Appropriations

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriations for
the purposes of the Bill.

COUNTRY AREAS WATER SUPPLY
ACT AMENDMENT BIELL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 23rd Sep-

tember.
MR McIVER (Avon) [9.45 p.m.]: The

purpose of this Bill is to amend the
Country Areas Water Supply Act, 1947-
1974, to permit control to be exercised
over the clearing of land within the Wel-
lington Dam catchment area. I will not
have to elaborate greatly for members to
appreciate the Importance of this measure.

At the outset, I want to say the Gov-
ernment has been remiss in taking so
long to bring forward this legislation. For
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many years, the Government has been
aware of the problems associated with the
Wellington Dam catchment area.

Mrs Craig: You were not aware of those
problems when you were in Government?

Mr MeoWER: Most certainly we were
aware of the problems but we did not
have an opportunity to do anything about
them because of the situation which exists
in another place. It was a case of politics,
and when the member opposite has had a
little more experience in this place she
will know that what I am saying is
factual.

Mr Nanovich: You are wrong.
Mr MOWVER: It is rather unfortunate

that our newer members tend to rush in
where angels fear to tread and, as a re-
sult, usually get their fingers burnt.

Mr Ulartrey: Or their wings singed!
Mr McoWER: I am not conversant with

the catchmnent area in the proximity of
the Wellington Dam, but I do have a great
knowledge of the Avon River and the sur-
rounding region and of what occurred
there. I repeat: what the Government now
intends to do should have been done years
ago. The Present Government was in office
for a period of 12 years, it was out for three
Years, and now it is back for a further
period of three years. Control should have
been exercised over the clearing of land
within the Wellington Dam catchment area
a long time ago. It should not have been
left until now. There is an old saying
along the lines that one cannot close the
gate after the horse has bolted.

Mr Sodeman: If you do, the horse can-
not get back In.

Mr McIVER: We are all aware of what
will happen if stringent controls are not
placed on the clearing of land in proxim-
ity to the Wellington Dam. In many
areas where there has been no control
the watercourses have turned to salt. Fre-
quently that has been the result of
greed on the part of those involved
in agriculture. They have cleared every
square metre of their property in an
attempt to get the last cent out of
the ground they hold. No restriction has
been placed on those people and the
result is that many watercourses, right
throughout Western Australia, have
turned to salt.

I am delighted to note that legislation
to control clearing is now before us. The
Government has suddenly realised it has
to do something in order to preserve one
of the most important reservoirs in our
south-west.

At Northam in my electorate there was
a mile and a half stretch of the Avon
River which was known as Burlong Pool.
It was used f or recreation by the thous-
ands of troops who passed through the
Northam camp during the war years. and
at that time It was over 40 feet deep at

its deepest part. I have previously men-
tioned in this House two occasions when
soldiers tried to dive to the bdttomn of the
pool and unfortunately cramp set In and
they drowned. A very close school friend of
mine whose father was the Manager of
the Bank of New South Wales at Northam
was another victim of Burlong Pool. I
refer to the late Alec McLeod who was a
great athlete in the district and who in
the year he was drowned had been junior
champion in athletics at the Northam
High School.

Today, instead of being 40 feet deep.
Burlong Pool is just a sand heap; there
is nio longer any water In that area. Where
there used to be a wide stretch of water
for nearly two miles, there is now nothing
but sand. I mention this to try to im-
press upon members of the Chamber what
can happen If we do not retard the clear-
ing of trees and shrubs near our water-
courses. Unfortunately, there wgs a lack
of foresight when the respective shires
in the Avon district planned the develop-
ment and clearing of the Avon River. At
that time in the late 1950s there 'was tre-
mendous flooding in Beverley. York, Nor-
tham, and Toodyay. Of course, the shires
wanted to prevent future flooding at any
cost, and that cost was very high. So
instead of having a wonderful expanse
of water which I would say without hesi-
tation was the area's greatest asset, all we
have now is sand.

I would say it is only a matter of a few
years before that silt and sand go right
down the Avon River to the boundary of
the town of Northam; and furthermore,
in time it will extend to 'roodyay. It could
therefore be said that through lack of
foresight we have destroyed one of the
great rivers in Western Australia-and
what we lack in Western Australia Is
rivers with their potential.

The B3i therefore has merit, although
perhaps it has been Introduced a little
late. We all know in the last few years
the Forests Department and the Country
Water Supply Department have been very
concerned about salinity and have pur-
chased land in the vicinity of Wellington
Dam in a belated effort to avoid what has
happened with the Avon River and, ac-
cording to the Minister's second reading
speech, the Prankland River and other
rivers in the State. So I tmust the Govern-
ment will make every effort to ensure
that one of the main catchment areas in
Western Australia is preserved.

I do not think there is any need for me
to elaborate further on the legislation. I
have mentioned the situation In the Avon
electorate, which I have the Privilege of
representing, but I have visited the Well-
ington electorate on many occasions and
I have discussed the matter with the
member for Collie who shares my concern
and who no doubt will have a few words
to say about the Bill. There Is no need
to delay the legislation.
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I strongly conderm the Government be-
cause it has taken so many years to be-
come aware of the situation. No doubt it
was under Pressure from agricultural
people in the area who perhaps thought If
they farmed the last centimetre of land
they would become more viable. But we
must look at the matter in the long term
and be more stringent about allowing land
In close proximity to our main water re-
sources to be opened up for agricultural
purposes. I sincerely trust the Govern-
ment will take some notice of the views
I have expressed here tonight on behalf
of the Opposition.

We have no real opposition to the Bill,
and with those remarks I support the leg-
islation.

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [9.57 p.m.]:
I would like to make a contribution to the
debate on the Bill. Without criticising any
Government, the question I pose is: Why
has it taken so long for such a move to be
made? This Is what is exercising my mind.

I notice from the Minister's second
reading speech that salinity tests have been
conducted on the Wellington Darn since
1941 and they clearly Indicate that salinity
has been increasing over the years. I am
concerned that It has taken so long for this
matter to reach the Parliament. I am not
reflecting on any Government. The CSIRO
has been conducting tests on the Welling-
ton Dam catchment area for some years,
and I wonder why this legislation has riot
been presented earlier.

I share the concern of the member for
Avon about the salinity content in the
area specified In the Bill. Anyone with any
knowledge of the Wellington Dam catch-
ment area will be aware of the increasing
salinity in the McAllnden, Darkan, and
Bowelling areas. The reports which have
been tabled from time to time Indicate
that the salinity content in the catchment
area of the dam has been increasing.

The salinity affects not only people In
the great southern area and those relying
on the Wellington Dam for water: If It
increases It will also have a big impact on
the Irrigation districts around Brunswick
and other areas which rely heavily on the
Wellington Dam for irrigation of pastures.

The Bill provides that there shall be a
moratorium on clearing in the area. No
more farms may be opened up unless a
licence is obtained from the Public Works
Department. I hope this provision will be
successful in reducing the salt content of
the Wellington Dam. Irrespective of our
politics, we must all be concerned about
the situation, when so many areas in the
great southern and around Collie and
Brunswick rely on this catchment area for
water. I think there is a lesson to be
learnt. The Government of the day must
take heed of what has happened to the
Wellington Dam and not let It happen
anywhere else.

Without being critical of any particular
section, we have evidence that the salinity
content has increased gradually to such an
extent that it is now necessary to take the
positive steps we are presently debating in
this House. I only hope the lesson we have
learnt on this occasion will teach us not
to allow other dams to get to such a stage
before Positive action is taken.

I hope the csnto will continue to carry
out investigations as it has done for some
years in the catchment areas of the Wel-
lington Dam, and I hope that the action
we are taking will solve the problem, of
course, it is arguable that it will do so,
and in the long term it may even be
necessary for the Government to resume
land so that the salinity in the area de-
fined will be reduced.

I would like to support the measure,
although I wonder why this action was
not taken previously in view of the know-
ledge of the conditions, and the increase
in the salinity content of the Wellington
Dam.

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [10.01 p.m.]: At
a dinner some time ago I beard the
Premier refer to the magnificent progress
that had been made in the south-west
without in any way damaging the environ-
ment, and what a tribute this was to our
pioneering forebears. Only propriety at
the time precluded me from referring to
some of his utterances because obviously he
bad not given the slightest consideration
to the fact that the group settlement
scheme had butchered, razed, and burnt.
some $100 million-worth of timber, and
how much timber the old timber hewers
destroyed is anybody's guess!

We see, too, the way in which the clear-
ing for farmland has affected salinity in
rivers of the south-west, especially the
Blackwood River and the upper reaches of
the Murray River and the Williams River. It
appears that if there are to be any further
catchment areas there, a dam will be nec-
essary at the junction of these two rivers
to prevent the saline water flowing down
to any storage dam to be constructed on
the lower reaches. There is a site on the
Murray River but only water which comes
through the forest areas could be con-
sidered suitable for use in Perth. Water
from farm areas would have to be held
back. I just make that observation because
it is a fairly relevant one.

In the early days of the Mundaring Weir
the engineers had the very bright thought
that if the surrounding areas were cleared.
the runoff would be increased giving
greater water storage and by this means
the supply available to the eastern gold-
fields would be increased. The land was
cleared, but the salinity Revel rose so
alarmingly that pine trees were Planted
immediately. That Is the story of the
pine-forested area surrounding the Mun-
daring Weir. It is fundamental, of course.
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to ensure that the Purity of water is
maintained, and ultimately the availability
of water will be the deciding factor in the
development of Western Australia. Water
is such a precious commodity that it must
be regarded in that way.

The Wellington Dam has been a source
of concern over a period of time, but
while we had reasonably wet winters the
salinity level was kept In check. I recall
that the member for Wellington asked
many questions about the salinity of the
dam and it appears that following a dry
season, such as this one appears to be,
the level of salinity In the water made
available to Irrigation areas will affect the
Pastures to such an extent that they could
he virtually prevented from being an ef-
fective source of fodder. That is the de-
gree to which the problem has become
manlifest.

Only about 3J weeks ago an attempt was
made to remove the more saline layers
from the dam to give the finishing rains
of winter a chance to replenish the supply
in the dam with a much lower level of
salt. The problem is not an easy one-in
fact, it is quite complex. I am pleased
Personally to see that the Government has
taken action In this regard. Action had
to be taken, and indeed, it may have been
left for too long. At least a start has been
made, although I have several queries
about the measure we are debating.

As I understand it, the remaining catch-
ment area is still fairly considerable. In
1960 the cleared area had increased to
approximately 9 per cent of the catchment,
although approximately 35 per cent of it
had been alienated. At the present time
approximately 25 per cent of the catch-
ment has been cleared and this leaves
approximately 70 000 acres of alienated
land of the catchment area uncleared. The
provision for the obtaining of a licence
before further clearing Is carried out is
perhaps the only way to achieve control
over the situation, but does the Govern-
ment propose to allow any clearing at all?
If so, how much does It propose to allow,
and how much can it allow to be cleared
without causing irreparable damage? Is it
a fact that at the moment It may be
desirable to reforest some of these areas?
These details were not provided in the
Minister's second reading speech, and I
believe it is on such matters that the whole
question revolves. Is it the intention of
the Government to decide to what extent
further clearing is permitted? These are
the questions that need to be answered
here tonight so that we know the precise
situation.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) [10.08 pm.): In replying on
behalf of the Minister for Water Supplies,
I want to thank members for their sup-
port of the Bill. It is Indeed a step forward
when a Bill of this kind receives such
universal support because my guess is that

had such a measure been introduced 20
years ago or even 10 years ago there would
have been intense lobbying about It. How-
ever, my understanding on this occasion
Is that the measure has been accepted as
a desirable one and that good sense has
prevailed. Those who might have had
strong opposition to such legislation a few
years ago would be in the minority today,
and now they would be very reluctant to
make their views known. In fact, if they
did put their views forward, they would not
get very much support either from members
in this place or from the general Public. I
believe it Is a sign. of progress that people
are now commencing to understand that
we must look further ahead than just
today when we are considering the
environment and such things as salinity.

Of course there are many theories about
salinity and we could argue about It until
doomsday without obtaining a conclusive
result. The only satisfying move is for the
Government and the departments of the
day to take action to try to arrest what
has happened, and hopefully, to reverse
the procedure.

I know that my colleague, the Minister
for Water Supplies, is determined to face
up to this Problem, not only in the case
under discussion but in other cases also.
It Is to his credit that he saw fit to Intro-
duce such a Bill when many Ministers
would have been very reluctant to do so in
view of previous attitudes to such legisla-
tion. It does not seem very long ago that
pressures were put on members of Parlia-
ment on both sides of the House to obtain
permission not only to clear more land but
also to release more land for agriculture
in the Wellington catchmnent area.

It Is to the credit of all Governments in
the interim Period that they have not been
Prepared to go along with that policy.

The member for Avon related to us his
experience in respect of the Avon Valley.
and I will ensure that the attention of
my colleague is drawn to his comments.
because it is pertinent and appropriate
that the Minister should look at the com-
ments based on the member's Practical
experience and concern not only for the
past, but also for the future.

With regard to the matter of the delay
which was raised by three speakers, I can
give no answer other than the one I have
just given, because there has been a suc-
cession of Governments which have al
been aware of the problem and the fact
that It is gradually being aggravated.

Mr H. D2. Evans: It Is only in the last
couple of Years that the results of the
analyses have been so serious.

Sir CHJARLES COURT: That is so, but
on the other hand the threat has been
there and People have spoken of this for
as long as I can remember. It fell to the
lot of the present Minister to take action,
and I commend him for it. He brought
the Bill to Cabinet, took it to the
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parties, and then brought it to this
Chamber. I believe the manner in which
the Minister has tackled the problem and
the educational programme that Is being
carried out will produce results not only
in respect of the Wellington scheme but
also in respect of other areas, because
this may be the forerunner of other pro-
jects; and this technique may be the one
that will have to be adopted to try to
win Public support and interest.

So far as the last matter raised by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition is con-
cerned, my understanding is that it IS
clearly covered In the legislation; that Is,
one must obtain a permit or licence to do
any clearing. it is at that point that the
authorities will make their decisions based
on expert advice at the time as to whether
It Is desirable to clear further land. I
think the procedures have been spelt out
clearly.

Mr H. D. Evans: The- procedures are, but
will any further clearing be permitted?

Sir CHALES COURT: At this stage I
would not say "Yes" or "No" because it Is
of no use having legislative authority of
this kind if we are going to say, "No
clearing," There could be situations-and
I can think of a number of properties
down there-where clearing would not be
disadvantageous if carried out tinder cer-
tain conditions set out In a permit, while
on another property no clearing at all
should be permitted. I think the legisla-
tion covers this situation, both where a
permit is granted wider certain condi-
tions and where there Is a complete rejec-
tion. in fact, it is the latter question
which caused the most consternation.
However, the matter has been faced up to
and accepted, and I believe It should be
Incorporated in the legislation, as has been
done.

I cannot with any responsibility say to
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition that
no clearing will be undertaken; nor do
I think be would expect me to say that.
However, I believe the authorities are so
concerned with this Matter that a person
will have to put up a very good story to
obtain a permit, and then It will be
granted only wider conditions that will
ensure as far as is humanly possible that
no further salinity problems will be
created.

I thank members for their support of
the Bill. I assume that when they criti-
cised the delay In bringing forward the
measure they were not criticising any par-
ticular Administration, but all those which
have failed to face up to this situation In
the past.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

fi committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) In the Chair: Sir Charles Court
(Premier) In charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6 put and passed.
Clause 7: Section 12A added-
Mr MCPHLARLIN: Unfortunately I was

called away to the telephone and could
not speak in the second reading debate.
This clause refers to the control of catch-
ment areas, and in particular to the
catchment area of the Wellington Darn.
I would like to suggest that research should
be carried out into developing some type
of vegetation to be planted to replace
timber that may be cleared so that the
farmer may not be faced with the possi-
bility of his farm becoming a nonviable
unit.

Perhaps there Is some vegetation that
could be cultivated as stock feed to allow
the farmer to maintain production and at
the same time assist with the control of
the salinity of the water that runs off his
land. This is an area in which a great deal
of research should be done.

This matter of clearing control brings
with it the vexed question of compensation.
If greater examination is made of the culti-
vation of some type of vegetation to replace
timber, the need for compensation may be
obviated. I know research is continuing in
many directions to try to obviate the prob-
lems of salinity, and the matter to which
I have referred was brought up at a
seminar held at the Cottesloe Civic Centre
on the 24th September.

I feel the matter is worthy of further
investigation by scientists, perhaps with
Government support, to see whether It Is
possible to cultivate some type of vege-
tation which would not detract from the
viability of the farm, and which would
not be affected by any rigid controls that
may be imposed.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I think the
points to which the member for Mt. Mar-
shall has referred are well covered in the
legislation. I know when the Minister for
Water Supplies brought the matter to my
notice originally, and subsequently when
he brought it to Cabinet, these Issues were
very much under discussion. In his speech
the Minister placed emphasis on the ques-
tion of research.

I refer particularly to page 2717 of
Hansard for Thursday, the 23rd Septem-
ber, where the Minister referred to the
studies carried out by the Public Works
Department, the 'University of Western
Australia, and the CSIRO into this matter.
Also on the same page reference was made
to the matter of compensation.

Where clearing cannot be satisfactorily
undertaken, there is provision for the Gov-
ernment to acquire land. In other words,
We Would not leave a person with an un-
economic proposition. This was a delicate
area to canvass at that time because,
naturally, the Treasury Was a little con-
cerned about our being left facing a bot-
tonmless pit if suddenly action of a severe
nature were taken which resulted in a
tremendous number of compensation
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claims. They are satisfied and the Minister
and the Government are satisfied that the
provisions in the legislation not only are
fair and equitable to owners but also do
not expose the Government to any un-
manageable compensation risks.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 8 to 12 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

As to Third Reading
SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-

Premier) [10.21 p.m.]: I move-
That leave be granted to proceed

forthwith to the third reading.
Question Put and passed; leave granted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by air

Charles Court (Premier), and transmitted
to the Council.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 5)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 23rd Septem-

ber.
BIR B. T. BURKE (Balga) [10.22 p.m.]:.

It is not the Opposition's intention to delay
the House for a great length of time in
discussion on this amending Bill. Each
Year it is common for an omnibus Bill
such as this to be introduced to bring up
to date the Local Government Act, and
the result of the endeavours of different
Parliaments throughout the years has
been that this Act has grown to perhaps
the weightiest volume at present in the
Parliamentary Library. There are really
only orn or two matters of outstanding
interest in the Bill; the other areas that
probably will attract most interest are
areas of omission. It is my intention to
touch briefly on one or two of those areas
of omission prior to dealing with those
issues raised in the Bill which we think
are of more than passing importance.

We would have liked to see the Govern-
ment touch upon the question of port-
ability of long service leave for local gov-
ernment officers. This was something the
Minister on numerous occasions said was
under study by the Government. It appears
that study either is Incomplete at this
stage or has not borne fruit. This is one
area we would have liked to see figuring
in this legislation.

Another area we would have liked to see
present in the Bill is the one covering the
question of the franchise at local govern-
ment elections. The Opposition's attitude
towards this question is quite clear. We
believe there are numerous areas in which
some improvement in the present position

could be effected. It is disappointing to see
the Government has not seen fit to make
these improvements or even attempt to
make them at this time.

Moving on to the legislation itself, the
Minister in his second reading speech said
there were some areas in which entirely
new principles were introduced. Perhaps
that is true. Probably, one of the areas to
which the Minister was referring was the
sanctions being applied against council
officers seeking outside employment. As the
Minister said In his second reading speech,
the situation which this Bill designs to
create is similar to that which affects
public servants. However, there Is one quite
startling difference which I wish to point
out to the Minister and upon which I seek
his assurance that some further investi-
gation will be undertaken.

As the Minister pointed out in his second
reading speech, it is necessary for public
servants to seek the Governor's approval
if they are to be permitted to engage in
a second field of employment or to become
involved in business. This seems to me to
be quite acceptable; it ensures that the
guidelines laid down covering officers in-
volved in a second activity will be stand-
ard guidelines and will be enforced in
some common form.

However, the legislation which will cover
local government officers does not confer
the same benefit, because this legislation
will result in individual councils being put
in a position of approving or disapproving
all applications by officers to engage in
second activities, whether they be other
forms of employment or forms of private
business.

It would seem to the Opposition that this
practice inevitably will result in a variety
of attitudes being adopted by councils and
a variety of practices confronting em-
ployees who seek to indulge in second
activities. It would seem to the Opposition
much more sensible either to lay down
precise guidelines covering the activities
in which officers can involve themselves
or to have those officers make application
to a common authority for approval to
indulge in second activities.

While the Governor, through his Min-
isters. certainly can achieve this result as
far as public servants are concerned, indi-
vidual councils are unlikely-not acting in
unison-to produce anything like common
guidelines or anything like the security or
the expectation of security that council
officers want.

Among the other Provisions of the legis-
lation with which the Opposition agrees
is the one covering the appointment of un-
qualified People to positions recognised
under the Local Government Act. Cer-
tainly, as the Minister pointed out, It is
true that the appointment of unqualified
people could act as a disincentive to those
officers who spend many years studying
to obtain the qualifications necessary to
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gain promotion within their local auth-
ority. At the same time, however. the
Opposition is of the opinion that the Min-
ister should always be aware of the Pos-
sibility of better people who are unqualified
being available to assume certain positions.
We are in agreement with the proposition
that if they are better People and If they
are unqualified there should be provision
for a period of probation during which
they may gain the qualifications necessary
under the Act.

It also probably is true that the advent
of unqualified people to these sorts of
positions at least has prevented local
authorities becoming too inbred, Insulated
and isolated with respect to the people
they employ and the type of characteris-
tics those people develop. The many criti-
cisms often quite unjustly levelled against
the Public Service are not at this time
in my opinion levelled with such fre-
quency against local authority officers. It
is the Opposition's belief that local auth-
ority officers should not be Insulated, iso-
lated and protected to a point where they
suffer the same sort of criticisms as do
public servants.

In the Opposition's opinion the pro-
vision which allows the Minister some
discretion with regard to the disqualifica-
tion of councillors is quite at worthy one.
It has seemed unfair to the Opposition for
some time that councillors, acting in good
faith and obviously standing to gain
nothing from their actions, have been dis-
qualified because of their ciforts to assist
community groups in the provision of local
amenities. It seems quite clear to the Op-
position that a person in this Position
should not be disqualified and we applaud
the move to allow the Minister discretion
In these circumstances.

The by-laws with regard to swimming
Pools also meet the favour of the Opposi-
tion. While It may sound unusual to hear
me approve of a measure to the extent to
which I approve of this measure on be-
half of the Opposition, It Is quite clearly
the Opposition's point of view that many
of the matters covered by this Bill are
merited.

In once again drawing the Minister's
attention to the need for common guide-
lines for both local authorities and local
authority officers with respect to outside
employment and to the two ways it seems
to us to be possible to do this-namely,
an amendment to this legislation which
would allow an appeal by all employees
to a common authority or an amendment
to this legislation which would allow a
much more precise definition of the outside
employment or business activity which
might be acceptable-I simply say the
Opposition supports the measure.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool-Leader of
the Opposition) C(10.32 p.m.]: I hope the
Minister is not too surprised that I should
say a few words with regard to this

amending legislation. I am a little con-
cerned with some of its provisions,
although my colleague indicated that in
general we support it. I feel that it will
lead to some problems with the Minister's
administration. Under the terms of this
Bill the Minister will be required at times
to make a determination as to whether,
in his opinion, a Person should be eligible
to stand for election to a council. I do
not think it is a good thing to put such
a responsibility onto a Minister. It Is
clear that this amending legislation does
just that and we can probably deal more
specifically with the pros and cons of the
provisions at the Committee stage.

While I appreciate that some councils
are put in an invidious position when
they have to make agreements with the
only business firm in the district, it seems
wrong to me that if the person running
that firm is about to stand for election
the Minister shall exempt him. If an
agreement is about to be made by a per-
son with a council and that person Is
already a councillor, again the Minister
has the power to exempt him.

This is a safeguard which is similar
to those in the Parliament when we feel
that a pecuniary interest Is opposed to
the interests or the well-being of the
elected person. It seems to me that this
is changing the Local Government Act in
much the same way as the Constitution
Act was changed. That Act is in a ter-
rible state of disrepair and nobody seems
to want to repair it. We seem to be
frightened to touch the provisions which
set out the disqualification of members
when they receive other pecuniary in-
terests.

Those provisions concerned an earlier
Speaker when the Government of the day
entered a contract with one of the mem-
bers to do certain legal work. He was
quite satisfied that the person concerned
would be in breach of the Constitution
Act. The Clerk Assistant who was then
in charge of pay and such matters was
more or less instructed by the Speaker
to withhold the normal pay because of
this situation. However, on closer exami-
nation it was found that a later section
of the Constitution Act voided the earlier
part. I am a little afraid that if we get
Involved in the sort of situation in which
the Minister can void certain matters, the
determinations will not be consistent. They
will change from Minister to Minister and
this sort of thing does not make for good
legislation.

I should like to discuss some of the
other aspects of the Bill. I think control
over council officers who engage in other
business activities is reasonable enough.
Their private actlvities might conflict
with their activities with the council. I
feel councils are justified in having the
protection to make sure that they obtain
a full work load out of a professional
person who is employed by them. But I
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hope this provision is not intended-I am
sure it would not be Intended-to extend
to workers who might take a job in the
tote or something like that on a weekend,
which is quite a different activity and
is not likely to interfere with their acti-
vities in the council.

I am sure the Minister would not want
that to happen. My only worry is that
an interfering council might want to In-
terfere with the rights of a person to do
this. If councils were to do so I would
consider this a bad feature in the Local
Government Act.

The provisions concerning the academic
qualifications of officers of councils refer
mainly to the clerk of the council or the
shire clerk, as the case may be. I think
in this regard we need to have another
look at where we are going. Many young
people go into local government but do not
really understand it. They take a semi-
academic course and obtain a certificate
but because of their temperament and
their natural make-up they are not suit-
able to be in charge of a council. Yet
they have all the qualifications. As my
colleague said a moment ago, others 'who
may not have the qualifications are much
better suited to the position.

It is unfortunate that the qualifications
which result from a shire clerk's examina-
tion do not allow such people to back-
track and enter another employment
situation. I think it is high time we
looked at the situation to see whether a
form of higher qualification, which would
be applicable to other areas of admini-
stration, might not be more preferable
than the present type of certificate. I
understand that this is done in the East-
ern States and that there is a move-
ment among people who have such quali-
fications that it be done in this State.
If it were done there would be a higher
qualification which would enable a person
to enter business administration as well
as being eligible to become a shire clerk.

This would cater for a person who has
proved to be unsuitable to administer a
shire. There are a lot of personality prob-
lems when p, person gets Involved with
councililors as a series of bosses aind then
has to take charge and relate their auth-
ority to the rest of the employees. Al-
though many people can qualify, not all
prove to be satisfactory in such a voca-
tion.

I suggest that it should be possible for
people to get out of such a vocation. For
Instance, a civil engineer, who is qualified
to be a shire engineer, may seek to enter
another form of employment where he is
more or less In contact with other civil
engineers and is not required to be In
charge of a group of workers. He certainly
cannot be relieved of that responsibility
If he is employed as a shire clerk. This
matter should be looked at, to determine
whether a better proposition can be put up
In the future.

The matter of guarantors is related to
another section dealing with disqualifica-
tion. This section of the Act should be
amended, To me it appears to be an un-
necessary form of disqualification, I know
of several shire councillors In the south-
ern area of the State who were forced to
resign from the shires because they guar-
anteed loans for bowling clubs end similar
organisations. in one case a shire presid-
ent was involved. What the Act lays clown
Is a poor recompense for the good efforts
made by these councillors on behalf of
their communities, It Is as well that on
this occasion we are amending the Act to
allow these people to act as guarantors,
when there is no question of their gain-
ing any financial benefit. In fact, the posi-
tion is the other way around, as the
Minister pointed out. If anything untoward
happens the councillor acting as a guar-
antor will lose money,

The question of ensuring the safety of
swimming pools has been a long drawn
out controversy, and I do not think we
will ever get over the problems that exist.
The Australians are a People who mainly
live around the water's edge, and we tire
aware that from time to time drowning
tragedies occur. I agree we should en-
sure that maximum protection Is pro-
vided, but unfortunately the more safe-
guards that are built into the Act the
more onerous becomes the ownership of
swimming pools. Fewer people would be
inclined to build swimming pools if we
make more and more isagulatlons to en-
sure their safety.

A lot of the responsibility rests on the
parents of young children, particularly
Parents with Young children living along
a river with a steep bank. They have to
make sure that the children do not go
near the water without being supervised.
No useful purpose is served by telling the
parents, whose child has been drowned,
that the responsibility for the tragedy is
theirs. When we examine the circum-
stances of such tragedies we find that
in many cases the parents have not been
as diligent in caring for their children as
they should have been; and that those
tragedies would not have occurred had
the Parents been more attentive.

The amendment in the Bill to bring the
provisions relating to traffi matters such
as parking, etc., into line with other
legislation is desirable. They should follow
the lines of the City of Perth Parking
Facilities Act which has worked fairly
well. The provisions relating to infringe-
ment notices and the prohibition of re-
moval of stickers from vehicles should be
incorporated in the Local Government Act.

The rights of the chairman of a council
and his deputy when in the chair to vote
under certain circumstances obviously
needs clarification, and the Minister has
endeavoured to achieve that In the Bill
before us.
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I am not too happy with the amend-
ment in the Bill that will enable the
annual meeting of electors to be held,
with the Minister's approval, prior to the
recelpt of the auditor's report. Such a
course is to be discouraged. One problem
that confronts us is how the section deal-
ing with the holding of annual meetings
of electors can be complied with. Among
other things the existing provision states
that one of the agenda items at the annual
meeting of electors is the acceptance of
the report of receipts and expenditure. if
the Minister persists with the amendment
In the Bill, the section to which I have
referred must be amended because It
states that one of the purposes of the
annual meeting Is the adoption of the re-
port of receipts and expenditure. Without
referring to the parent Act It looks as
though on this occasion no amendment
is being made to that section.

The amendment in the Bill to enable
local authorities to obtain finance from
building societies for the purpose of Imi-
plemnenting town planning schemes and
developing residential sites is a good one.
Wherever local authorities are able to
obtain finance for such purposes they
should be given every encouragement.
Many of the town planning schemes of
local authorities for the development of
new sites have helped to make the metro-
politan area a better place in which to
live. They have been the means of doing
away with the grid system which has been
adopted for many years. The new areas
will be properly planned and designed
under the guidance of local government.

I see much good in the ]Bill, but I think
the Minister should explain some of the
matters which have been raised so as to
make the position clearer. I ask whether
there Is any intention to reprint the Local
Government Act in the near future. This
is the fifth amending Bill in the present
session of Parliament. In MY opinion too
many amendments have been made to the
Act since the last reprint to enable people
to Interpret It correctly. This Act shoud
be kept up to date, because many people
connected with local government have to
use it as their bible. With untrained
minds, many of them are liable to become
confused when they are obliged to relate
the amendments to the Act. With those
remarks I support the second reading.

MR RUSHTON (Dale-Minister for
Local Government) [10.48 p.m.]: Firstly I
would like to convey to the member for
Balga and the Leader of the Opposition
my appreciation for their approach to the
Sill before us. I am sure they are both
aware that the Country Shire Councils'
Association and the Local Government
Association have put forward the proposals
in the Bill: and have supported them.
The Government has given its attention
to their proposals, and that is the reason
the Bill is before us.

Referring to the comments made by the
member for Balga, he stated that there
were two outstanding items which should
be dealt with. In respect of portability of
long service leave I[ would lie to advise
him that we ran up against a brick wall,
as my predecessor did, I have made some
advance on this matter, and I have
obtained a sampling of the opinion of local
government. I understand that the local
authorities are in favour of some form of
portability of long service leave. I hope
to bring an appropriate amendment for-
ward, if possible next year.

Regarding the matter of franchise, vot-
ing, etc., I have indicated that part IV
of the Act will be reviewed, and amend-
ments will be brought before Parliament
dealing with the question, among others, of
absentee voting. This will be quite an
extensive review, and the amendments will
be brought forward next year.

The member for Baiga also mentioned
a couple of other matters, one being out-
side employment of employees of shires.
He was worried about the inconsistencies
that could result. Each local authority is
autonomous. I think we will find some
anomalies arising, but experience will
indicate whether we should make amend-
ments to the Act along the lines suggested
by the honourable member. On this occa-
sion I suggest that the amending provi-
sions in the Bill be allowed to operate. I
agree that the employees of local author-
ities should be given great consideration.
I hope that the amendments will work out
well; but if they do not I am sure the
local authorities will seek a change along
the lines suggested by the honourable
member.

The honourable member has supported
the appointment of qualified officers and
I wish to touch briefly on this aspect. We
are gaining a great deal of experience.
When we recall what took place in Bel-
mont in recent times we realise that the
associations have quite a challenge and
have learnt some lessons from the work
We did there. The Minister is not the
person responsible. It is the task of the
local authorities themselves and the staff
organisations to improve the situation
generally. I agree with what the honour-
able member said, and a constant effort is
made to improve the staff position. Much
of what he said is factual and the situa-
tion is always being improved. I1 thank
the member for Balga for his contribution.

The Leader of the Opposition referred
to the disqualification of councllors. The
problem arose because when some coun-
cillors, with all the goodwill in the world,
tried to assist local bodies, they found
they could be disqualified. As a matter
of fact some resigned and re-stood and
were subsequently re-elected. I do not
think it will be proved that the fears of
the Leader of the Opposition were Justified,
but once again only exp~erience wrnl tell.
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The Leader of the Opposition also raised
the question of academic qualifications
and what he said is factual. The qualifi-
cations must be upgraded. He quite
rightly indicated that those appointed to
the big jobs do seek higher qualifications,
but the suggestion is that the higher
qualifications should be obtained before an
officer is eligible for appointment. This is
being studied at the Present time.

I thank the Leader of the Opposition
for his support of various provisions. How-
ever, he was not so keen on the provision
for annual meetings of electors. I have bad
this examined and I am given to under-
stand that all the points he raised are
covered. However, I will re-examine the
situation. The provision is included to en-
able councils to get their Information be-
fore ratepayers in an up-to-date form, At
present when they are dependent on
audits which take seven or eight months
the councils are in an unsatisfactory situa-
tion because by the time the information
reaches the ratepayers it is old hat. There-
fore I will consider the point he raised.

The Leader of the Opposition referred to
the aspect involving building societies.
This has been included to ensure that local
authorities enjoy cheaper money. As mem-
bers are aware, local authority town plan-
ning schemes are dependent on fairly
large sums of money and the provision
will give local authorities access to cheaper
money.

In conclusion I wish to state that the
Leader of the Opposition referred to the
reprinting of the Act and I will see what
can be done In this regard.

By and large both members reviewed
the amendments frankly and I appreciate
their contributions.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

As to Third Reading
MR RUSHTON (Dale-Minister for

Local Government) [10.50 p.m.): I move-
That leave be granted to proceed

forthwith to the third reading.
Question put and passed; leave granted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr

Rushton (Minister for Local Governent),
and transmitted to the Council.

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY,
SEWERAGE, AND DRAINAGE ACT

AMIENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 14th Septem-
ber.

MR MelVER (Avon) (10.57? pm.], This
is a very important piece of legislation
and, in the main, it is designed to pro-
tect underground water In the metropoli-
tan area and to give the MWB the power
to control it.

Members will recall that in 1972 similar
legislation was introduced by the present
Leader of the Opposition who was then
Minister for Water Supplies and at that
time the legislation covered also the
Rights In Water and Irrigation Act. Un-
fortunately the Bill was amended in an-
other place and the amendment Placed a
great constraint on the MWB. The Press
took up the call and said that the then
Minister for Water Supplies was endeav-
ouring to provide for the metering of bores
In the metropolitan area. This brought
forth great protest, but It was not the
Idea at all.

Unfortunately, because of the amend-
ment in another place any plans for work
which was to be carried out under the
Bill had to lay on the Table of the House
for a certain period and this complicated
the situation.

Mr Jamieson: Don't forget that that
was an amendment the present Minister
for Local Government forced us to accept.

Mr McIVER: That is so. I recall the
situation.

Before I refer to the main provisions of
the Bill, I think It is fair that the Op-
position records its appreciation to the
Minister for Water Supplies for allowing
the adjournment of the debate for a week
because when the Bill was introduced the
Town of Cockbhurn was a little apprehen-
sive in relation to the water table in the
Jandakot area.

People with small holdings in the region
of the town of Cockburn felt that if the
underground water was tapped it would
interfere with the water table, and dras-
tically aff ect their individual water
supplies. They were concerned that those
water supplies would turn to salt. How-
ever, as a result of patience and under-
standing between the officers of the Public
Works Department and the local coun-
cillors, the problem was resolved.

M~embers will agree that it is imperative
for the Metropolitan Water Board to have
full control over underground water
resources in Western Australia. That is
of great importance,

We cannot attract industries to Western
Australia unless we can supply them with
thc water they require. It is not unusual
for a small industry to require one million
gallons of water per day, If we do not
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have the water resources we will not be Let us look at the situation of wide-
able to attract Industry. However, if the
Metropolitan Water Board has control
over underground water supplies, and also
has the power to claim them and draw
on them, I am sure that will be in the
best interests of the people of Western
Australia. It will also be of assistance to
those people who wish to attract industry
to this State.

I want to draw to the attention of mem-
bers a pamphlet for which I believe this
Government-for once in its llfe--should
be commended. I have no doubt that all
members of Parliament have received a
copy of the pamphlet to which I have
referred. It deals with water conserva-
tion, and sets out the cost involved in the
wastage of water because of leaking taps.
The pamphlet points out that the replace-
ment of a faulty washer in a tap can con-
siderably reduce costs.

You, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Crane),
would be aware that when we receive our
accounts in country areas we also receive
a pamphlet setting out the method of
arriving at the number of litres used.
I strongly recommend that the pamphlet
which has been presented to us should be
included with all accounts. When people
are made aware that a tap leaking 200
drops a minute costs $120 a year they will
do something about the faulty washer.

I am a country member and I know that
when I see water on the surface of our
car park I feel some concern. I am aware
that Parliament House has its own water
supply, but it does concern me when I
know that some farmers who live within
14 miles of the country areas water supply
scheme cannot afford to be connected to
it.

The Bill also deals with catchmient areas
and reserves, and for the benefit of those
members who are not aware of the differ-
ence, I will attempt to explain it briefly.
During the exploratory stage in the search
for water the surrounding area is a reserve,
but once water is found, and a bore is
put down, the surrounding area becomes
a catchment. The two areas are specified
in the measure now before us.

The respective shires or councils in the
vicinity of reserves and catchments will be
notified and they will be able to lodge an
objection where construction work is to be
done. I feel that is a good feature of the
legislation, and it is something which has
been overlooked in the past. Some care-
ful examination has been carried out In
the drafting of this Bill and provision has
been made for objections to be lodged by
town councils and shire councils.

The main thrust of the Bill is set out
in clause 15, and deals with contributions
by subdividers. The proposed method of
contribution will be much fairer than that
which exists at the present time.

veloped blocks. As an example, I will
refer to three blocks, A, B, and C. In the
case where blocks A and C are developed,
the developers will have paid for the
extension of the water main. They will
have met the full cost. However, when
the owner of block B decides to carry out
development work he simply requests that
the water service be connected to his block,
and he does not have to contribute to the
cost of the water main.

Under the provisions of the measure now
before us, the developer of block B, the
centre block, will have to contribute to
the cost of the water supply. This will
be a much fairer method.

I do not think we can overemphasise
the importance of water conservation, and
the control of our water resources by the
Metropolitan Water Board and the Public
Works Department-which controls coun-
try areas water supplies. This is some-
thing we in country areas appreciate very
much. We want water services -extended
in our rural areas to enable farmers to
become more viable. Some farmers who
are situated only Ii miles from the main
pipeline cannot afford to connect because
of the terrific costs involved in the com-
prehensive scheme. We hope to over-
come that problem in some way but, un-
fortunately, without Commonwealth
finance it is beyond the capacity of the
State Government to extend the compre-
hensive scheme.

Nevertheless, if we support the prin-
ciple and all play our part I am sure it
will not be long before these people also
have the benefit of scheme water instead
of having to spend many hours carting
water to their properties and their stock,
which Places a great financial burden on
them.

Having regard to the lateness of the
hour I have been as brief as possible but
I repeat it is a most important Piece of
legislation and I am sure it will have the
support of all members. I would like
to Place it on record that we in Opposi-
tion are very appreciative of the defer-
menit of the Hill granted by the Mvinister
for Water Supplies and the hearing he
gave to my colleague, the member for
Cockburn, the councillors of Cockburn,
and the landholders who were apprehen-
sive when the Bill was first introduced.

With those remarks I fully support the
legislation.

MEI JAnJIIESON (Welshpool-Leader of
the opposition) [11.11 p.m.]: I wish to
say only a few words about this legislation
because it is obviously a departmental
Bill. I would like to place on record my
objection to the "nitpicking" indulged in
by members of the then Opposition when
I. as the Minister, introduced a Bill such



[Wednesday, 8 October, 1976] 88

as this. I think Parliament should ex-
amine a departmental Bil for the purpose
of ensuring It is reasonabe--that is why
we are here-but the extent of the "nit-
picking" indulged in particularly by the
present Minister for Local Government
was quite unnecessary and unwarranted.
He would want to know why every ' was
crossed and every "ill was dotted.

We do not intend to indulge in that
practice. It is quite out of character with
the function of the House when there is
a necessity to update departmental legis-
lation. So long as it is examined and
proves to serve the public benefit we
should support it. It Is most important
to ensure that underground water supplies
are preserved for Immediate and distant
posterity. Far too many of our activities
in the past have leaned towards pollution
of the resources and it Is desirable to up
date the legislation when we find any
loopholes which will endanger the pro-
tection of future sources of supply.

The Bill deals with many other matters
which have been covered by my colleague
and which It Is not necessary for me to
canvass.

I believe the water board had a prelimin-
ary brochure prepared on the cover of
which was depicted a rather voluptuous
female in the form of a hose on a tap with
the caption 'Turn me on at night and I
serve you better". It was said in no way
could we get away with that if the Educa-
tion Department could not get away with
Clanger Molloy, so the board prepared the
modified pamphlet referred to by my col-
league. It is unfortunate in this day and
age, when everybody is attracted to that
kind of advertising, that departments have
a fear of the Administration and adopt a
mid-Victorian attitude towards advertising.
However, that is just mentioned in passing.

I think the water board Is serving us
reasonably well and doing a good Job in
trying to keep us supplied with a necessary
commodity. I can find no reason to com-
plain about its actions.

I hope the House will give expeditious
passage to this legislation-and to any
future legislation which might be intro-
duced when the tables are turned In Gov-
ernment, without the "nitpicking" and
stupidity which were indulged In on past
occasions.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) (11.15 p.m.]: I thank the mem-
ber for Avon and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion for their comments and support of
the Bill. I will pass on to my colleague
the comments of the member far Avon
which have special reference to him. I
do not think any comment is called for.
other than to express appreciation for the
speedy passage and support of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bil read a second time.

in Committee, et.
Bill passed through Colittee Without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

As to Third Re4ading
SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-

Premier) 11.7 P.m.): I move-
That leave be granted to Proceed

forthwith to the third reading.
Question Put and passed; leave ranted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Sir

Charles Court (Premier). and transmitted
to the Council.

House adjournsed at 11.18 p.m.

lrEtgtkilwu (Iounril
Wednesday, the 6th October. 1976

The PRESMENT (the Hon. A. F.
Griffith) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

BAUXITE MINING
Darling Range: Ministeria Statement
THE HON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West-

Minister for Justice) [4.35 P.m.]: Mr
President, I seek your permission to make
a statement in conjunction with the
tabled paper referring to bauxite mining
in the Darling Range.

The PRESIDENT: The question is that
leave be granted.

Question put and passd; leave granted.
The Hon. N. McNEILLr: The following

Is a statement by the Premier on the
tabling of the May, 1976, review of the
Hunt steering committee-

The maining of bauxite in the
Darling Ranges and its conversion to
alumina in refineries at Pinjarra and
Kwinana is a major industry in the
south-west of the State.

Monitoring of this project by Gov-
ernment agencies has kept in step with
the growth in capacity of this project
as the area Involved is a major water
catchment. In 1973 It was decided to
formallse monitoring of this project
by the formation of a steering comn-
mittee with Mr Harold Hunt, Chief
Engineer of the Metropolitan Water
Board, as chairman. The Metropolitan
Water Board, geological surveys,
CSIRO, University of W.A., and the
Departments of Public Works, Agri-
culture, Forests, Conservation and
Environment and Industrial1 Develop-
ment are represented on the steering
committee which has Initiated and
reviewed a series of projects designed
to monitor the eff ect of bauxite mining
and of rehabilitation after mining is
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